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What diſtinguiſhes this Pamphlet from thoſe 
which have been written on the ſame ſuject. — No- 
thing but SCRIPTURE and REASON can Make 


the Colonies PROPERLY fatbmit to Great Britain. 


HE Auron of theſe letters conſiders 

the American controverſy chiefly-in a 
religious light, which gives him an opportuni- 
ty of making ſome remarks, that have proba- 
bly eſcaped the attention ot other writers on 
this ſubject. Ther duet 280 taxes to the 
protective power, 1 en y connected 
with chriſtianity, that ire Coloniſts aut 
practically give up the ſcriptures, or ſubmit 
to the reaſonable demands of the Britith legiſ- 
lature. It is to be wiſhed, that we had made 
ule of the Bible, in this controverſy. For, 
how much ſoever that venerable book is diſre- 
garded by ſome of our great men, the bulk 
of the Americans, and our religious patriots 
in England, dare not deſpiſe it. Mr. Evans, 
for one, ſpeaking of the doctrine defended in 
theſe ſheets, ſays, ** Should you indeed prove 
* it to be ase RI TURE- doctrine, &c. I am 
not afraid to promiſe you the moſt abſolute 
c ſubmiſſion to it as a chriſtian. The autho- 
*© rity of $CRIPTURE I revere above every 
e other ;*” The conteſted doctrine is here 
defended by * againſt Mr. Evans; and 
| 1 j if 
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if he ſtands to his < promiſe,” we may hop 
ſoon to ſee him give the Coloniſts an example 
of due /ubmiſſion.” 


When a great empire is divided againſt it= 


ſelf ;—when a powerful-mother-country, and 
a number of ſtrong Colonies, draw up all 
their forces to eneounter cach other in the 


field; — hen the two contending powers are 


ſubdivided into a warm majority and an heat- 
ed minority, ready to begin a ſecond inteſtine 
war z—and when every individual is concern- 
ed as an actor, ſufferer, or ſpectator, in the 
bloody tragedy which is acted; it is natural 
for all lovers of their country to aſk, How can 
the dreadful controverſy be ended ? Is it by 
the dictates of ſcripture and reaſon, or by the 
force of Arms ? 

If the author is not miſtaken, Arms [ tho? 
uſeful in their place] will never properly end 
the conteſt. Should we overpower the Ame- 
rican Colonies, they will remain unconvinced, 


Far from being reconciled to their mother- 


country, they will ſtill look upon her as an 
imperious ſtep-mother, who adds tyranny to 
oppreſſion, and murder to robbery, Nor will 


they ſubmit to her any longer than the force, 


which has ſubdued them, ſhall continue to 
preſs and keep them down. And what ſhall 
we gain by this method, but perplexity, dan- 
ger, and continual alarm? The condition of 
the Colonifts will be as wretched as that of 
indignant priſoners, who are under a military 
guard: And our ſtate will be as uncomforta- 
ble as that of a jailor, who watches over a nu- 
merous body of deſperate captives, intent up- 
on making their eſcape at the hazard of their 


lives. Under God, far more may then be 
10 Si expected, 
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expected, in the iſſue, from ſcripture and rea- 
ſon than from arms. Beaſts and ſavages can 
be conquered by fire and ſword ; but it is the 
glory of men and chriſtians to be ſubdued by 
argument and ſcripture. Force may indeed 


bend the body, but Truth alone properly bends _ 


the mind. Whilſt our armies prepare to en- 
gage the majority in America with the dread- 
ful implements of war, it will not therefore 
be amiſs to engage the eccleſiaſtical minority 
in England, with the harmleſs implements of 


controverſy. On ſome occafions, one pen 


may do more execution than a battery of can- 
non : A page of well- apphed ſcriptures ma 

be of more extenſive uſe than a field of battle: 
And drops of ink may have a greater effect 
than ſtreams of blood, If a broad fide can fink 


a man of war, and ſend a thouſand men to 


the bottom; a good argument can do far 
more : For it can fink a prejudice, which fits 


out an hundred ſhips, and arms, it may be, 


fifty thouſand men. How inferior then is the 
ſpear of Mars, to the fword of the Spirit! And 
how juſtly did Solomon ſay, A wiſe man is 
ſirong; eſpecially if he is mighty in the ſcraptures, 
which can make us wiſe to ſalvation ! 5 

The author dares not flatter himſelf to have 
the knowledge of logick and divinity, which 
are requiſite to do his ſubject the juſtice it 
deſerves: but having for ſome years op- 
poſed falſe orthodoxy, he may have acquired 
ſome little {kill to oppoſe falſe patriotiſm : And 
having defended evangelical obedience to God, 
again the indirect attacks of ſome miniſters 
of the church of England; he humbly hopes, 
that he may ſtep forth a ſecond time, and de- 


fend alſo conſtitutional obedience to THE KING, 


A 3 againſt 
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againſt the indirect attacks of ſome miniſters, 
who diflent from the eftabhſhed church. 
Thoſe whom he encounters in theſe ſheets, 
are the leading, eccleſiaſtical patriots of the 
two greateſt cities in the kingdom; Mr. Evans 
being the champion of the minority in Briſtol, 
as Dr. Price is in London. | 

The capital arguments of theſe two gen- 
tlemen are here brought to a triple teſt, againſt 
which they cannot decently object. And, if 


the author's execution keeps pace with his 


deſign, their politicks are proved to be con- 


trary to reaſon, ſcripture, and the conſtitution. 


Should his proofs be found ſolid, and the pub- 
Lek vouchſafe to regard them; the boifterous 
patriotiſm; which has of late diſturbed our 
peace, will give place to fober and genuine 
patriotiſm; the political miſtake which pro- 
duces our diviſions, will be plucked up by the 
roots; the minds of our uneaſy fellow- ſub- 
jects will be calmed ; our bloody conteſt for 
ſupremacy will give place to a ſweet debate 
between parental love, and filial duty: Paren- 
tal love will overcome the Colonies with be- 
nign, lenient, and endearing offers of pardon 
and peace; whilſt filial duty will diſarm the 
mother-country by kind, and grateful offers 
of manly ſubmifhon, | 
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The Arguments, by which My. Evans tries to 


fupport his American politicks, are n to be 
contrary : (I) To ſound reaſon: (II) To plain 
Scripture : And (III) To the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
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the houſe of commons is aſſerted, in oppoſition to 
the legiſlative pretenſions of plebeian levellers : == 
The partiality and inconſiſtency of the London- 
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To the Rev, Mr. E V A N'S, 


LETTER * 


Rev. Sir. | 
HE Intereſts of Truth are often as muck 
4 r promoted, by the inconcluſiveneſs of the 
; T I arguments with which ſhe is attacked, as 
| \ by the force of the reaſons with which 
l *. ſhe is defended, If my Findication of 


the Calm Addreſs has thrown ſome light upon the 
American controverſy, your Reply,..Sir, in the iſſue, 
may poſſibly throw much more. Oy thar 
plain Truth can be compared to a good ſteel ; and 
keen error to a ſharp flint; I venture to fay, that 
the more any one ſtrikes the ſteel with ſuch a flint, 
the more will the fragments of the broken ſtone 


ſhew the ſuperior ſolidity of the impugned metal; 


and the more eaſily will ſparks be collected to "ghr 
the bright candle of truth. The public will judge 
which arguments, yours or mine, will ſerve the cauſe 
of truth, by flying to pieces in the controverſiah 
colliſion. | 

Defirous to ſhare the bleſſings, which our pacific 
Lord promiſes to the meet and the prace-makers; I 


hall, in theſe ſheets, neither throw oil upon the 


flame of the American revolt, nor blow up the coals 


of indignation, which glow in the breaſts of our in- 

ſulted Governors, hatever my performance and 

luccels may be, moderation and reconciling truth» * 
4 5 aue 
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are my aim: I can aſſure you, Sir, that my utmoſt 
ambition 1s to draw the line between wnruly patriotiſin 
and /erwile ſubjecion, in ſuch a manner as to give you, 
and our readers, an equal deteſtation of both theſe 
unconſtitutional extremes, 

After throwing away all your firſt letter upon an 
ufelefs F queſtion, and beginning the ſecond with an 
idle f report, you ſtep. into the tribunal of the Re- 
viewers, 
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+ This uſeleſs queſtion is, Whether Mr. Weſley had, or had 
not, forgotten the title of I know not what book, which he had 
recommended to ſome of his friends, and which, thro? forgetful- 
neſs, he aſſerted that he had never ſeen; till upon peruſing the 
book, he diſcovered and owned his miſtake, Mr. Evans diverts 
the reader's mind from the true queſtion, by ferting before him 
eight letters, which paſſed between Mr. W. and others, about 
that infignificant particular. For my part I admit the public ac- 
knowledgment which Mr. W. has made of his forgetfulneſs rather 
than Mr. Evans's infinuation, that he is not “ an honeſt man;” 
and I do it (1) Becauſe it is beſt to be on the ſafer fide, which is 
that of charity: (2) Becauſe it is highly improbable that a wiſe 
man, except in caſe of forget fulneſs, would deny a fat, which a 
number of proper witneſſes can prove, and are inchned to prove a- 

ainſt him: And (3) Becauſe experience conſtrains me to ſympa- 
thize with thoſe, whoſe memory is as treacherous as my own. On 
a Sunday evening, after preaching three times, reading prayers, 
and being all day in a croud, or hurrying from place to place, my 
mental powers are fo incapacitated to do their office, that, far 


from being able to recolle& the title of a book, which I have ſeen 


ſome months before; I frequently cannot, after repeated endea- 
vours, remember one of the texts, on which I have preached that 
very day. Now Mr. W. lives all the year round in the hurry 
and croud, in which I am on my buſy Sundays; and he is be- 
tween 70 and 80 years of age; a time of life this, when even the 
men, who enjoy uninterrupted reſt, find that their memory na- 
wrally fails, If Mr. Evans confiders this, he will not be ſurprized 
that his firſt letter has not had its intended effect upon me. 

} The idle report I mean is, that my Vindication “ has re- 
« ceived many additions and corrections from the pen of a cele- 
brated nobleman.” This is a miſtake. I find indeed fome 
errors of the preſs, which injure the ſenſe of my book; but I do 
* diſcover one addition in it, except that of /wo words; and if 

r. Evans will be pleaſed to inſpe&t my manuſcript, he will ſee 
that the few little negative emendations in it, were made by Mr 
Welley's own pen. 
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viewers, and condemn my vindication before yow 
have refuted one of my arguments. As if you were 
both judge and jury, without producing one true 
witneſs, page 24, you awthoritatively ſay, „ Inſtead 
& of ent, I meet with nothing but declama- 
tion; inſtead of preciſion, artful colouring ; inſtead 
of proof, umption; inſtead of cunſiſtency, 
4 contradiction; inſtead of reaſoning, a firing of 
% ſophiftries.” 9 | . 
To ſupport this precipitate ſentence, you 
me as ſaving things which I never ſad, Thus 
page 24, you write: One while you tell us that 
© our conſtitution guards our properties, &c; againſt 
„ the tyranny of unjuſt, arbitrary, or cruel mo- 


„ narchs ; then you preach 2 with great ſolomnity, 


6 Kc. that their ſubjects have no more right to f/f, 
than children or ſcholars have a right to take away 
i paternal or magiſterial authority.” I defire, Sir, 
you would inform me where I advance ſuch a doc- 
trine. Far from ** preaching it ap. 205th grent folem- 
ity,” I abhor and deteſt it. If a Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded me to worſhip his golden image, I would 
(God being my helper) ret him as reſolutely as did 
Shadrach. And fuppoſe the king and parliament 
were to lay a tax upon me, in order to raiſe money 
for the purchaſing of poiſon, wherewith to deſtroy 
my fellow · ſubjects, I would 9% them, and abſo- 

lutely refuſe to pay fuch a tax. ut 
When you have made my doctrine oillous by len- 
ding me principles which I never advanced, or draw- 
wg conſequences which have not the leaſt connexion 
with my ſentiments ; you prejudice the public againft 
my book, by inſinuating, that I contradict myſelt, 
where it is plain I do not. Thus you fay, p. 26, 
In one letter you tell us, The Coloni art on a 
« level auth Britons in general; in another, that The 
were weer ou @ level with Rngland,” This laſt 
ſentence I ſpake of the Colonies as dependent legif- 
latures, and not of the Cloniſt and both ſentences 
n their place are perfectly contiitent, For, altho” 
A 6 | not. 
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(4) Let. 1. 
not one of the CoLonits was ever on @ level with 
England (an INDEPENDENT KINGDOM) with reſpect 
to ſupreme dominion ; yet all the CoLox1sTs are on 
aà level auith Britons in general, with reſpect to ſeveral 
particulars enumerated juſt before, as appears by the 
whole argument, which [ Vind. p. 23] runs thus: 
The mother-country and the parliament-houſe are 
s as open to them [the Coloniſts] as to any free- 
born Engliſhman : they may purchaſe free-holds, 
they may be made burgeſſes of corporate towns, 
they may be choſen members of the houſe of com- 
mons, and ſome of them, if I miſtake not, fit al- 
ready there. The CoLon1sTs are then on a level, 
not only wvith' [abſent] * Britons in general, but 
© with all our members of parliament who ARE A- 
„ BROAD.” Had you, Sir, quoted my words in this 
manner, your readers would have ſeen, that there is 
ſomething in my letters beſides contradiction and ſo- 
phiſiry; but it is far eaſier to ſhuffle the cards, t 
to win the game. 9185 

Permit me, Sir, to produce another inſtance of 
your polemical ſkill: you ſay, p. 24, ** Your rea- 
« ſoning upon the quotation I made from the very 
<« learned Judge Blackſtone is equally concluſive, 
« &c. Ina free ſtate (ſays Judge Blackſtone) every 
© man who is ſuppoſed a free agent, ought to be in 
„ ſome meaſure his own governor; and theretore a 


RK „ „ «„ 


branch, at leaſt, of the legiſlative power ſhould 


„ reſide in the whole body of the people. You reply, 
Hur, ſcheme drives at putting the legiſlative poxver 
„ 7 every body's hands.” No, Sir, this is not m 

reply, but only a juſt inference which I naturally 
drew from my ſolid anſwer. My reply, Vind. p. 16, 
runs thus: But who are he whole body of 10 peo- 
ple? According to Judge Blackſtone, every free 
agent. Then the argument proves too much; for 
are not women free-agents? Yea, and poor as well 
as rich men.“ This, and this only I advanced as 
4 reply to Judge Blackſtone's argument. I cannot 
therefore help being ſurprized at your mg” 
$24 ou 
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You keep my real anſwer to your argument out of 
fight: You render me ridiculous by producing as 
my anſover, what is NOT my anſwer at all; and, be- 
fore you conclude, you make me amends for this 
piece of patriotic liberty, by calling me (one of the 


mat lunmeaning and unfair controvertiſſs. The rea- 


der's patience would fail, were I minutely to de- 
ſeribe the logical ſtratagems of this ſort, by which 
you ſupport your cauſe, which I confeſs ſtands in 
need of all manner of props. 
However, in your ſecond letter, you come to THE 
QUESTION, Which is, Whether the Coloniſts, as 
ood men, good chriſtians, and good ſubjects, are 
— to pay moderate proportionable taxes, for the 
benefit of the whole Britiſh empire; when ſuch 
taxes are legally laid upon them by the ſupreme 
protective power, that is, by the three branches of 
the Britiſh legiſlature, | 
In my indication of the Calm Addreſs, I have 
roduced the arguments which induce me to be- 
ieve, that the doctrine of ſuch taxation is rational 
ſcriptural, and conf{itutional : And in your Reply you 
attempt to prove, that it is contrary to reaſon, /crip- 
ture, and the conflitution, Let us ſee how your at- 
tempt 1s carried on, and, . 


FirsT, how you diſprove the REASONABLENESS 
of the taxation I contend for. | 


Page 27, You fay, that you do not deny © the 
neceſſity aud propriety of ſubjefts paying taxes.” But 
in not denying this, Sir, do you not indirectly 
give up the point? Do you not grant, that, as 
the Coloniſts are not protected by the king alone, 
but by the whole legiſlative power of Great Bri- 
tain, they are not under the juriſdiction of the 
king alone, but of all the Britiſh legiſlature. 
Now if they are not the /ubjefs of the king, as 
unconnected with the Britiſh parliament ; but as con- 
ſtitutionally connected with that high court, 7 

| ſup- 


CS) Let. r. 
ſupplies him with proper ſubſidies to protect his 


American dominions; it is evident that they owe 
taxes to the king and the Britiſh parliament ; for you 
yourſelf acknowledge ** the neceſſity of SUBJECTS pa- 
ing taxes” to the ſupreme power which protects them. 
But which tax have they, of late, conſented to pay ? 
Has it been a tax upon tea, or upon ſtampt paper? 
Should you reply, that they have oftered to pay 
taxes to the king and their provincial aflemblies, I 
reply, that this is not paying eapital tribute, io whom 
capital tribute 1s VE : For capital tribute is due to 
the capital protective power; and the capital power 
that protects the Coloniſts, is not the king and the 
regency of Hanover, or the king and the Iriſh parli- 
ament, much leſs the king and a provincial aſſembly ; 
but the king and the Britiſb parliament. Had the 
Americans got their wealth under the protection of 
the Iriſh; had the- Hanoverian fleets kept off the 
Spaniſh ſhips from the American coaſts; or had 
ſquadrons of American men of war beat off the 
French fleets; I would not heſitate a moment to 
athym, that the Coloniſts ought to pay proportion- 


able taxes to the king and the Viſh parliament ; to 


the elector and regency of Hanover; or to the king 
of Britiſh' America and the American aſſemblies. 
But, when all this has been done for the Coloniſts. 
by the king and the Briaſb parliament, I confeſs 
to you, Sir, that [ſetting aſide the confideration of 
the flove and duty, which colonies owe to their mo- 
ther- country.] I cannot fee what law of gratitude, 
equity, and juſtice the Coloniſts can plead, to refuſe 
paying the king and the Britiſb parliament moderate 
and proportionable taxes. | 

Page 36, You indirectly appeal to the caſe of 
« the patriots of Charles's days,” who refuſed to 
pay the tax called hi- money: But their cauſe was 
far better than that of the Americans. The ſhip- 
money was demanded by the king alone; but the 
king alone is not the ſupreme legiſlative power that 
protects the ſubjects of Great-Britain, becauſe he 
can make no laws and of conſequence raiſe no taxes, 
without the concurrence of the parliament, The 

pa- 
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patriots of the laſt century were not then abſolutely 
bound, either by the law of God, or the law of the 
land, to pay a tax, which had not the ſanction of the 
legiſlative power; a money-bill paſſed by the kin 

alone, being no law at all according to the Briti 

conſtitution, But a proportionable money-bill, 
as the ſtamp act, —a bill paſſed by the complete le- 
giſlative —— of Great Britain, is every way bind- 
ing in all the dominions of Great Britain. Who- 


ever reſiſts /uch a law, breaks off with the legiſlative 


power, affects independence, and commences a petty 
{overeign- | 

I have faid that a rightful . ſovereign has a right 
to live by his noble buſineſs; and hecauſe I have 
obſerved, that in England the ſovereign, [i. e. the 
legiſlative, and protective power] is the king and 
his parliament, you ſuppoſe I have poured ſhame 
upon the cauſe I defend. 80, &c, [ſay you page 
26] © a member of parliament, inſtead of vacating 
6 his ſeat, ought to have a place provided for him 
« upon his becoming a member of the legiſlature.“ 
No, Sir ; your inference has no connexion with my 


doctrine, If you had faid, that every member of 


parliament, while he attends the parhament has a 
fight to a public maintenance ſuitable to his ſhare in 
the legiſlature; you would have ſaid what I mean, 
and what no unprejudiced perfon will deny. It the 
king and parliament ordered that all the attending 
members fhall be honourably entertained during the 
feffion, at the expence of the public: and that a 
proper ſum ſhall be annually raifed to difcharge this 
ex pence; what Briton would be ſo niggardly, un- 
grateful and unjuſt, as to find fault with ſuch a ſta- 
tute? Was our Lord miſtaken when he ſaid, The 
labourer is worthy of bis hire? If the ſpeaker, who 
is the principal member of the houſe of Commons, 
enjoys, as ſreaker, an income of ſome thoufand 
3 a year, does he not “live by his buſineſs?“ 

ight not all the other members do the ſame in due 
proportion? When they exempt themſelves and 
their friends, from paying the tax which we call 
P2/iage, do they not ſhew that the legiſlature have 
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niary rights which other Britons have not? And 
if their generglity prevents their uſing thoſe ſelf-evi. 
dent rights, ſhould we not extol their difinteredneſs, 
rather than pour contempt upon their reaſonable and 
conſtitutional prerogative ? 
| Unable to invalidate my doctrine by any juſt argu- 
ment, you have recourſe to a polemical ſtratagem, 
which will do your cauſe no credit. To render the 
politics I defend odious to your readers, you inſinu- 
ate, that upon my principles, the ſovereign ** 7s en- 
&« titled to juft what he pleaſes, and may take it with or 
« evithout conſent, avhenewver he thinks proper.” This 
doctrine, Which you impute to me, p. 27, has no 
more connexion with my ſyſtem, than darkneſs with 
the rifing ſun. I abhor it as well as you, Sir; being 
fully perſuaded, that legiſlative power is to be uſed 
for good, and not for evil; for protection, and not for 
tyranny. It the king and parliament had laid diſ- 
proportionable and unreaſonable taxes upon our A- 
merican fellow- ſubjects, I would no more have taken 
the pen in defence of /#ch taxation, than I would 
take it in vindication of robbery. 

Nor do my appeals to the propriety of giving the 
lawyers and phylicians whom we employ, the proper 
fees they demand of us, prove that 1 hold the doc- 
trine of deſpotiſm; for, as I ſhould be a knave if I 
retuſed to give a gentleman of the faculty a reaſon- 
able fee for his attendance ; ſo ſhould I be a fool it L 
ſuppoſed, that he * is entitled to juſt what he plea- 
ſes.” TI only aſſert, that, as a good man will find a 
medium between di/hone/ly and folly, with reſpect to 
the fees due to his phyſician and lawyer; ſo a can» 
did Coloniſt will find a middle way between the in- 
juſtice of the patriots, who refuſe moderate taxes to 
the legiſlative power that protects them; and be- 
tween theſlaviſh tameneſs of the poltroons, who ſuffer 
a rapacious tyrant to grind their faces and ſuck their 
blood. Nevertheleſs, I dare affirm, that as we truſt 
to a certain degree a lawyer's conſcience, an apothe · 
cary's diſcretion, and a phyſician's candor, * 5 

pe 
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ſpect to their bills and fees; we may alſo truſt to 4 
certain degree, the diſcretion of our governors with 
reſpect to their money bills and taxes. And there- 
fore — can be more contrary to goed manners, 
loyalty, reaſon, and conſcience, than to repreſent the 
ſovereign who protects the Coloniſts as a robber and 
a tyrant, for laying a MODERATE tax upon them, in 
order to diſcharge the national debt, and the daily 
expences of the government. 51349 1 | 

ou indeed inſi nuate that the caſe is not parallel, 
becauſe we employ our phyſicians and lawyers d- 
luntarily.” But have not the Coloniſts voluntarily 
reaped for an hundred years the benefit of protection 
from the king and parliament? And, ſuppoſing 
they can now ſupport themſelves without Britiſh pro- 
tection ; yet are they not guilty of injuſtice if they 
now refuſe to pay proportienable taxes? What 
would you think of my honeſty, if the following 
caſe were matter of fact? II voluntarily” employ 
a lawyer for ten years to recover an eſtate, When 
I have gained my ends, he demands fees, which on 
account of my poverty, he forbore doing before. 1 
ſtorm on the occaſion 3 I run up and down ſeream- 
ing robbery ! tyranny! And at laſt I turn my back. 
upon him with ſuch a ſpeech as this; Sir, I can do 
without you zow; and as I am not willing to employ 
you any more, you have no right to demand fees of 
me as your PVE, I arp a free man, and you ſhall 
not treat me as an adje#t flave, by inſiſting on fees 
with or avithout my conſent.” 71 put off my in- 
duſtrious lawyer with this American plea, would not 
your moral feelings brand me as a man devoid of 
conſcience and honour ? 

I grant however, that the caſe between the taxes 
of the ſovereign, and the fees of a lawyer, is not ex- 
actly fimilar : But if the parallel fails, it is in a point 
which does your cauſe no ſervice. For altho' I am at 
pertect liberty to diſmiſs my honeſt lawyer as ſoon as 
I pleaſe, when I have paid him his reaſonable fees; 
1 cannot caſt off the authority of my rightful ſove- 
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reign as ſoon as I pleaſe, when 1 have paid his 
reaſonable taxes; and I prove it by the following 
reaſons (1) I may y live fifty years with; 
out going to law, but I cannot ſafely live one day in 
ſociety without being protected: — (z) As an ncon- 
wefted individual, I may neglect the care of my pro- 
perty as 1 pleaſe; and if a man unjuſtly demands my 
cloak, I may let him have my coat alſo: But, as a 
man joined with others in civil ſociety, I am a debt» 
or to all the ſociety with which I am connected: I 
muſt defend my property as a part of the common 
ſtock ; and of conſequence, I muſt pay taxes, and 
help to ſupport the ſovereign, who protects and guards 
the whole ſociety. Hence it is, that thoſe who hve 
in the centre of the kingdom, pay as much towards 
the fleet as thoſe that live on the ſea coaſt; though 
they are not half ſo much expoſed to the depreda- 
tions of invaders and pirates.— (3) The laws of God 
and of the land bind me to obey my rightful ſove- 
' reign rather than anotber king, in all things which 
are juſt and reaſonable ; But none of thefe laws bind 
me to employ one lawyer rather than another, under 
the fearful penalties due to rebellion and high treaſon, 
If the American patriots confidered this, would they 
not bluſh to infinuate, that we may change our ſove- 
reigns as we do our tradeſmen ; and that, as the Co- 
loniſts no longer demand the protection of Great- 
Britain, the Britiſh legiſlature has no longer any right 
ro demand taxes of them? Who could ſufficiently 
wonder at the inſolence and injuſtice of the follow- 
ing plea, which, I ſuppoſe, is urged by Yorkſhire 
non -· voters. Neither we, nor our county, are repre- 
ſented in parliament according to our wiſhes, We 
We are not afraid of an invaſion, Yorkſhire is large 
and populous. We can protect ourſelves: And 
therefore we refuſe to pay any thing towards the 
protection of the Britiſh dominions. hat we have 
is ABSOLUTELY our own: Nor will we be robbed by 
any body; no not by the legiflature. For, as we 
are deſirous, that the ſovereign would keep * K 
| tecuon 
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tection to himſelf; ſo are we determined to keep 
our money to ourſelves.“ I queſtion, Sir, if preju- 
diced as you are in favour of the American patriots, 
you would not be one of the firſt, to exclaim againſt 
ſuch Yorkſhire patriots, 

Nor do you weaken my argument taken from the 
proper fees due to lawyers, by intimatin : that ſuch 

es are LAWFUL, ACCUSTOMED Fees, and that 
& [nu England the Sovereign has no power to recover @ 
debt even for himſelf, but according to LAW Has it 
not been in all ages, and in all parts of the world, 
the © ciſlom' of civiliz'd nations to pay taxes to the 

otective they are under? Is it not the 
« culo” of all juſt ſovereigns, to lay thoſe taxes ac- 
cording to the wants and emergencies of the govern- 
ment? When ſuch taxes are properly laid by the 
ſapreme e. which makes wk pe executes every law, 
are they not % lawful?” Is it not “ according 0 
law,” that the king and parliament laid a little tax 
upon our American fellow- ſubjects? And are there 
no ſtatutes enjoining, that the goods of perverſe ſub- 
jects, who refuſe to pay lawful and reaſonable taxes, 
ſhall be diſtrained ; and that, if ſuch ſubjects oppoſe 
the diftraint, they ſhall be farther proceeded againſt 
according to law; eſpeeially if inſtead of peying 
taxes, they break into ſhips, and 8 eſtroy 
the property of their fellow. ſubjecte ? 

If theſe obſervations overthrow your reply to the 
rational arguments, by which 1 have ſupported the 
doctrine of taxation laid down in "the Calm Addreſs ; 
I may conſider, ; 


SECONDLY, how you anſwer my sex trrun Ar 
— on which, as a Chri/fian, I 115 the great- 
ſtreſs. 


Page, 52, you fay, “ The golden rule of ſerip- 
« ture both for governors and governed, is this: 
% As YE WOULD that men ſhould db unto you, bo YE 
* EVEN: seo Inte them, Now I preſume the good 
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& people of England would not be willing that the 
« Americans, in their aſſemblies, ſhould tax Engliſhʒ 
«© property here: and why ſhould we therefore de- 
« fire, in our parliament, to tax American property 
„ there?“ 

I reply: The caſe is not ſimilar. The Ameri- 
cans are protected, and the Britiſh legiſlature is the 
protecting power. The protected owe taxes to their 

rotectors, and not the protectors to the protected, 
You apply ** the golden rule of the ſcripture” to 
the caſe in hand, as unfortunately as I ſhould do, 
if I ſaid, that this rule intitles my ſervant to com- 
mand me, becauſe I have a right to command him : 
and that I may jzz/tly demand a fee of the phyſician 
who attends me, becauſe he ies demands a fee of 
me for his attendance. Nay, if your argument is 
juſt, it proves that the king is bound to pay you 
taxes, You may go to his majeſty, and addreſs him 
thus, according to your patriotic doctrine; O king, 
the golden rule of ſcripture, both for governors and go- 
werned, obliges thee to do to me, as thou would} that 
] ould do to thee, Now, thou wouldſt that I ſhould 
par thee taxes, and theretore, drop thy Britiſh parti- 
ality, commence an American patriot, and confeſs 
that thou ſnhouldſt pay xe taxes. 
If the objection, which you draw from our Lord's 

golden rule, is trifling ; may not that which you 
raiſe from his bleſſed example, be affirmed to be de- 
plorable? Our reformers ſay, in their homily againſt 
evilſul rebellion, Part ii. No EXAMPLE ought to 
© be of more force with us chriſtians, than the 
© example of Chriſt our maſter, who, tho? he were 
© the Son of God, yet did always behave himſelf 
© moſt reverently to ſuch men as were in authority 
© in the world in his time. He behaved not himſelf 
© rebelliouſly; but openly did teach the Jews to pay 
© tribute to the Roman emperor, tho' a foreign and 
© a pagan prince: yea, himſelf with his apoſtles paid 
© tribute unto him. How different is your doctrine 
from that of thoſe loyal champions of truth ! That 
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very example of our Lord's loyalty, which they 6 
highly extol, you ¶ indirectly] repreſent as an in- 
ſtance of wean. How could he” [ſay you, 
p. 54] ** avoid paying the tribute demanded of him -- 
So, it ſeems that our Lord paid tribute becauſe he 
could not avoid paying it! He did it thro” neceſſity ! 
He broke his own commandments delivered by St. 
Peter and St. Paul! Submit yourſelves to every ordi- 
nance of man FOR THE LoRD's SAKE ; — Te muft be 


ſubject not only for wrath, but alſo for CONSCIENCE 


SAKE, Fear of wrath, and human prudence, were 
the laviſh motives of his loyal action! Nay, you 
intimate, p. 55, that he thought it lawful to pay 
tribute to Cæſar, only in the ſame ſenſe in which it 
is „ lawful to give a highwayman our money,” and 
p. £4, you roundly aſſert, that “ Such a“ | forced} 
« ſubmiſſion as this, is all the ſubmiſſion our Lord's Ex- 
„% AMPLE can be ſuppoſed in the leaft to countenance.” 
It you could prove this afſertion, Sir, the bright- 
neſs of our Lord's moral character would ſuffer a 
total eclipſe. For, if“ what a man has is ab/o- 
lately his own;” and if the Roman emperor had 
not, as protector of the Jews, a reaſonable claim 
to their tribute-money, did not our Lord prevari- 
cate, and was not an untruth found in his mouth, 
when he ſaid to the Jews, who ſhewed him the 
tribute-money, Render therefore to Ceſar the things 
which ARE Caeſar's? In what ſenſe could he ſay, 
that this money was Czsar's, if Cæſar had no 
more right to it than an highwayman ? And with 


what moral propriety could he bid the Jews to 


RENDER ſuch money to Cæſar, as a part of Cæſar's 
PROPERTY ? 

This is not all: The manner, in which our 
Lord enforced paying taxes to Tiberius, ſhews that 
he reſted this branch of our duty to our neighbour 
upon the very ſame authority, on which he reſted 
our obedience to God himſelf. To be convinced 
ot it, we need only conſider his evangelical charge, 
Render therefore to Cs AR, the things which ARE 

Cs AR's ; 
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Cxzsar's; and to God, the things which ARE 
Gop's. The manner in which the two parts of 
this injunction are connected, demonſtrates, that we 
muſt pay taxes to the civil power by which we are 
protected, as conſcientiouſly as we pay adoration to 
the divine power by which we exiſt. But, accord- 
ing to your patriotic doctrine, our Lord's ſolemn 
precept degenerates iato a charge as abſurd and pro- 


tane as the following: © Your money is ab/olutely 


« your own; render it therefore to Cæſar, or to an 
% highwayman, for it is his if he demands it: nor 
6 forget in like manner, to render your all to God: 
« for it is his, as your money is an highwayman's.“ 
What monſtrous doctrines does your patriotiſm cou- 
ple together! Geminantur tigribus agui! And how 
hard is it to do juſtice to ſcripture, when we directly 
or indirectly part theſe inſeparable precepts, Fear 
God aud honour the king, i. e. the protective power: 
Honour him with a reaſonable part of thy ſubftance, as 
well as by thy reſpectful behaviour! 

Let us fee if you are more ſucceſsful in your 
attempt to overthrow what you call my ““ grand 
plea from ſeriptere, taken from Rom. xlii.“ S. Paul 
there proves by various reaſons, that taxes are due 
to the higher powers that protect us. Such powers 
are ordained of God: —Reſiſting them, when they 
lay reaſonable taxes upon us, is ing the ordinance 
of God :-—Thoſe who refit, in ſuch a cate, ſhall receive 
to themſelves damnation . They are God's miniſters to 
us POR GOOD ; their grand buſineſs being to protect 
us in the way of virtue, and to curb or puniſh us in 
the way of vice :—and they attend continually to this 
very thing, i. e. to our protection when we do well, 
and to our puniſhment when we break the laws. 
REND ER therefore to all their DUES, tribute to qubome 


tribute is DUE, &c. 


To ſet aſide the force of this nervous comment 
of St. Paul upon the words of our Lord, Rexver 
anto Ce/ar, &c. you tell us p. 63, that ** the apoſtle 
does not take upon him in the leaft, to determine 10 
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& y Hot tribute-2vas due. But are you not miſ- 
taken, Sir? Does he not explicitly ſay zo whom, 
when he mentions e higher powers that protect us? 
Now if the king and the Britiſh parliament are 
the higher powers, that have hitherto protected the 
Colonies ; does not the apoſtle decide our contro- 
verſy, as much as if he ſaid, Let the American 
Colonies pay taxes to the king and parliament, who 
are the higher powers that have continually attended to 
the protection of the Coloniſts when they did well, 
and now attend to the puniſhing of them, becauſe 
they do ill? jp 
But you add alſo, ** The apg/ile does not take 
& won him to determine what QUANTUM of tribute 
& might be due.” True: for he did not attend con- 
tinually to the dangers of the ſtate, and to the beſt 
means of averting them, He minded his own by» 
fineſs, inſtead of reflecting upon the higher powers 
in the execution of theirs, He knew no more than 
you, and I, what expence thoſe powers might be 
at, to protect him and all his fellow- ſubjects; tho? 
he could eaſily conceive, that ſuch expence was pro- 
digious, ſince the _ captain Lyfias employed once 
an army to reſcue him from the rage of mobbing religi- 
aniſts; and protected him on another. 2 y 
granting him a guard of 200 ſoldiers, 70 horſemen, 
and 200 ſpearmen: Acts xxiii. 23, 27. Now as Paul 
did not u myriads of his fellow - ſubjects 
ſtood in need of ſuch a guard as well as himſelf, and 
as he did not claim a place in the legiſlature iure di- 
vino, he did not pretend to determine the quantum of 
tribute neceſſary to maintain a ſufficient, protecti 
force, all over the Roman empire. But what has 
this to do with the queſtion? Could not Paul make 
Chriſtians underſtand that chey muſt pay rent to 
their landlords, and taxes to the hi powers, 
without ** determining the quantum of ſuch rents and 
taxes? Muſt not a divine, who makes ſo frivolous an 
objection, be at a ſtrange loſs for arguments? | 
But 
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But you go on: p. 63, The apoſtle only enjoins 

« the conſcientious payment of what was due, to 

* thoſe to whom it was due, according to the nature 4 
“ of the government under which they lived.” True, 
Sir, if by the nature of the government under which 
ave live, you mean the reaſonable demands of the 
legiſlative power which protects us. But if you 
mean by this phraſe, as your ſcheme requires, that 
we are to pay taxes only according to the nice ſpecu- 
lations of men, who cry up the conſtitution one hour, 
and decry it the next, if it does not ſuit their chime- 
rical notions of equal repreſentation, and their 
injudicious ideas of liberty; your doctrine is ſub- 
verſive of the apoſtle's loyal precept, opens the door 
to all manner ot ſedition, — leaves Chriſtians at an 
utter uncertainty with reſpect to a capital branch of 
morality, the payment of taxes: And I prove my 
aſſertion by the following obſervations. 

A1) The Jews were divided among themſelves, 
with reſpect to the nature of the government they were 
under. While ſome of them ſaid, We are under the 
Roman government; Me will have no king but Cæſar: 
the patriots ſaid, ** Me avere never in bondage to any 
man; we are freemen; we are under the Moſaic 
conſtitution ; we owe no taxes to Cæſar. To pay 
taxes to an heathen prince is to give up the excellent 
conſtitution which our anceſtors have tranſmitted to 
us.” Now, in full oppoſition to theſe plauſible no- 
tions, our Lord bid the Jews pay taxes to Cæſar, 
according to the Roman government ; another go- 
vernment this, than that which the patriots ſaid they 
were under. 

(2) When Joſeph and the virgin Mary went to 
Bethlehem, to be taxed according to the decree of 3 
Caſar Aug uſtus; the ableſt politicians were at a loſs 
to ſay what was preciſely the nature of the Roman 
government, which the Jews and moſt other nations 
were then under; ſo many were the. changes which 
it had undergone, At firſt it was a monarchy, by 
and by a republic, headed by conſuls, and by and by 

* | | a republic | 
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a republic headed by a dictator, One time the ſu- 
preme power had centered in a decemvirate; at 
another time a triumvirate had held the reins of ad- 
miniſtration. At that juncture the government wore 
the form of a monarchy again ; but there was yet 
a conſiderable minority, who held the high, republi- 
can principles of Cato, Brutus, and Caſſius, the three 
reat patriots of the day. This minority conſidered 
Cæſar Auguſtus as a tyrant, and a robber; to whom 
no taxes were due; aſſerting - that the government, 
which the Romans were under, was entirely repub- 
lican. Now, what muſt ſubjects do in ſuch a caſe ? 
Muſt they refuſe to pay taxes to the power that 
actually protects them, till the minority and thema- 
jority are perfectly agreed concerning the nature of 
the government under which they live?” Or mu 
they loſe their time in trying to decide nice, poli- 
tical queſtions, which puzzle the men who have 
ſtudied civil law all their life?? | 
(3) As it was next to impoſſible, to determine 
with exactneſs, what was the nature of the Roman 
government; ſo it requires more wiſdom, than mil- 
lions of people in the Britiſh empire are maſters of, 
preciſely to determine the nature of the Britifh go- 
vernment, The ſtrong Whigs are for the repub- 
lican government, which obtained in the days of 
Cromwell and the rump. The ſtrong Tories con- 
tend for the high, monarchical government, which 
prevailed in the days of king James II. You and 
I, Sir, are for the government, which has obtained 
ſince the revolution. Nor are you fatisfied even 
with this; for you ſpeak of an avowed defect in the 
preſent conſfitution. You are for an equal repreſen- 
tation of the people, that is, for an utter impoſſibi- 
lity: and p. 98, you inform us, That, till the 
eighth year of Henry the VI, all the reſidents in 
** county were permitted to elect repreſentatives, 


without exception ;” inſinuating, that now tbe 


** repreſentation here in England is impenfedt, becauſe 
that practice is diſuſed. Now, Sir, it this kind pf 
| B | | repte- 
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repreſentation is eſſential to the nature of the govern- 
ment wwe live under; and if we are not bound to pay 
taxes, which are not laid according to that ancient 
form of the conſtitution; it is clear, that no man in 
Great Britain is bound to pay any tax at all: for no 
tax is laid according to your levelling ſcheme ot 
repreſentation, and according to the nature of the go- 
wernment, which obtained before Henry VI. Hence 
it appears, that, as the Pope's bulls formerly looſed 
Britons from the oaths of fidelity, which they had 
taken to their ſovereign, and by this means raiſed 
and fomented rebellions. So. your political refine- 
ments looſe not only the Colonies, but Great Bri- 
rain alſo, from the obligation. of paying taxes to the 
king and parhament. So true it is, that overdoin 
is the way of undoing; and that your politics ten 
to kindle the — rebellion in England, and to 
_ it up in America, I ſay_yoxr politics, becauſe 
can 


or obli ges me to do juſtice to your good mean- 


ing, and to make a friendly diſtinction between your 
perſon and your opinions. 

(4) Should you fay, that, though it cannot be 
expected, that every fubject ſhall ſtudy the nature of 
all the wheels and ſprings, which compoſe that piece 
of political mechaniſm, we call The conflitution ; yet 
every ſubjet may chuſe his own repreſentative, 
"whoſe buſineſs is to decide what taxes muſt be paid, 
according to the conſtitution; I reply, that, in moſt 
Chriſtian governments, the people are not allowed 
to chuſe any repreſentatives, and therefore in ſuch 
itates every individual muſt, upon your plan, revolt 
or perſonally ſtudy politics, that he may know how 
to pay taxes, according to the nature of the con- 
ſtitution. | 

Things, I t, are upon another footing in 
England, Bus this does . the difficulty: 
for [not to mention, that perhaps nineteen ſubjects 
in England out of twenty, cannot chuſe repreſenta- 
_ tives] the members of parliament are as much di- 

vided among themſelves, as the Romans were _ 
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days of Auguſtus, and the Jews in the days of Ti- 
berius. The minority declare, that the Coloniſts 
are raxed againſt the nature of the conſtitution; 
whilſt the majority aſſert, that they are confiitution- 
ally taxed, Thus your patriotic comment abſolute- 
ly unnerves St. Pauls. doctrine. of taxation, and 
leaves. Chriſtians. in the greateſt uncertainty, with 
reſpect to the payment of taxes, which are the ſi- 
news of government. For, if that payment be ſuſ- 
pended on our zotozs of the nature of the govern- 
ment we are under, it might as well be ſuſpended 
on the hape of the clouds, and the colour of a pige- 
on's neck. 

Should you reply, that, when our repreſentatives 
do not agree touching the nature af the government 
we live under, we. muſt follow the majority; I at» 
ſwer, that the majority has decided the queſtion. 
But what care ſome patriots for the majority ? Does 
not Americanus openly oppoſe their deciſions, and 
wiſhfully quote the miſapply'd ſaying, *+* Dulce pro 
patria mori; jult as if mor! pro pertinacia was the 
ſame thing as pro patria mori; O Sir, if the for- 
mer is ſweet, the latter is the quinteſſence of bitter- 
neſs: for the ſcripture declares, that wilful rebellion 
is as the fin of witchcraft, and that fubbornne/i is as + 
#711 ity and: idolatry. 

e have ſeen by what arguments you have en- 
deavoured to prove, that the doctrine of taxation eſ- 
pouſed by the ſoveteign is irrational, and unſcripiu- 


TXxindLyY, How you attempt to prove, that it is 


"UNCONSTITUT LON AL» 


Permit me, Sir, to lay this doctrine before you 
with ſome capital. improvements, The. king. and 
parliament believe, that the conſtitution allows of 
iadirect repreſentation, and that among the ſeveral 
ſorts of indirect repreſentation, ſome are 4s and others 
more indirect. This ſentiment is founded on the fol. 

B 2 lowing 
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lowing FAcTs. (1) Tho? the conſtitution allows a 
woman, for inſtance Queen Elizabeth or Queen Ann, 
to be the head of the legiſlative power, yet no wo- 
man- ſubject can have any ſhare in the legiſlature; 
but all women are indirectly repreſented by the men; 


be their rank ever ſo high, and their property erer 


ſo conſiderable.— (2) According to the conſtitution, - 
all the voters, who actually chuſe parliament- men, 
indirectly repreſent all the voters who do not, or 
cannot attend the election; whether the abſent 
voters be at home or abroad, in jails or on ſick- beds. 
— (23) Tho" the number of the non-voters exceeds 
ten or twenty times the number of the voters; yet, 
according to the conſtitution, the voters indirectly 
repreſent the countleſs body of the non-voters, whe- 
ther ſuch non- voters be poor men of age, or rich men 
under age.— (4) The conſtitution allows that men 
of a certain profeſſion ſhall be particularly repreſent- 
ed, when men of other honourable profeſſions are 
not. Thus the clergy are particularly repreſented, 
when the rich body of our merchants, the gentlemen” 
of the law, thoſe of the fleet, thoſe of the army, 'and 
thoſe of the faculty, are not allowed a particular re- 
preſentation. This conſtitutional partiality does not 
ſtop here: The whole order of biſhops is admitted into 
the houſe of lords; but not one ſeat in the houſe of 


commons, is appropriated to the order of the prieſts. - 


Such 1s the latitude which the conſtitution allows 
herſelf, when ſhe decides concerning the right of re- 
preſentation !—(5) According to the ſame preroga- 
tive, ſhe orders, that the little county of — _rf 
ſhire, ſhall fend as many members as the large county 
of Yorkſhire ; ſo that if Yorkſhire 1s ten times more 
populous than Rutlandſhire, the repreſentation of a 
Yorkſhire freeholder is by ten degrees weaker or le/5 
direct, than the repreſentation of a Rutlandſhire 
freehdlder. And, ſuppoſe the city of Briſtol con- 
tains a thouſand times more freemen, than the decay'd 
borough of old Sarum, the conſtitution allows, that 
a burgeſs of old Sarum ſhall be a thouſand times more 
directly, or particularly repreſented than a freeman 
of Briſtol, -(6.) On the ſame plan, ſome _— 
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and populous towns are not allow'd to ſend any re- 
preſentative, when ſome poor and deſerted Corniſh 
or Welch boroughs, ſend as many members as ſome 
of the greateſt cities in the kingdom.—(7) The con- 
| - ſtitution allows, that the preſent members ſhall repre- 
- ſent all thoſe who are abſent; that the majority of 
the preſent members, ſhall indirectly repreſent the 
- minority; and that the parhament ſhall determine 
the affairs of all the Britiſh ſettlements in Europe, 
Aſia, Africa, and in the Weſt-Indies ; altho' the 

Coloniſts ſettled in thoſe parts have no direct repre- 
ſentatives in parliament: I ſay no direct repreſenta- 
tives becauſe the conſtitution ſuppoſes, that as the 
men 2rdireftly repreſent all the women; the burgeſ- 

N ſes, all that are not burgeſſes; and the freeholders, 

L all that have no freehold; and as the majority in 
parliament indirectly repreſents the minority, and the 
members who are in the houſe indirey repreſent 

4 thoſe who are abſent ; ſo the three branches of the 

1 legiſlature, indirectly repreſent all the political body 

which is called the Britiſh empire, juſt as the head, 

the heart, and the breaſt indirectly repreſent all the 
natural body; whether the hands and feet touch each 
other, or whether they are widely extended towards 
the eaſt and the weſt.—(8) The proſperity of the | 

F mother- country being as cloſely connected with the j 

p : 22 of the Colonies, as the welfare of parents 

f - 1s connected with that of their children, Great Bri- 

* tain has as rational and natural a right to repreſent | 
the Colonies, as parents have to repreſent their chil- | 
ö dren; preſent burgeſſes, thoſe that are abſent; and | 
a — be rt v2 thoſe that have no vote, Laſtly, | 
matter of fact demonſtrates, that the American Colo- 
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- nies are indirectly repreſented in parliament, and mat - 
ter of fact bears down ten thouſand ſophiſms. I 
have already made appear, that the conſtitution al- 
| lows of various degrees of indirect repreſentation, 
ſome proximate, and others more remote. . And, that 
==: 4 the Coloniſts are repreſented in one of the degrees 
which the conſtitution allows, appears by the fol- 
. B 3 lowing 
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lowing remark: As a lawyer, who pleads your 
cauſe in a court of judicature, is indirectly your 
repreſentative, whether you choſe him or not: 80 
the members, who plead the cauſe of the Coloniſts 
in the high court of Parliament, ſhew themſelves 
the indirect repreſentatives of the Coloniſts, whe- 
ther the Coloniſts choſe them or not. And there- 
fore, to deny that the Provincials are indirectly re- 
preſented in parliament, is as bold an impoſition up- 
on the good ſenſe of the public, as to deny that the 


minority in both houſes of parliament oppoſes the 


claims of Great Britain and votes for the Colomies : 
For reaſon, conſcience, and the conſtitution agree 
to decide, that if the Coloniſts are not indirectly 
repreſented in parliament, the members, who plead 
their cauſe, have no more right to vote for them 
than you and I have. My demonſtration is ſhort : 


A confiderable number of parliament-men vote in 


both houſes, that parliamentary taxation is unjuſt 
with reſpect to the — all the members have 
a right to vote in their favour, and would do it, if 
their confcience permitted; and therefore the Co- 
lonifts are inconteſtably, tho? indirectly, repreſented 
in parliament, Nor can one of the members, who 
compoſe the minority, give his vote for the Ameri- 
cans, without confuting himſelf, if he demes that 
they are irdirefiy reprefented in the parhament : 
and if they are indirectly repreſented in the parka- 
ment, they may be ©ONsTITUTIONALLY taxed BY. 
THE PARLIAMENT. On this ground, which is firm 
2s zatter of fact, the majority are ready to ſtand the 
minority and you, in all the courts of reaſon, which 

are or can be erected in Great Britain or America. 
Confider we now what you object to this conſtztu- 
tional doctrine. Page 37, you ſay, The non- 
voters here can point out their virtual repreſen- 
„ tatives, as clearly as the voters can point out their 
© direct? repreſentatives. But whd are the ſpecific 
virtual repreſentatives of America? Who are 
„% appointed to repreſent the property there - I 
repiy 3 
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reply : (1) The whole body, in which the legiſlative 
power is lodged, is appointed by the conſtitution 
to protect the property of all the ſubjects of Great 
Britain, (2) Your ideas of repreſentation are far 
roo much circumſcribed. Though the members 
of a Corniſh borough dire . * the burgeſſes 
of that borough, yet they indirefly repreſent the 
commons of all England, and of all the Britiſh do- 
minions. If it were not ſo, they could have no 
voice in the houfe, except when the petty concerns 
of their borough are debated. Now Sir, by the 
ſame conſtitutional rule, by which the members of 
a Welch borough are appointed to manage the af- 
fairs of all England; the members - of Middleſex 
are appointed to manage the affairs of all Britiſh 
America. And if you want me to point out ſome 
of the indirect, virtual repreſentatives of the Ame- 
ricans, I take up the firſt news- paper, and point at 
the names of the members, who diltinguiſh thera- 
ſclves by their zeal to ſupport what they judge to be 
the rights of the Americans. And 1 aſk, If thefe 
Lords and Gentlemen do not in4ire#ly repreſent the 
rich and the in our colonies, what right have 
they to vote for the Coloniſts more than the mem- 
bers of the Iriſh Parliament ? 
Page 31, You intimate, that it is “ perfectly un- 
& conititutional, to exclude the Americans from 
« having a voice in the diſpoſal of their property, 
„ whoſe eſtates may amount to thirty-nine pounds 
„% per annum ;” though you grant, that ** a man 
„in England can have no voice in the diſpoſal of 
« his property, whoſe eſtate amounts to no more 
« than thirty-nine ſhillings per annum. But have 
you forgot, that the conſtitution allows ** the pot- 
« boilers in the deſpicable hovels of ſome boroughs” 
to have votes for parliament-men, while fome ** Free» 
« holders in Glocefler, Hereford, and London, have 
« 10 wotes for town or county,” becauſe they are nei- 
ther freemen nor liverymen, On this important 
conceſſion, which you make page 98, I reſt the fol- 
HIER oi B 4 lowing 
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lowing queries. If the conſtitution allows the tax 
ation of ſome FREEHOLDERSin the cities of Glocęſfer 
Hereford, and London; although fuch freeholders? 
through an accidental cauſe, HAVE NO VOTES FOR 
TOWN OR COUNTY ; Why can it not allow the tax- 
ation of ſome FREEHOLDERS, Who, through an ac- 
cidental cauſe, have no votes for England or Ame- 
rica? And if you grant, that the conſtitution per- 


mits, that ſome men, who poſſeſs a FREEHOLD in 


the center of Great Britain, are conf?rtutionally taxed 
by the parliament, though they have no vote; do 
you not expoſe your prejudice before all the world, 
if you ſay that the Coloniſts cannot be conſtitutionally 
taxed by the parliament, merely becauſe they have 
no vote? | | hes >, 

I have preſſed you with the caſe of fome members 
of parliament, who are conftitutionally taxed with 
or awthout their conſent, ſo long as they chuſe to 
live abroad. P. 31, 32, you reply, “ The Ame- 
ricans are at home Lou infinuate, that my doc- 
trine ſuppoſes they ** are NEVER, AT HOME,” and 
you humourouſly ſay, “ Were I a Colonift, the 
„ prerogative I would humbly ſue for, ſhould be 
„that of being permitted to be at home; for home 
4 is home, ſays the old proverb, be it ever ſo home- 
% ly.“ I anſwer, Lord Pigot, a member of par- 
liament, who is in the Eaſt Indies, and Mr. Han- 
cock, à member of the congreſs, have the full leave 
of the conſtitution to be Ar yome. Only it muſt 
be remembered, that, by emigration, they have 
their home in two places; as the gentlemen who 


- have a houſe in London, and another in the coun- 
try. They have their Igative home in Great 
Britain, and their afual home, Lord Pigot in Ben- 
gal, and Mr. Hancock in Philadelphia. If they 


will enjoy the prerogatives of their legi/lative home, 
they muſt return to England, juſt as the gentlemen, 


who will fill their ſeats in the parliament, and enjoy 


their honours at court, muſt leave their country- 


* 


tinction 


ſeats and repair to London, Nor fay that the dif- 
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tinction I make between our act and our legiſla- 
tive home is frivolous; for Dr. Price, your oracle, 
ſays, ** They [the colonies] gloried in their relation 


„fo us;—and they always ſpoke of TH1s country and 
% Jooked to it as THEIR HOME,” Now, as the Co- 


loniſts were never ſo deſtitute of good ſenſe, as to 
look on England as their afzal! home; it remains, 


that your oracle has ſpoken nonſenſe, or that Eng- 


land is their principal, legiſlative home. And would 
to God, they were not grown ſo uneaſy, as to deſ- 
piſe this © home, be it ever ſo homely” ! 

You hint indeed at the inconveniency and impoſ- 


fibility of the Coloniſts coming back to their legiſ- 


lative home; but this objection makes as much 


againſt your ſcheme of repreſentation as againſt 
ours; for you infinuate, that all the non-voters in 
England may go and ſettle in the few Boroughs, 
where the conſtitution allows every pot · boiler to be 
a voter; and you give us a hint, that if they do 


not, it is their own fault.” But is it not more 


practicable for all the Free-holders in America, to 
crowd into Great Britain; than for all. the non- 
voters in Great Britain, to crowd into ſuch privi- 


leged boroughs as you ſpeak of; or tor all the wo- 
men, who have freeholds in England, to change 


their ſex, that they may have a vote at the next. 
election ? | 
You reply, p. 38, The repreſentation in ENG 
& LAND is zuequal, owing to a great variety of ca- 
« ſual circumſtances, which it would be uſelefs to 
© enumerate,” Now, Sir, applying to all the 
Britiſh empire, what you ſay of England, I anſwer, 
The repreſentation with reſpect to AMERICA is 
© unequal; owing to» a great variety of caſual cir- 
„ cumſtances,” ſuch: as emigration, diſtance, in- 
terpoling ſeas, and the impropriety of multiplying 
* parliaments, which would as much weaken the 
B 5 | empire, 


— 


* Mr. Evans wants each American aſſembly to be inveſſed 
with ſupreme power in conjunction with the king, after the mo- 
del of the Iriſh Parliament; but I wiſh the Britiſh empire too 
well to be of his ſentiment. The ſame rule holds in politics aud 
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empire, as you would do a piece of elock-work, 


if you contrived to make each wheel move by means 


of a ſeparate ſpring. Thus, if I am not miſtaken, 
your own conceſſions, backed by one of Dr. Price's 
obſervations, ſhew that, ſo far, your attempt to de- 
monſtrate that the parliamentary doctrine of taxation 
is contrary to the conſtitution, only ſhews that it is 
TRULY CONSTITUTIONAL, 


Come we now to your capital argument, the firſt 1 


part of which runs thus: ** The American CAN 
*© have no voice in the diſpoſal of his property; and 
« avhat is worſe, thoſe who are to have the poxver 
* of diſpoſing of it, are under every poſſible tempta- 
tion to abuſe that power, becauſe every ſhilling they 
„tale out of the pocket of an American is ſo much 
& ſaved in their own.” To this I reply, Find. p. 
33, © You miſtake; For as many of the Coloniſts as 
* chuſe to purchaſe a freehold in England, may 
become electors; and as many as have a ſuffici- 
* ent fortune MAY be candidates at the next elec- 
« tion;?* adding, that you yourſelf fpeak of a 
« late American candidate, who was a friend to 
*© America.” But you take no notice of this i- 
cient anſwer. Yer 
Preſſing you ſtill farther, I remind you that 
© There are ſeveral members in both houſes of par- 
* liament, who have a very large property in Ame- 
© rica, and who, when they tax the Coloniſts, take 
far more money out of their own pocket than 
they 
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in mechanics; the more a government and a machine are need 
l:j/ly complicated, the weaker is their motion, and the greater the 
danger of their being out of order. It is the glory and ſtrength 
of our contiitution to be compact, in ſe torus terts atque rotundus. 
As I could not admire an human body with one head and a dozen 
ſtomachs, I could not be pleaſed to ſee Great Britain and her Co- 
lonijes exhibiting to the world a pelitical body, with one royal head 
and a dozen ſupreme courts of parliament. If ſuch needleſs di- 
viſions and multiplications do not tend to ſpeedy diſſolut ion, they 
certainly de to weakneſs, confuſion, ſlowneſs of operation, and a 
thouſand evils, which France with her ſeveral unconnected par- 
liaments fo ſeverely feels. 
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they probably do out of the pocket of Mr. Han- 
cock.“ To this you reply, page 41, But ⁊ubar 
« ſecurity have the Americans, that there qwill al- 
„ qvays be fach members in parliament ?” I anſwer: 
They have the ſame ſecurity for it, which we have 
that there will always be a prince to fill the throne, 
and a number of peers to compoſe an houſe of 
Lords. It is not impoſſible, that a plague ſhould 
{weep away all the royal family, and all the nobility ; 
but would it be right, to diſtreſs the public upon 


ſuch a ſuppoſition? Would it not be ridiculous to 
frighten the ſimple, by telling them that the conſti- 


tution is in danger, and that, as we have no ſecurity 
that all the royal tamily and all the nobility will not 
die of the plague, or be blown up by a ſecond gun- 

wder plot, our conflitution is almoſt loft,” and we 
are likely to have ſoon another rump 3 


without king and without houſe of Lords 


But you add: Unleſs all the members of , the Bri- 

« th parliament had American property, they would 
4 not be on a level with the non-woters in England.” 
I reply : It the American Colonies are, as ſome patri- 
ots ſuppoſe, the capital ſpring of Britiſh wealth, all 
the members of parliament have a particular, tho 
indirect concern in the proſperity of the Coloniſts ; 
nor does the conſtitution require that taxed ſubjects 
ſhould be on a level with each other in every poſſuble 
reſþet. The Americans ſhould be thankful. tor being 
on a level, not only with the non- voters in England, 
in the important right of qualifying themſelves to be 
voters, or candidates for ſeats in parliament ; but 
alſo with the free-holders in London, who have no- 
vote, and with the members of parliament abroad, 
who, through emigration, cannot afually ſhare in 
the legiſlature,» I repeat it, to attempt to bring 
about a repreſentation equal ia every reſpect, is as ab- 
ſurd as to attempt making all our felow-ſubjects of 
one ſize, one age, one ſex, one country, one revenue, 
one rank, and one capacity. | 
B 6 Another 
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Another of my anſwers to your grand argument 
ran thus: It is improbable that our law-givers 
+ voald fave a dirty ſhilling in their pocket, by op- 
preſſively taking one out of an American's pocket. 
© Being men of fortune they are raiſed by their cir- 
* cumitances above the felonious trick you ſpeak of,” 
Page 40, you humourouſly reply, “I ſuppoſe, Sir, 
if you ſhould lend a few thouſands to any of our 
„ legiſlators, you would not pretend to aſk for a Bond. 
«© It would be ngenerous to ſuſpect men of ſuch cir- 
© cumſtances as the conſtitution obliges all our law- 
&« givers to be, of ſuch a felonions trick as not paying 
© you again.” But this reply of yours is fully ob- 
viated by my fifth anſwer, which is as follows: If 
the Coloniſts were afraid of being taxed more hea- 

© vily than the rule of proportion allows, ſhould they 
not have humbly requeued, that the parliament x 
would ſettle the matter by an Acr, —or © a BOND | 
which might have been an effectual check upon the 
abuſe of the power of taxation? | 

You think to unnerve this anſwer by ſaying, p- 

42, © What the Coloniſts ould have done is one 
„thing, and what the Britiſh parliament has done is 
© another.” True: The parliament has laid upon 
the Coloniſts a little tax, and they have revolted, in- | 
ſtead of paying it with the loyalty which becomes | 
good ſubjects, and with the prudence which becomes | 
1 men jealous of their liberty; and there fore their con- 
duct is unjuſtifiable, aud that of the parliament rea- 
ſanable. You farther inſinuate, that, as you are 
not obliged to . conform to the ęſtabliſbed church,” ſo 
the Coloniſts were not obliged to ſubmit to Britiſh 
taxation in the prudential manner I have men- | 
tioned. But the caſe 1s not parallel, Neither 
chriſtianity nor the conſtitution obliges us to con- 
tom to the eſtabliſhed church; whereas both en- 
join us to render to all their buks, tribute to avhon 
tribute is DUE, that is, to the ſupreme protective 
power. | | | 
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You have another ſtring to your bow: Senſible 
that the preceding argument is not ſtrong enough 
to ſhoot the arrow of conviction into a thinking 
man's breaſt, you add, p. 42. ** A man that robs 


„ me on the highway, may think that I ould have 


« previouſly aſked him if he did not want m 


money. but I preſume this will not juſtify his 


„ robbing me.” - So, Sir, you will always infinu- 
ate, that we are no more bound to pay reaſonable 
taxes to the legiſlative power which protects us, 
than we are bound to give our money to a robber 
who demands it! But when Americanus argues in 
this manner, does he not contradict St. Paul, ; Jeſus 


. Chriſt, and Mr. Evans himſelf, who [p. 27.] not 


only grants e neceſſity of ſubjefts paying taxes,” 
but intimates that a man who denies the propriety of 
that cuſtom, and the ground of that - propriety, is 


one of the moſt unreaſonable beings in the univerſe, 
* and a mere political Quixote?” It does not be- 


rome me to decide how far you have drawn your 
own picture in this candid conceſſion: But, as 
you finiſh your anſwer to my argument by this diſ- 
play of your conſiſtency, I may defire the public 
to judge, whether your reply gives a finiſhing 
ſtroke to the cauſe of the parliament, or to your 
own. 

The other part of your capital argument runs 
thus: The Britons who have no vote, or who are 
unable to vote by emigration, may ** conſent to 
« the diſpoſal of their property, becauſe they have 
% always this ſecurity, that thoſe - who take an ac- 
e tive part in the diſpoſal of their property, muſt 
at the ſame time diſpoſe of an equal proportion 
& of their own.” TI have already ſhewn, that the 
Coloniſts have confiderable degrees of ſecurity, that 
the parhament will not tax them d:proportionably, 
And if they had properly aſked a fuller ſecurity, 
inſtead of flying to arms, the parliament would un- 
doubtedly have granted their requeſt, But, without 
dwelling upon this anſwer ; to overthrow your ar- 
gument I need only obſerve, that it is inconcluſive, 

becauſe 


© becauſe it can be retorted, and ſaps the foundation 
+ of what you call . the fundamental privilege” of the 
commons, which is, that no money-bills can rea- 
ſonably ** originate but from themſelves.” For, if 
money - bills always originated from the Lordi, who 
are richer than the populace, the commons would 
have always this ſecurity, that the Lords in taking an 
ative part in the diſpoſal of the peoples property, muſt 
at the fame time diſpoſe of an equal proportion of their 
own. So eaſily can your 2 argument be turned 
againſt your own cauſe! And fo great is the incon - 
ſintency of a ſyſtem, one part of which you cannot 
ſupport without totally undermimng the other 
It thefe remarks recommend themſelves to your 
reaſon, piety, and ſober patriotiſm ; I hope, Sir, you. 
will confeſs, that truth is a file, which we bite in 
vain; that it is as imprudent to attack a good ar- 
gument in the field of controverſy, as to lay hold 
of an antagoniſt's ſword with a naked hand in a 
field of battle; that your reply has given me an op- | 
portunity of confirming my Vindication ; and that r 
bi the doctrine of taxation embraced by the parliament 
þ is truly rational, ſcriptural, and conflitutional, Q. 
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I am, 9 [3 
Rev. Sir, 
Your friendly Opponent, and 


Obedient Servant in the Goſpel, 


J. F. 


LET. | 


Rev. Six, 


Would have taken my leave of you in the pre- 

ceding letter, had I not conſidered, that a pa- 
tient controvertiſt ought to contend for Truth, till 
ſhe enjoys her full liberty. The truth 1 defend is 
not yet free. She is ſtill bound, with three or four 
of the chains you have loaded her with. Nor can I 
complete my reſcue, without breaking them with my 
polemical hammer, . 


I. The firſt of theſe chains is your error (or that 
of Lord Camden) concerning the A8s0LUTENESS 
OF OUR PROPERTY» 


Page 34, you ſtill infinuate, that © I hat a man 
« has is ABSOLUTELY his own.” Nevertheleſs, 
preſſed by my objection, you indirectly grant, that 
God has a right to our property. But if God 
has a right to our property, does he not dele- 
gate this right to our political gods, I mean to our 
Lawgivers and Governors, who are his liextenants 
and repreſentatives? And in this caſe, how can you 
ſay that x0 MAN hasa right to take our preperty 
from us without our conſent ; our property be- 
ing ab/olutely our own? I ſtill farther aſſert, that, 
ſo long as we live in ſociety, our property is a part 
of the commonwealth : But if it is ABSOLUTELY 
our on, how can it be a part of the COMMon- 
WEALTH ? And if it is @ part of the COMMON- 
WEALTH, how can it be ABSOLUTELY our 1 

| up- 


1 Let. 2. 


I ſupport this dilemma by the following Queries, 
Who is fuch ' a novice in politics as not to know, 
that private intereſt, in a thouſand caſes, is to 
yield to public good; and, of conſequence private 

oſſeſſion to public claims? If a man has a thou- 
{and buſhels of wheat, which he hoards up in time 
of ſcarcity, may he not be juſtly compelled to ſell 
it at a reaſonable price, tho' he and his repreſen- 
tative ſhould cry out ever ſo loud, Oppreſlion ! 
tyrranny ! robbery *”—If a nobleman found rich 
mines of coals in his eſtate near London, could he 
not be legally hindred from working thoſe mines, 
Jeſt the New-caſtle colliers, and a thouſand failors 
ſhould ſtarve for want of employment ?—If Briftol 
were beſieged, and you had a houſe near the walls, 
where the enemy might lodge his forces to annoy 
the city; might not your houſe be juſtly pulled 
down; tho” you and your American repreſentative 
ſhould refuſe your conſent to the very lait ?—It you 
have rich meadows, which you delight in; and.if 
the general good requires, that a fort be erected 
upon them, or a canal cut thro' them; may you, 
not be made ſenſible that the public has a ue t 
right to your property; and that your ground is 
not ſo abſolutely your own, but you may be com- 
pelled to part with it for the good of the king- 
dom ?—[It you have a ſhip laden with — 
brought from the Levant, and you want to ſell 
. them immediately to prevent their being ſpoiled ; 
and if there is ſome reaſon to fear, that they will 
convey the plague; may not a magiſtrate, in ſpite 
of you and a hundred repreſentatives, if you had 
a right tochuſe ſo many, force you to let your 
goods ſpoil, rather than to endanger the lives of 
thouſands ?—And, to come to the caſe of the Colo- 
niſts, if you and your repreſentative fancied, that 

ou owe nothing to the ſovereign for protecting you 
in time paſt, and that you can very well protect 
yourſelves for the time to come; and if, upon ſuch 
a fancy, you refuſed to contribute to the expence 
of the general protection; think you the aue 

woul 
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would be duped by your conceit, and grant you to 
live as free from taxes in England, as David did 
in Iſrael, when he had flain Goliath ? Would not 
our governors juſtly ſeize upon a. proportion of 
your property, whether you and your repreſentative 
reaſonably conſented to 1t ; or whether you abſurdly 
raiſed the neighbourhood by the patriotic cry of 
* W robbery! and murder?“ 

Nor is it only our property, which 1s not abſo- 
Jutely our own, when we live in civil ſociety : For 
what I have ſaid of our goods, may be applied to 
our perſons. We are not ab/olutely our own. Hence 
it is, that in all civihzed countries, when the ſo- 
vereign wants ſoldiers for the protection of the 
common wealth, a militia is raiſed; and if the lot 
falls upon a pacific farmer, notwithſtanding his ob- 
Jections, and the qppoſition of his parliamentary 


repreſentative, he muſt bear arms, either in his 


own perſon, or in the perſon of his military repre- 
ſentative. And when no ſuch repreſentatives can 
"be procured, the men who are able may be perſon- 
ally preſſed into the ſervice of the commonwealth. 
Hence it is that, in an emergency, the ſovereign 
Tues prefs-warrants to raiſe ſailors for manning the 
fleet. An hardſhip this, which, great as it is, is 
not fo great as the general overthrow of the ſtate, 


* TT. Your Vir error about the abſoluteneſs of our 
property, naturally leads you into a ſecond concern- 
ing ABJECT SLAVERY, Which you confound with 
"loyal ſubjeAion. Hence you ſay, p. 34, &. If 
„there be any man, call him by what name yo 

*<6 pleaſe” [you ſhould have ſaid, agreeably to the 
"caſe in debate, if there be any /# of men, call them 
"by what name you pleafe, lawgivers, magiſtrates, or 
officers of the legiſlative power] ** who has? [or have} 
a right to take it [his property] without his con- 


„ ſent expreſſed by himſelf or repreſentative, what is 


„ this but the quinieſſence of ſlavery? Wherein does 


„ the caſe of ſuch a man differ from that of the 
CIS II&0 810 © 


£ „ ;*s N 44 moſt 
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( 34 ) Let. 2. 


„ mgft abjeft ſlave in the univerſe? God's lieute- 
„ nauts may, it is true, be very mild, and kind, 
« and reaſonable in their demands, and require no 
% more of ſuch a man than it is highly juſt he 
4% ſhould pay :—but what then? If my property be 
«© at their diſpoſal, not my own,—what becomes 
„of my liberty? The man that robs me of five 
« fhillings only, commits a robbery as much as the 
man that robs me of five pounds. The moſt ab- 
ect Alave in the univerſe may chance to have a 
„ very good maſter; but ſtill, if he is at the die 
% poſal of his maſter, —he is equally a ſlave when 

« treated well as when treated ill.“ | 

The plauſibility of this argument reſts 

the follow ing miſtakes. (1) You ſtill ſuppoſe, that 
inſiſting on moderate taxes as a reaſonable equiva- 
lent for protection, is a ſpecies of robbery ; whereas 
fuch a demand, by the conſent of all men, except 
the patriots of the day, is as reaſonable as the de- 
mand of a moderate fee, which a diligent lawyer 
has upon his client.—(2) You do not conſider, that 
the Calovitts, being indir 1 in par- 
liament, have as much conſented by their iadirect 
repreſentatives, to pay taxes to the parliament, as 
the patriots and you have conſented by your direc? 
repreſentatives to be additiozally taxed in order to 
bring the Colonies to reaſon. —( 3) The Latin word 
Sermus, means not only a _/ervant, but a bond-man 
and a flavez; and the Engliſh word, Servitzde, 
means both /lave;y and the Hate of a ſervant, But 
would it be right in me to avail myſelf of this ana- 
gy, to put all the patriotic ſervants in the king- 
dom out of conceit with their /ervitude, and to make 
them ſhake off the yoke of dependance, under pre- 
tence that ſervitude is abzef ſlauery, whether a ſer- 
vant is treated well or 1ll ?—(4) In Hebrew the word 
obed] ſervant, means both à fave and a ſubjer. 
But would you have approved of Abſalom's con- 
duct, if, on this account, he had alienated the 
minds of his father's /uljc4s, and made an injudi- 
cious populace believe, that whoſoever fully ſub- 
mits 
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mits himſelf to good government, commences an 
abjeA laue? Who does not ſee the inconclufive- 
neſs of this argument? An abjec ſave is bound 
to ſubmit himſelf reaſonably or unrea/onably to his 
daxwlc/3 Sovereign: A loyal /ubjeft is bound to ſub- 
mit himſelf rea/onably to his lawful Sovereign: 
And therefore, as they are both Bound to ſubmit or 
SUBJECT themſelves to their Sovereign, they are 
both ** aljef? flaves.” Such logick, r, may con- 
vert heated Americans to your 8 patrio- 
tiſm; but, if I am not miſtaken, it will confirm 
zudicious Britons in their conſtitutional loyalty.— 
($5) You conclude your argument by ſfaying* ** 4 
6& SLAVE 4s equally a $LAVE, when treated well as 
& when treated ill;” and you might have added, 4 
SUBJECT ig equally a SUBJECT when treated well as 
when treated i; but then the pill would not have 
been properly guilded ; and your own loyalty, as 
well as piety, would have taken the alarm at a doc- 
trine, which bears ſo hard upon this goſpel precept, 
Let every ſoul 8E SUBJECT to the higher Powers. 

For my part, whatever you may ſay of my ** meah- 
neſs,” I will be the ſervant, the /ubjef, and if you 
pleaſe, Sir, the sLAvE of GOOD government. I am 
determined to glory in the /abje#on, of which you 
ſeem to be ſo . and aſnamed: And applying to 
a freeman what the Apoſtle ſays of a Son, I do not 
ſcruple to aſſert, that a freeman, /o long as be lives 
in ſociety, and is a SUBJECT, drffercth nothing from a 
SERVANT or SLAVE Who © is well treated; but a+ 
UNDER governors | lawgivers and magutrates] wntit 
the time appointed of his heavenly Father for his re- 
moving from earth, and leaving the fociety of mor- 
tals, Gal. iy. 1, 2. To oppoſe this doctrine, is to 
overthrow ſubj edion and government, which ſtand or 


fall together. 


III. A word about the ox rem or POWER, IT be- 
lieve with St. Paul, that The that art, are or- 
dained o God, who is che fountain of all _ 

an 


file 


breaks this great political charter of God, which 


(. 36 ) Let. 2. 


and the author of all good government. I date the 


divine communication of power, from the paradifi- 


acal age; yea, from the hour in which God ſaid 
to Adam and Eve, Multiply, and repleniſh the earth, 
and ſubdue it, and HAVE DOMINION over—every 
living thing. Gen. i. 28. Here, Sir, is the origi- 
nal ou of Power? and whoſoever wantonly re- 

b the Power which Providence calls him to obey, 


is ſo ſtrongly and ſo frequently confirmed in the 


- goſpel. 


You reply, p. 74, ** The firſt man could have 
© no power to protect and rule mankind, till there 
* were ſome for him to rule.” But is not this a 
miſtake? Might not God endue him with a pro- 
tectiwe, as well as with a prolific power, before the 
earth began to be repleniſhed? Would you not 
wonder at my poſitiveneſs, if I infiſted, that God 
could not give to Adam pqwer to multiply and rule 


his ſpecies, becauſe his ſpecies was not yet multi- 
plied, and governable; and that our Creator could 


And p. 77, you aſk, 


. * 


have no creative power, till creatures roſe into poſitive 
exiſtence ? | h 
But you add, p. 75, When Adam became a fa- 
& ther, he had as much * as any other father; 
Joes not every father receive 
& the ſame divine right of dominion ?” aſſerting 
that, There is nothing to be inferred from the 
“ parental authority of Adam, but is equally ap- 
c plicable to all parents without exception.” I re- 
ply, that it is contrary to all divinity to ſay, that 


every parent is endued with all the authority, which 


Adam was inveſted with, when God ſaid to him, 
SUBDUE the earth, and HAVE DOMINION. You are 
too judicious a divine, not to ſpeak a different lan- 
guage in the pulpit. You know, Sir, that Adam 
was inveſted with characters which he could not 


communicate to all his poſterity, and which conſe- 
quently are not common to all men. A fimile will 


poſſibly convince you of your . miſtake. King 


Sorge the third, is with reſpect to his children, 


what 


A on Sits 
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what Adam was with reſpect to his poſterity, He 
is a Father, and a King, The firſt character he 
can entail upon all his tons; but the-/econd he can, 
entail upon none but the prince of Wales. This 
ſhews the inconcluſiveneſs of the argument you draw 
trom “ Eve's motherhood,” and “ petticoat go- 
vernment.” I reverence the queen; and, if ſhe 
filled the throne as queen Ann did, I would ſub- 
mit myſelf to her good government, not becauſe 
of Eve's motherhoud, but becauſe God ſaid to Eve 
[as well as to Adam] in her regal capacity, Hawe 
dominion; and becauſe he ſays in the decalogue, 
Honour thy [ political] Mother, as well as thy poli- 
tical Father, Nor ſhould I be aſhamed to advance 
theſe two capital ſcriptures in ſupport of the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution, if you excited me to dethrone an 
Engliſh queen, and urged the propriety, of the loi 
ſaligue—a French law this, which, in all caſes, , ex- 
cludes princeſſes from the right of ſucceeding to the 
crown, | 
You try to embarraſs the queſtion by ſaying, p. 
79, © You muſt tell us who is Adam's heir, What 
« does it ſignify what power Adam had, or what 
* power he left behind him to his” [ governing] 
4+ ſucceſſors; unleſs we certainly know who thoſe 
„ ſucceſſors are.” But I reply, that, in every 
country, thoſe who ſhare in the dominion given to 
Adam and Eve in their regal capacity, are as much 


known as the king and parliament are known in 


England, the doge and ſenate. at Venice, the em- 
ror and diet in Germany, the monarch in France, 

and the deſpot in Prufſia, Whoever, by the 
providence of God, is endued with the legiſlative 
and protective power in the country where I reſide, 
and retains that power by the conſent of a majority. 
of the people, is the higher power which I ws 
der as actually ordained or Gop for my protec- 
tion, To that power I will cheartully ſubmit, fo 
far as it is uſed for good: And to that power I will 
conſcientiouſly pay taxes, for the protection which 
I enjoy 


© 33 ) " 


Fenjoy. And ſuppoſe that power was poſſeſſed by 
an uſurper, I would lament the uſurpation, and 
bear my teſtimony againſt it, till the ſame over- 
ruling providence which removed: Abſalom, John 
of Ley Ker, the Rump, and Cromwell, took. 
that uſurper out of the way alſo. But it divine 
providence, inſtead of removing the uſurper, eſtab- 
liſßed his power, as it did that of Jeroboam 
in the days of Solomon's fon, which I would know: 
by the general and laſting conſent of the people, 
1 would no longer oppoſe that power, but — 
mit myſelf to it as religiouſly as the chriſtians, 
of the fourth century did to Conſtantine the Great, 
and as chearfully as the French do to the ancient 
family of the Capers; tho' Hugues Capet, the 
firſt bing of that illudkrious — — a no- 
ble uſurper. Such are, if I miſtake not, the loyal 
views which the ſcripture gives us of the origin of 
power; and ſuch the marks, by which we may 
know the power that divine providence calls us to 


— 


onſider we now what are our views of the ſame 
doctrine. Page 66, you ſay, Every good go- 
« vernment is of God. Nor will the perſonal vices 
4 of our Governors, nor any flight error in their 
4 adminiſtaation of government, juſtify our reſiſt- 
ing them.” Here, Sir, you ſpeak as a chriſti- 
an and a Briton; and, fo far, I heartily ſet my ſeal 
to your politics. But who are our Governors? 

Are they not the _ who are enk ober- 
ing, legiſlative, 2 eme power? Now, Sir, ac- 
— this juſt ina of the word Gowern- 
ors, you have thrown down the diſtinction between 
the governors and the governed, and, before you are 
aware, you have crowned king Mob, I prove my 
afſertion-by your own words. Page 71, you write, 
«- Perhaps you will ſay, The sUrzEME Power in 
every government, muſt be lodged ſomewhere, 
4 and this power muſt be omnipotent and uncon- 


« trolable, I allow it, But the glory of ao ax a 
conſtitution 


Let. 2. ( 39) 
4 conſtitution is, that THE PEOPLE have never 
& parted with THy1s, power, but have MosT ARETLI- 
„ GrOUSLY kept it IN THEIR OWN HANDS.” 
Thus, Sir, according to your doctrine, the su- 
PREME and GOVERN 1NG power, belongs not to the 
GOVERNORS, but to THE PEOPLE, that is, to THE 
GOVERNED. Was ever a more prepoſterous doc- 
trine impoſed upon injudicious patriots? O Sir, 
what you call the glory of the Britiſh conflitution,” 
would be the ſhame of the worſt government. Nay, 
upon this plan, there could be no. government at. 
all. For, ſo long as the GovERNED gs religi- 
eu [ſhould you not have ſaid moſt impiouſly and 
abſurdly] keep the [GOVERNING] power in their otun 
hands, that power 1s in every body's hands. And 
the moment this is the caſe, there is an end of go- 
vernment ; anarchy takes place; king Mob breaks 
all the laws with an high hand; anda tyrannical 
populace fiercely trample upon alt order, and carry 
devaſtation wherever they turn their ſteps. Thus, 
Sir, you have helped me to prove the truth of this 
deep propoſition of judicious Mr, Baxter, who, af- 
ter having ſtudied chriſtian politics near thirty years, 
left it upon record, that, If once legiſlation, the 
« chief aft of government, be denied: to be any part 
© of government at all, and affirmed to belong to 
a the people as ſuch, who are no governors, ALL GO» 
$6 YVERNMENT WILL THEREBY BE OVER THROWN,” 
and the grand principle of the fierce, mobbing 
and levelling 1 Anabaptiſts will be religi 
ſet up. | 


This 


56 


+ I call ſome Anabaptiſts fierce and lex elling, to diſtinguith them 
from the © mild and moderate Anabaptiſis,” whom I have menti- 
oned Vind. p. 46, where I commend the candor of Biſhop Burnet 
For making a juſt diſtinction between theſe two ſorts of A 
tiſts; and for obſerving, that © zhey qvere not all of the ſame tem- 
fer. This, one would think, ſhould have hindered our bre= 
thren who contend for anabaptiſm, to think that I reflect on all 
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This doctrine of yours, Sir, brings to my re- 
membrance an anecdote, to which a loyal and pi- 
ous Anabaptiſt undeſignedly helped me ſome weeks 
ago. In order to convince me that what. Mr. Bax- 
ter ſays of the high republican ſpirit of the Ana- 
baptiſts and Independents is not true, he ſent me 
the-I'Vth volume of Blennerbaſſebs Hiftory of England, 
which 
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> 


the people of their denomination, for the political errors of ſome. 
Had I done this, I would publicly aſk their pardon ; being per- 
ſuaded that nothing can be more cruel, than to involve the inno- 
cent in undeſerved guilt, Leſt this conſtruction ſhould be put upon 
my quotations reſpecting the levelling Anabaptiſts, I inſerted in 
the ſecond edition of my Vindication, p. 46, a note where 1 ſay, 
that * ſome Anabaptiſts are very good people, that muſt of them mean 

e this is the caſe with my opponent.” And 1 
gladly embrace this third opportunity of teſtifying more fully my 
brotherly love to that reſpectable body of diſſenters ; not doubting 
but there are numbers of truly pious and loyal Anabaptiſts both 
in Germany, England, and America: However, p. 84, my op- 
ponent ſays, ( Your telling the world that I am, &c. an Anabap- 
« i, &c. is a diſplay of ithberality, meanneſs, and impertinence.” 
But where did I tell the world, in the firſt edition of my book, 
that Mr. Evans is an Anabaptiſt? And if in a note inſerted in 
the ſecond edition | which, by the bye, was not publiſhed when 
Mr. E. advanced this charge] I in/inuare that he is one of the 
Anabaptiſts who © are very good people and mean aue; I appeal 
to the unprejudiced, if this inſinuation, is not a diſplay of candor 
and brotherly love, rather than of “ i/liberalliry, meanneſs, and 
impertinence?” I grant that I have inforced Calvin's doctrine of 
taxation upon my opponent, by reminding him, that, as © hes 
a Calviniſt, he cannot well avoid paying ſome regard to that 
excellent doctrine of Calvin. But wherein conſiſts the impertinence 
of ſuch an argument? Are controvertiſts the only men, who 
cannot uſe n argument ad hominem? And has not Mr. E. as 
much reaſon to charge me with © meanneſs,”” becauſe I have ad- 
dreſſed him as a Briton and a Chriſtian, and have preſſed him, 
as ſuch, with appeals to conftizutional conceſſions, and his Chriſ- 
tian profeſſion ? Some men will ſay what they pleaſe againſt their 
governors, Their moſt groundleſs charges muſt paſs for patri- 
otiſm, and a ſpirited defence of our liberties ; but if you drop a 
ſelf-evident truth that embarraſſes them a little, you are guilty 
of Helvetic rudeneſs, illiberallity, meanneſs, and impertinence.“ 
I appeal from this patriotic freedom and partiality, to Engliſh 
candor, and Britiſh politeneſs, 
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which contains an account of the proceedings of 
the mangled tyrannical parliament known by the - 
name of the Rump. This author informs us, 
. gat, that juit before king Charles I. was 
t „The Commons voted, that the people, 
* under God, are the original of all 1 power; 


& and that the Commons of England being cho- 
« ſen by the people, had the /zpreme authority of 
„ this nation; and what they enacted ſhould be 
* law, without the king or lords concurrence. 
„This ſquared exactly with the Independents, 


© who were for turning the monarchy into a re- 


& public.” Now if the Anabaptiſis were at leaſt 
as zealous republicans as the ndependents, I leave 
you to judge, Sir, if my neighbour's book was a 
better proot of Baxter's miſtake than your own ; 
and if it 1s not evident from this quotation, that 
when you teach the world, that he people moſt re- 
ligioufly keep the ſupreme power [i. e. the power of 
their governors] in their own hands, as their indubi- 


table right, you plow with the wild, miſc hievous 


heiter of Cromwell and the rump, 


IV. A word concerning the PROPER CAUSE 
of the war with America, 


Page 51, you ſay, „Should it be made to ap- 
« pear, that the Britiſh parliament have authority 
from ſcripture to tax their unrepreſented bre- 
4e thren in America, and to cut their throats, burn 
© their towns, and ſpread univerſal devaſtation 
« amongſt them, becauſe they do not chuſe to 
„ ſubmit to ſuch taxation: it would furniſh a 
6 ſtronger objection, &c. againſt the divine origi- 
6 nal of the ſacred code, than has ever yet been 
„ produced.” You infinuate by theſe words, that 
the PROPER and IMMEDIATE Cauſe of cut: 
throats in America, is the demand which the king 
and parliament make of taxes? But are you nor 

C 3 miſtaken 
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miſtaken, Sir? And does not your miſtake make 
you throw an undeſerved odium upon the ſove- 
reign? For my part I conceive, that the imme- 
diate occaſion of the bloodſhed which we lament, 
is not ſo much the parliamentary demand of taxes, 
as a Chain of cauſes, which chiefly contains the fol- 
lowing links: (1) The heat of fome Boſtonian pa- 
triots, who, with felonious audacity, boarded our 
ſhips, ſeized upon the property of our merchants, 
and wantonly thiew it into the fea, If the patriots 
would not buy tea ſubjected to a tax, could they 
not keep their own money? Was it right in them 
to undo our innocent traders by deſtroying their 
goods ?—(2) The demand which the government 
made of reſtitution, or ſatisfa&ion, for that act of 
glaring injuſtice: a ½% demand this, which the 
ſovereign could not avoid making without being 


guilty of injuſtice; it being evident, that it would 


be unjuſt in the legiſlative power, to receive taxes 
of our merchants for the protection of their pro- 
perty, and then to look on unconcerned, when that 
property is feloniouſly deſtroyed, —(3) The obſti- 
nacy with which the mobbing patriots, and their 
abettors, refuſed to make ſatisfaction to our injured 
merchants.—(4) The prudence with which the 
parliament farther interpoſed, by paſling the bill for 
ſhutting up the port of Boſton, that by this unbloody 
and mild method, the Boſtonians might gently be 
brought to make reſtitution.— And laſtly, the flame 
of revolt, which on this occaſion rapidly fpread thro” 
Britiſh America. : 

Had the Algerines inſulted the Britiſh flag, and 
injured Britiſh ſubjects, as the mobbing Boſtonians 
have done ; the government would not have ſhewn 
them the ſame lenity. A fleet would immediately 
have failed for the inhoſpitable coaſt ; and the ad- 
miral would have ſent a card to the legiſlature of 
Algiers: ** I am come to demand ſatis faction for 
the injury done to Britiſh ſubjects. Send me, by 
to-morrow, 30,000 |. being the value of the mm 

whic 
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which you, or the men whom you ſcreen, have 
feloniouſly taken from -our merchants; or I will 
do them and my country juſtice,” Inſtead of ufin 

this peremptory method, as Admiral Blake woul 

have done; our admiral quietly ſtationed his ſhips 
before Boſton, and General Gage, far from * cut- 
ting throats,” amicably quartered his forces in or 
about that city ; patiently waiting till remorſe of 
conſcience, a ſenſe of equity, a ſpark of loyalty, 
or ſome fear of the power, wrought upon the pa- 
triots, ſo called, and inclined them to do an act of 
Juſtice, which Mahometans would hardly have re- 
fuſed ro do. But all in vain. The mobbing pa- 
triots and their ringleaders, hardened by this leni- 
ty, avail themſelves of the kind delay, While hu- 
manity and brotherly love ſuſpend the ſtroke of 
juſtice, enthuſiaſtic demagogues ſound a falſe 
alarm, and engage the miſinformed Coloniſts to 
countenance their obſtinacy. In ſhort, the Ame- 
ricans, ſeduced by miſrepreſentations, take up arms 
againſt Great Britain: and the forces ſent by the 
ſovereign, inſtead of obtaining the ſarisfattion they 
demand, are obliged to provide for their own ſafe- 


ty by attempting to ſeize ſome of the artillery, and 


ammunition, brought from all quarters to deſtroy 
them. Hence the engagement at Lexing/on, and. 
the fight at Bunker's Hill, where the forces raiſed 
by the congreſs preſſed thoſe of the ſovereign by 

an audacious blockade, | | 
Should you object, that the Coloniſts once of- 
fered to make reſtitution, on condition that they 
ſhould never be taxed by the power that protected 
them : I reply, that by ſuch an offer they only 
added injuſtice and revolt to felony. Suppoſe the 
Scotch plundered an Engliſh ſhip, and the ſove- 
reign infiſted on ſpeedy reſtitution; do you think 
they would deſerve the name of patriv:s, if they 
ſaid : We will pay for the goods we have deſtroy- 
ed, on condition that you ſhall exempt us from 
paying the window-tax for ever. Or, in other 
C 2 terms, 
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terms, We will be juſt to ſome of our fellow-ſub- 
jects, if you will give us leave to wrong all our 
tellow ſubjects, to ſhake off your authority, and 
to break Chriſt's capital commandment, Render 10 
all their DUEs, eſpecially taxes to Ceſar. 

If this is a true ſtate of the caſe, are you not 
partial, Sir, when you repreſent the parliament as 
cutting the throats” of the Coloniſts, becauſe the 
Coloniſts will not be taxed by the parliament ? Is 
it not rather the Coloniſts, who want to cu? the 
throats of our ſoldiers, becauſe the king and par- 
hament juſtly inſiſt on proper ſatisfaction for the 
injury done to Britiſh merchants by the petty ty- 
rants of Boiton ? | 

An illuſtration will make you ſtill more ſenſible 
of your miſtake. Suppoſe I harbour a parcel of 
houſe-breakers, or ſhip-breakers, who have ſtolen 
ar deſtroyed your goods; and ſuppoſe you obtain 
a legal warrant, and come attended with a num- 
ber of armed conſtables to recover your property, 
or apprehend the felons ; if I raiſe a mob to hin- 
der the conſtables from doing their office, and if 
fome throats are cut in the endeavour which the 
conſtables make not to fall into the hands of the 
armed mob which ſurrounds them; is the guilt of 
cutting throats, chargeable upon you, who act ac- 
cording to law, and in a u cauſe ? Is it not ra- 
ther chargeable upon me, who wantonly oppoſe 
the legiſlative power, and can ſay nothing in de- 
tence of myſelf and my mob, but that the felons 
I protect are not felons, but ſpirited patriots; or 
that I ſhall pay you for damages, if you will promiſe 
to ſuffer yourſelf to be wronged of more money 
than the wrong you have ſuſtained amounts to 

Suppoſe that the doctrine of taxation, which is 
the remote cauſe of our diviſions, admits of ſome 
objections, as the plaineſt doctrines always do; 


tor the brighteſt clouds have their obſcure ſide, 


and the moſt ſhining diamonds caſt a faint ſhade;] 


yet the immediate cauſe of the American war, the 


refuſing 
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refuſing to make reſtitution for goods feloniouſly 
deſtroyed, has no ſhadow of difficulty, Whoever 
is hone} enough, to diſapprove the malicious de- 
ſtruction of an innocent man's property ;—who- 
ever is conſcientious enough, to praiſe the ſteadineſs 
of a government, which ſtands by oppreſſed ſubjects 
whom it is bound to protect; —and whoever is ſo far 
a lover of order, as to blame a wanton oppolition 
to the ſovereign, when he diſcharges his duty ; 
muſt confeſs, that the guilt of “ cutting throats”? 
in America, is properly cauſed by the obſtinate in- 
Juſtice of the American patriots; and not by the 
moderate taxes laid by the Britiſh legiſlature. To 
aſſert the contrary is almoſt as great a miſtake in 
politicks, as it is in divinity to hint, that the mi- 
ſeries conſequent upon man's fall, were not pro- 
perly cauſed by the tempter's artful miſrepreſen- 
tations, and by Adam's wilful rebellion ; but by 
God's reaſonable demand of a little proof of Adam's 
loyalty. : 

7 now, Sir, if I have duly confirmed my 
proofs, that the doctrine of taxa ion which you 
oppoſe, is juſt in every point of view; —if I have 
fhewn that you confound loyal ſubjection with ab-- 


"ject Hauery;—if I have demonſtrated, that your 


notions concerning the 9 power of the peo- 
ple, are ſubverſive of all government ;—and if I 
have made appear, that you do not fix the charge 
of wantonly ** cutting throats” upon thoſe who 
are properly guilty of that atrocious crime ; may 
I not call upon your rational and moral feelings 
to decide, if I have not vindicated my Vindica- 
tion ? And are you not -as precipitate, when you 
pronounce me * one of the moſt unmeaning and 
unfair diſputants that ever took up the polemica} 
untlet,” as when you inſinuate that the Britiſh 
egiſlature ** commits robbery,” becauſe it lays a 
moderate tax upon thole who have long baſked in 
the beams of its protection, and have acquired 
immenſe wealth under the guardian ſhadow of its 

flags and ſtandards ? 
C 3 Hoping, 


. 
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Hoping that no controverſial heat will make us 
forget that we ate fellow creatures, fellow · ſub- 
jects, fellow - proteſtants, and fellow-labourers in 
the goſpel of truth and love; I aſk a part in yo ur 
eſteem, equal to that which f notwithſtanding Four. 
heats and miſtakes] you have in the cordial reſpect 
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Rew. Sir, 


Your affectionate brother 


and obedient ſervant, 


J. F. 
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LETTER III. 


Rev. SIR, 


FF I have anſwered you in the preceding letters, 
I may look your ſecond in the face: I mean 
the ingenious Dr. Price, whom you call to your 
help 1n your notes, and whoſe arguments you in- 
troduce by this high encomium: Dr. Price's 
* moſt excellent pamphlet juſt publiſhed, carries con- 
viction into every page, and breathes that noble 
* ſpirit of Hergy, for which the author ſo abiy 
« pleads," | | 
Page 46, your firſt quotation from him runs 
thus: “ In the 6th of George II. an act paſſed 
„ for impofing certain duties on all foreign ſpi- 
„ rits—and ſugars imported into the plantations, 
“In this act the duties impoſed are ſaid to be gi- 
„% ven and granted by the parliament to the king, 
* &c. and a ſmall direct revenue was drawn by it 
© from them.” The Doctor intimates ſoon after, 
that this revenue- act was at worſt only the ex- 
& erciſe of a power, which then they [the Colo- 
& niſts] ſeem not to have thought much of con- 
© teſting; I mean the power of taxing them Ex- 
© TERNALLY.” — I thank Dr. Price and you, 

Sir, for thus granting that the Coloniſts were tax- 
ed before the preſent parliament and the preſent 

reign, This ſhews that the odium caſt upon the 
preſent government, ſprings more from prejudice 
than from reaſon, If George II. his whig-miniſ- 
try, and his approved parliament, raiſed a direct 
C4 revenue 
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revenue” by taxing the Colonies, why do the 
American patriots inſinuate that George III. the 
preſent miniſtry, and the preſent parliament are 
robbers, becaule they raiſe a direct revenue by tax- 
ing the Coloniſts? And how ſtrangely does Dr. 
Price forget himſelf, where he ſays; How great 
would be our happine/3 could we now recall former 
© times, and return to the policy of the laſt reigns ?® 
What have our lawgivers done. after all? Truly 
they have recalled former times, and returned to the 
po of the laſt reigns; and yet Dr. P. inſtead of 

ing thankful. for our happineſs, frightens the 
public with moſt dreadful hints about the infatua- 
tion of our governors, and the danger of ** a ge- 
neral wreck;” juſt as if his grand buſineſs was to 
fpirit up the Coloniſts, and to deject his own coun- 
try men. 

The Dr. it is true, tries to obviate this difficul- 
ty by making a diſtinftion between external and 
internal taxes; inſinuating that in the late reign 
the Coloniſts were taxed EXTERNALLY, whereas 
in the preſent reign they have been taxed INTER. 
NALLV. But if this diſtinction is frivolous, will 
it reflect any praile on your patriotiſm? And that 
it is ſuch, I prove by the following argument : 
A diſtinction about taxation, which has no foun- 
dation in reaſon, ſcripture, or the conflitution,. is 
frivolous : But Dr. Price's diſtinction has no foun- 
dation in reaſon, ſcripture, or the conſtitution : 
And therefore it 1s frivolous in the preſent. contro- 
verſy. Should you conteſt the ſecond propoſition 
of this ſyllogiſm, I aſk: By what dictates of rea- 
fon does it appear, that, if taxes are due from ſub- 
jets to their ſovereign, they may not be levied 
internally, by rates upon the goods we already 

ofleſs, as well as externally, by * upon goods 
imported, which purchaſe has not yet made our 
own? Where does St. Paul charge chriſtians to 
pay taxes, if they are externally taxed; and to fly 
to arms, if they are taxed znternally Did not 
Chriſt ſpeak of znternal taxes, when he W 
the 
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the Jews to render Ceſar what was his? And is 
there any law, either of God or ot the realm, which 
allows the legiſlative power to tax the ſubjects of 
Great Britain externally, and precludes it from tax- 
ing them internally? 

The Doctor's diſtinction is not only unſcriptural 
and unconſtitutional, but xreaſorable; in as much 
as it would, in a great degree, enable ſubjects to 
avoid paying taxes at all, Suppoſe, for example, 
we could be taxed only EXTERNALLY, by means uf 
duties laid upon wo tones goods, ſuch as tea, coffee, 
foreign wines, and rum; might we not,. it I may 
fo ſpeak, flarve the government by drinking only 
ſage or balm-tea, ale, made-wines, and ſpirits dit- 
tilled from our own wheat? The Doctor's. diſtine-- 
tion is not only unreaſonable, bat wyuft. Why 
ſnould the Colonies enjoy greater privileges than 
the mother-country? Why ſhould Britons be tax- 
ed externally and internally,, whether they bare votes 
or not, and the Americans 0xXLY cxterrelly; when 
both have their property zz/ernally and. externally 
guarded by the protective power? If I owed my 
lawyer -reaſonable tees amounting to ten. pounds; 
what would you.think of my honeſty, if I (iid to 
him, Sir, I give you leave to pay yourſelf by de- 
manding a ſhilling from me, every time I drink a 
glaſs of claret or a diſh. of chocolate: but I declare: 
to you, that, except in ſuch caſes, I will take yew 
for a robber, if you lay claim to any part of my 
property ?—The Dactor's diſtinction is not only 
unjuſt iu the preſent caſe, but it might prove de- 
Aructiue to the commonwealth. It is granted on all 
ndes, that taxes and money are the ſinews of the 
government. It cxternal taxes did not bring in 
money enough to diſcharge the neceſſary expences- 
of the ſtate; and if the ſovereign could not lay i- 
| ternal taxes to ſupply that deficiency, what would 
become of the kingdom? Muſt it not fall a wan 
ton ſacrifice to Dr. Price's political refinements ?: 
1 hope, Sir, that if you weigh theſe obſervations, 
5 N vou. 
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you will own that his book, ingenious as It is, 
tar from „ carrying conviction in every page,” 
carries frivolouſneſs, and miſchievous abſurdity 
in the very firſt quotation, which you produce 
from him. And we may well ſuppoſe, you did not 
pick out his weakeſt argument, to ſupport the praiſ- 
es which you beſtow on his moſt excellent pam- 
phlet.“ 

But let us hear him out. You continue, p. 47, 
to quote him thus. The famp- act was paſſed. 
* This being an attempt to tax them zuternally; 
* and a direct attack on their property, by a power 
© which would not ſuffer itſelf to be queſtioned; 
© which eaſed z:/#{f by loading them; and to which 
„it was impoſlible to fix any bounds ; they were 
© thrown at once, from one end of the continent 
* to the other, into reſiſtance and rage.“ This 
ſounds well to the ear; but judicious patriots, who 


expect to find the kernel of truth under the ſpecious 


ſhell of fine words, may be a little diſappointed, 
Permit me, Sir, to break the ſhell, and to ſee if 
the kernel is found, 

(1) An attempt to tax ſubjects INTERNALLY is a 
dire attack on their property ! And what if it is? 
When reaſonable taxes are due, may they not be di- 
rely demanded? And that they are due, do you 
not grant p. 27, where you ſo much reſent my ſup- 
poſing, that you deny ** the NECESSITY of ſubjefts 
faying taxes,” whether they be external or internal? 
—(2) The legiſlative power of Great Britain would 
not ſuffer itſelf to be queſtioned! The Doctor ſhould 
have ſaid, that it <vould not ſuffer it/elf to be deprived 
of it's right of demanding reaſonable taxes, for ex- 
pey five protection; an inconteſtible right this, which, 
you allow, none deny but “ political Quixotes,”— 
(3) But this power eaſes 1TSELF by loading THEM! 
And what if it does? Is the ſovereign to bear all 
the national expence, without being eaſed by his 
ſubjefts ? Or are /ome of the ſubjects to bear all the 


burden, without being caſed by others who are able 
to 
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to help them? Where is either the equity or rea- 
ſonableneſs of this objection? (4 But it 1s mw 
fible to fix any bounds to this power ! I have already 


ſhewn, that nothing can be eaſier than to fix proper 
bounds to the power of taxing the Colonies. The 
parliament can enact, that the Coloniſts ſhall be tax- 
ed as the Britons are; making the Coloniſts a proper 
allowance for the ſuperior commercial privileges of 
the mother-country. Suppoſing, for inſtance, that 
the privileges of Britiſh ſubjects are four times great- 
er than the privileges of American ſubjects, the tax- 
es of the American ſubjects might be four times hght- 
er than ours, Thus, when we pay four ſhillings in 
the pound, they might pay only one ſhilling: and 
when four articles of equal importance are taxed in 
England, only one might be taxed in America. It 
is therefore exceſſively wrong in Dr. Price to aſlert, 
that it is 7mpoſſible to fix any bounds to the power of 
parliamentary taxation. And none but heated pa- 
triots will praiſe him tor encreafing, by ſuch a ground- 
leſs aſſertion, the abſurd ** rage into which the Colo- 
© uifts” have thrown” themſelves ** from one cad 
* of the continent to the other,” 

Page 48, You take up again * Dr. Price's truly 
valuable tract, and enrich* your piece with a 
note from this capital writer upon the ſubject. In 
reference to the American charters, he ſpeaks with 
true dignity as follows :—** The queſtion with all. 
„ liberal enquirers ought to be, not what juriſdic- 
© tion over them [the colonies] precedents, ſta- 
„ tutes, and charters give, but what reaſon and equi- 
« ty, and the rights of humanity give,” Sir, this 
is the very firſt teſt, to which I have brought your 
„American patriotiſm,” The Doctor infinuates in- 
deed, that the power, which taxes the Americans, 
will not ſuffer it's rights to be queſtioned. But this 
is a miſtake, The legiſlature of Great Britain is 
too equitable,, not to give up the right of reaſonably 
taxing the Coloniſts, whom they have ſo long pro- 
tected; if you, Sir, Dr. Price, or the Congreſs, can 
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prove that - reaſon, equity, and the rights of humanity 
are againſt ſuch taxation. Have you not yourſelf 
granted the propriety and neceſſity of SUBJECTS paying 
proportionable taxes for the good of the whole em- 
pire? Is it reaſonable or equitable, that Great Bri- 
tain ſhould bear all the burden of the navy, which 
protects the Colonies and their trade? Is it contra- 
ry to ** the rights of humanity” to demand a penny for 
a penny-loaf, or, which comes to the ſame thing, 
to demand reaſonable taxes for royal protection? Or 
do parent-ſtates violate ** e rig/ ts of humanity” in 
demanding ſome aſſiſtance from the growing ſtates, 
to which they have given birth, when thoſe ſtates 
are well able to bear the eaſy burden? As ſoon will 
Dr, Price perſuade me, that it is contrary to he 
rights of humanity” in twelve lubberly young fellows, 
who have always enjoyed the benefit of their father's 
houſe, and who can get more money than their fa- 
ther, to give him ſomething towards the payment 
of the window-tax, when he 1s burdened with debts, 
and wants ſome aſſiſtance to pay that tax. | 

Page 49, Yov continue to quote the Doctor thus: 

«© Did they not ſettle under the faith of charters, 
* which promiſed them the enjoyment of all the 
rights of Engliſhmen?” Granted, But did theſe 
charters promile them rights /aperior to thoſe of Eng- 
liſhmen ? Is it not evident, that if the Coloniſts enjoy 
the right of being protected by the legiſlative power 
of Great Britain, without paying taxes to that power, 
they enjoy a right /apcrior to that of Engliſhmen, 
who are bound to pay taxes for Britiſh protection? 
The Doctor goes on. Theſe charters allowed 
© them to tax themſelves, and to be governed by 
« legiſlatures of their own, fimilar to ours.” 
Granted in one ſenſe: namely in the ſame ſenſe, in 
which charters have been granted to corporations. 
Corporate bodies are allowed to tax a s in a 
ſubordinate manner, and to be governed by legiſla- 
tures of their own, fimilar to that of Great Britain. 
Thus the city of London is governed by a Lord 
Mayor, who repreſents the King; by a court of 
| aldermen, 
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aldermen, which repreſents the high court of par- 

liament; and by a body of livery-men and free- 

men, which anſwers to the body of voting burgeſſes 

and freeholders in Great Britain. And I ſuppoſe 

all together can raiſe — for the ſupport of the 
0 


corporation, by means of ſome peculiar rates, or 
fubordinate taxes. Now if the citizens of London 
roſe againſt parliamentary taxation, under pretence 
that they are, and always have been taxed by their 
own magiſtrates; they would ſhew themſelves as 
unjuſt as the Coloniſts, and as good logicians as Dr. 
Price, What have ſubordirate taxes for the main- 
tenance of lamp-lighters, watchmen, and trained 
bands, to do with the primary taxes, by which the 
army and the navy are ſupported ? When raſh pa- 
triots avail themſelves of the payment of the for- 
mer taxes, to refuſe paying the latter: do they 
ſhew more wiſdom and equity than I ſhould do, if I 
quarrelled with my phyfician for demanding of 
me ten guineas for ten viſits, and d.ſmiſſed him 
with the following ſpeech ; Sir, I claim all the 
rights of Engliſhmen, nor will I be duped by you 
I do not deny paying fees, but I will not pay any 
to you, I will diſcharge my apothecary's bill; but 
as for. your demands, they are contrary to ** reaſon, 
«© equity, and the rights of humanity.” American 
patriots might give me thanks, and compliment me 
with the freedom of London in a golden box, for 
ſuch a ſpirited oppoſition to tyranny and robbery 
but I am of opinion, that Britiſh patriots would hard- 
ly think me worthy of the freedom of Old Sarum in 
a wooden box: And if the phyſician was © thrown 
* into rage” by my provoking injuſtice, he might 
poſſibly think that I deſerved a very different box, 
trom that which Dr. Price has been lately preſented 
with, 

But the Doctor has an anſwer ready. Speaking 
of the Coloniſts he ſays. ** They are taxed to ſup- 
* port their own governments: Muſt they main- 
© tain uo governments? Muſt they ſubmit to be 
triple taxed?” To ſhew the frivolouſneſs of this 

| | argument, 
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argument, I need only farther apply it to my phyſici- 
an's caſe thus: Sir, you demand fees of me for your 
attendance, but I have already feed my apothecary ; 
Muſt I maintain zo of you? Muſt I ſubmit co be 
triple taxed? What! muſt I pay my ſurgeon too! 
You unreaſonable men, will you all agree to enflave 
me? You pack of r——s, will you leave me nothing 
that 1 can call my own ? 

Whilſt you are ſtruck with the fallacy of this pa- 
triotic argument, I proceed to ſome obſervations 
upon Dr. Price's doctrine, with reſpect to the cyARr- 
TERS of the Colonies. To ſuppole, that their char- 
ters exempt them from paying taxes to the Britiſh 
government for ever, is not only contrary to the 
expreſs terms of the charter of Penſylvania ; but 


alſo to all probability. What ruling power would: 
de ſo unwiſe as to ſuffer the emigration of ſubjects, 


out of a country which is not overſtocked with in- 
habitants, into one where that power has claims 
and poſſeſſions, unleſs it was aſſured of retaining 
the right of ſupremaęy over thoſe emigrated ſubjects f 
Is it reaſonable to think, that a power would thus 
weaken itſelf? And is it not the right of /apreme 
taxation inſeparably connected with the right of /- 


preme government ? 


Again: When one of our kings granted a char- 
ter to the Coloniſts, did he not grant it as being the 
head of the legiflative power of Great Britain ;— 
a poxuer this, whoſe ſhips had taken poſſeſſion of 
North America? Was it not as the repreſentative 
of all this power, that he ſigned the charter? Sup- 
poſe the Lord Mayor of London, as political head 
of that city, had granted me leave to build a houſe 
upon ſome waſte | 97g belonging to the city : and 
ſuppoſe he had helped me to build it with ſome ma- 
terials, the property of the city, and had from time 
to time preſerved it from being robbed and burned, 
by ſending me watchmen, fire-men, and fire- 
engines from the city ; would it be right in me to 


ſay, I acknowledge myſelf indebted to the Lord 
Mayor a Lord; but as for his . 
alty, 


W 
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alty, and the council of aldermen, I bid them de- 
fiance, and deny my being under the leaſt obliga- 
tion of ſubmitting myſelf to them. In ſhort, I am 
willing that the Mayor of London ſhould be my 
governor ; but if the body of the corporation claims 
authority over me, and demands of me, who am 
neither one of the livery nor a freeman, city rates to 
pay the watchmen or buy new fire-engines, I will 
ſhew both them and che Lord Mayor, that I am a pa- 
triot, and that I can defend my property and protect 
my perſon.— Could you help ſmiling at the abſur- 
dity of ſuch a ſpeech? And think you, Dr, Price 
himſelf could prove, that the diſtinftion which the 
Coloniſts make between the king and the parliament, 
between the head and the body of the Britiſh legiſ- 
lature, is not as trifling and ungenerous, as the. 
diſtinction I make between the Lord/hrp of the Mayor 


of London, and the London-mayoralty ; or between 


the head, and the body of that reſpectable corporation? 

To return: After ſaying that the arguments drawn 
from the charters for the Colonies appear to him 
greatly to outweigh the arguments again them,” 


Dr. Price ſpeaks thus: „But I lay no ſtreſs on 
4 


charters. They [the Colonies] derive their 
& rights from a higher ſource. It is inconſiſtent 
with common ſenſe to imagine, that any people 
© would ever think of ſettling in a diſtant country, 
% on any ſuch condition, as that the people from 
„ whom they withdrew, ſhould for ever be maſters 
© of their property, and have power to ſubject them 
© to any modes of government they pleaſed.” — The 
flaw of this argument conſiſts in imputing to Great- 
Britain, falſe claims, which never entered into the 
minds of our legiſlators. When did the parliament 
ſay, they would for ever be maſters of the property of 
the Colonifts,” any otherwiſe than they are maſters of 
the property of Engliſhmen ?—If the king and parli- 
ament claim the right of © making ſtatutes of ſuffici- 
ent force to bind the colonies in all caſes W 
| ocs 
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does not candor dictate, that they only mean all caſes 


wherein they have power to bind Engliſhmen ?— 
And is not Dr. Franklin too warm, when, availing 
himſelf of the laconic manner in which this reaſona- 
ble claim is expreſſed, he renders the legiſlative 
power odious, by inſinuating that it pretends to the 
authority of “ compelling the Coloniils, if it pleaſes, 
© to worſhip the devil?—Once more: When did 
the Britiſh legiflature claim the right of * /abjefing 
& the Americans o any modes of government they 
&« pleaſe,” whether theſe modes be ever ſo fooliſh or 
tyrannical ? Is it not wrong in Dr. Price and Dr, 
Franklin, to fix upon our doctrine invidious conſe- 
quences, which have not the leaſt connexion with 
our principles? What character could I not blaſt, 
and whom could I not repreſent as a rapacious tyrant, 
if I intimated, that, whenever a maſter claims the 
authority of reaſonably commanding his ſervants in all 
things, he aſſumes the authority of making them 
« worſhip the devil if he pleaſes;” and that, when- 
ever the Lord of a manor inſiſts on his chietrie, a 
lawyer on his fees, a miniſter on his tithes,, and a 


Sovereign on reaſonable taxes; they pretend to be 
„ for ever maſters of the property of their vaſſals, te- 


nants, Clients, flocks, and ſubjects ; fo that the ab- 
jet flaves can call-notbing which they have their own ? 
Can we lament too much the miftake of divines; 
who, by ſuch ungenerous inſinuations, inflame the 
heated patriots, and pour contempt on their rightful 
governors. 


Page 49, Vou continue to quote Dr. Price thus: | 
« Had there been expreſs ſtipulations to this purs 


% poſe in all the charters of the Colonies, they 
«© would, in my opinion, be no more bound by 
« them, than it it had been ſtipulated with them, 


«© that they ſhould go naked, or expoſe. themſelves 


« to the incurſions of wolves and tygers.” The 
Doctor is highly worthy to be your ſecond, Sir, 
We have ſeen how you confound the right, which 


the protecting power has to reaſonable taxes, with. 


the right which an highwayman has to a traveller's 
| money: 
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money : and we ſee here that Dr. Price abſurdly 


compares a ſcriptural demand of moderate taxes, 


with an immodeſt command of going naked ; and 
with a tyrannical edict of encountering “ wolves 
and tygers.” If ſuch method of arguing is conſiſ- 
fent either with ſound logic or chriftian candor, I 
conſent that the Doctor's gold-box be ſet with rubies 
and diamonds. 4 
The Doctor's argument is not only founded on an 
abſurd compariſon ; but it can alſo be retorted' in 
this manner: ** 7 lay no flreſs on charters: The 
king and parliament ** derive their rights” of taxing 
their American ſubjects ** from an Huber ſource. 
Had there been expreſs fliprlations in all the Charters, 
that the Colonies ſhould ever be protected by Great- 


Britain, without paying proportionable taxes as other _ 


ſubjects; it may be queried if the king and parliament 
would be any more bound by ſuch ſtipulations, than 
they would be bound by a charter of the late king, 
ſuppoſing he had granted to all the Scotchmen and 
Yorkſhiremen who have no vote, the privilege of 
Paying no taxes to the government for ever. Might 
not ſuch a charter be repealed on account of its 
unjuſt partiality? Should not the taxes be laid as 
8 as it 1s poſſible upon all the ſubjects ? 

an the king abſolutely give up the rights of one part 
of his ſubjects to the other, any more than he can 
juſtly ſay, that when the parliament lays a tax of 4s. 
in the pound, Middleſex (hall pay nothing for ever, 
becauſe the trade of London brings in an immenſe 
revenue to the government? If theſe queries recom- 
mend themſelves to your reaſon, Sir; is it not evi- 
dent that Dr. Price's argument can be properly re- 
torted, and that he is equally miſtaken, whether he 
appeals to“ charters,” or to“ an higher ſource ?” 

Paſs we on to his doctrine concerning the 0rRIGIN 
or Powter, P. 69, You introduce him as ſpeak- 
ing thus: I am ſenſible, that all I have been 
« ſaying would be very abſurd, were the opinions 
„ juſt, which ſome have maintained — 
| « | 
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« the origin of government. According to theſe 
© opinions, 22 is not thecreature of the 


«© people or the reſult of a convention between 
© them and their rulers: But there are certain men 
«© who poſſeſs in themſelves, independently on the 
« will of the people, a right of governing them, 
„ which they derive from the Deity.” From this 
quotation it is evident, that, according to Dr. Price's 
principles and your on, Government is the creature 
10 | toy ople. In full oppoſition to this doctrine 
I afſert that Government is the creature of God. It is 
as abſurd to ſay, that government is the creature of 
the people, as to maintain, that religion and marriage 
are the creatures of the people. All that I can rea- 
ſonably grant the Doctor is, that as adultery and for- 
nication, ſuperſtition and idolatry are the creatures 
of immoral and irreligious men; ſo bad govern- 
ment, which includes confuſion and tyranny, is the 
creature of wicked men. 4 

Government is not leſs neceſſary in the moral 
world, than the ſubordinate motion of the planets 
in the natural. As God appointed the greater 
luminaries to rule the day and the night ; ſo he ap- 

inted the higher powers to rule the leſs. When 
E manifeſted himſelf to. rationals by his works or 
his word, and impreſſed their minds with a ſenſe 
of their high obligations to him, he inſtituted xE- 
LIGION. When he ſaid, {will make man an help 
meet for him, and joined Adam and Eve together in 
their human e f bidding them increaſe and 
multiply, he inſtituted ARRI¹ACE. And when he 
ſaid to them, in their regal capacity, Have dominion ; 
he delegated governing power, and inſtituted 60- 
VERNMENT on earth; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
he cauſed that celeſtial plant to take root in para- 
diſe ; whence, with divers degrees of ap. je! 
it has overſpread the civilized parts of the earth. 
If this is the caſe, is not Dr, Price under a capital 
miſtake, when he makes government * the creature 
& of the people?” And does he not flatly contra- 
dict St. James, who ſays, Do not err: Every 775 
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gift [and T r GOVERNMENT, one of the 
beſt public gifts] ;s from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights ? 

You will probably endeavour to render this doc- 
trine odious by infinuating, that it makes the peo- 
ple altogether paſſive in matter of government, re- 
gion, and marriage. Nay, Dr. Price does it al- 
ready where he ſays, that, according to the ſcheme 
he oppoſes, ſome men poſſeſs a right of governing 
independently on the will of the people.” This 


aſſertion is true in one ſenſe, and falſe in another. 


It is true that the higher powers muſt govern the 
leſs, and that Sovereigns have a right of rulin 

their ſubjects for good, ** independently on the will 
„% the people. That is, ſuppoſing the people 
wantonly dethroned their Sovereigns, to ſet up 
anarchy on the ruins of every legiſlature; it is true 
that ſuch ſovereigns ſhould ſtill have a rig to rule 
ſuch unruly ſubjects; juſt as a captain, againſt 
whom his ſoldiers wantonly riſe, has ſtill a right to 
command them, whether they awill be commanded or 
not, If this were not true, rebellion and treaſon 
were no fin at all; the heinouſneſs of thoſe crimes 
conſiſting in a wanton reſiſting of a power, which 


ſſeſſes a right of governing us, awhether we aui! 


governed or not. But if Dr. Price intimates, that 


© our doctrine ſuppoſes 2he avill of the people has abſo- 


lutely no ſhare in our doctrine of government, he 
greatly miſtakes : For we think that the will of a 
majority of the people is as indiſpenſably neceflary 
to the ſupport of civil government in the ſtate, as 
the will of a majority of the /o/dicrs is neceſſary ta 
the ſupport of military government in the army. 
Nevertheleſs the conſent of the people to be govern- 
ed by their Sovereign, and of the ſoldiers to be com- 


manded by their general, is not the ground or ori- 


gin of the Sovereign's and general's authority. It is 
only [cauſa ſine qua non] a requiſite, without which, 
Sovereigns and generals cannot exerciſe their aus 
thority. ö 
Some 
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Some illuſtrations may help you to underſtand . 
this nice point of doctrine. en are bound to 
pay God a reaſonable ſervice, whether they wall 
or not. A wife is bound to obey her huſband in 
all reaſonable things, whether willingly or un- 
willingly. And ſubjects are bound to obey their 
ſovereign in all reaſonable and lawful things, how- 
ever averſe they may be to it. Nor is it lefs ab- 
ſdrd to make a lawful ſovereign's claim to the obe- 
dence of his ſubjects, depend upon their will ; 
than to make the right which a huſband has of 
ruling his wife, depend upon her caprice; or the 

- right which God has to our adoration, turn upon 
our conſent, Nevertheleſs if wives will abſolutely 
refufe to fubmit to their huſbands, finners to their 
God, and ſubjects to their king, they can ſhake 
off the yoke of ſubjection, and allet domeſtic, reli- 
gious, and civil independence. But then the pur- 
poſes of marriage, religion and government are de- 
ſeated; and a t hreefold rebellion takes place. 

It will be proper here to trace back to its ſource 
the error about liberty, which Dr. Price has adopted 
from Nos ſſcau, the great Geneva patriot : A fatal 
error this, by which that fanciful politician has 
kindled the flame of diſcord in his own country, 

"i This error conſiſts in inferring, that, becauſe a ſa- 
ill vage, who lives alone in a wood, is his own gover- 
1 nor, and can legiſlate for himſelf; a man, who lives 

| in civil — can do the ſame. But is not this as 
if abſurd as to ſuppoſe, that becauſe a man who 1s not 
"ſt liſted, and of courſe is under no military govern- 
1 ment, can go backward or forward when he pleaſes: 
1 there fore a ſoldier in the field of battle has a right 
to legiſlate for himſelf, and advance or retire juſt 
when he thinks proper? 

4 I grant that if a number of ſavages, living like 
ij wild beaſts without religion, marriage, and govern- 
ment, could be prevailed on to enter upon a religi- 
ous, conjugal and civil life; among all the religi- 
| ons, women, and governments which they could 
| chuſe, they might undoubtedly chzſe thoſe _— 
| they 
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they thought beſt, This, after a cloſe enquiry, 
would be both their right and their duty. And 
ſuppoſe they had miſtaken idolatry for religion, 
an inceſtous union for marriage, and tyranny for 
government; they would be bound to alter their 
plan, becauſe ſuch, capital miſtakes are deſtructive 
of the ſalutary ends propoſed in religion, marriage, 
and government, Again: When they had agreed 
to embrace a religious, conjugal, and civil life ; they 
might agree to 4wor/-iþ God ſtanding or kneeling, 
in open air or in church, in hymns or in prayers, 
&c. They might agree to marry before two wit- 
neſſes, or two hundred, and to do it by giving and 
receiving a ring, or only by joining hands. And 
they might embrace a monarchical, ariſtocratical, 
or democratical government; or they might, as the 
Engliſh have dune, combine thoſe three ſorts of 
overnments, and ſubmit at once to a king, an 
Fouſe of lords, and an houſe of commons. But if 
they had once eſpouſed a true religion, lawful 
wives, and a lawful government; they would fin 
againſt God, their neighbour, and their own ſouls 
—they would be guilty of impiety, adultery, and 
rebelhon ; if they wantonly changed their religion, 
their wives, and their ſovereign. 

The reaſon is evident. Men who never had any 
religion, wife, or ſovereign, are tied to no religion, 
wife, or ſovereign. But as ſoon as they are bound 
by facramental ordinances to profeſs a certain re- 
ligion; by conjugal promiſes to cleave to a certain 
woman ; and by oaths of allegiance to ſubmit to a 
certain ſovereign ; they are highly guilty, if they 
break through their engagements without a capital 
reaſon, I ſay without a CAPITAL reaſon, becauſe, 
as God allows divorce in caſe of zndeniable adultery ; 
ſo he permits our renouncing a church andeniably 
and capitally corrupt, and our withdrawing from a 
government vndeniably and capitally tyrannical, I lay 
a peculiar emphaſis upon the words ndeniably and 
capitally, to make room for the ſcriptural ir 
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which you advance p. 66, The perſonal vices of 
« our governors, and any flight error in their ad- 
46 — — will not juſtify our refiſting them ;“ 
much leſs will an imaginary error, or a growndleſs ſuſ- 
picion do it. And of this nature are undoubtedly 
the American conceits, that reaſonable, legal taxes 
are not due by ſubjects to the ſupreme power which 
protects them; that a direct and equal repreſenta- 
tion in parliament is conſtitutionally neceſſary to 
the lawfulneſs of a money-bill; and that the Britiſh 
legiſlature uſes the Coloniſts in a tyrannical manner, 
becauſe it inſiſts upon ſatis faction for the depre- 
dations wantonly committed by the mobbing Boſ- 
tonians. From the whole, I hope, I may ſafely 
conclude, that the foundation of Dr. Price's pe- 
culiar patriotiſm is laid in a groſs miſtake ;—a 
miſtake which conſiſts in confounding the law- 
leſs liberty of a /avage, who lives under no fort 
of government, with the lawful liberty of a /u6- 
ject, who is protected by a civil government; and 
that government, inſtead of being the creature of 
the people, or the reſult of a convention between 
them and their rulers, is the creature of God, and 
Twhen confidered in the theory] is the cauſe, and 
WOT the rut, of ſuch a convention as the Doctor 
ſpeaks of, 

Page 69, You continue to quote him thus, © Tt 
1s a Sarine, which avowedly ſubverts civil liber- 
ty.” No: it is a doctrine, which avowedly ſecures 
a due ſubmiſſion to the governors that guard our 
civil liberty, -** It repreſents mankind as a body 
4 of vaſſals, formed to deſcend like cattle from 
« one ſet of owners to another, who have an ab- 
« ſolute dominion over them. It is a wonder, that 
« thoſe who view their ſpecies in a light ſo humi- 
« hating, ſhould ever be able to think of them- 
6 ſelves without regret and ſname. This argument 
appears to me illogical and invidious. (1) /llogical: 
Logick forbids us to alter the terms of a propoſition. 


This Dr, Price does when he ſubſtitutes the word 


6 ABSO- 
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4% ABSOLUTE dominion,” for REASON ABLE dominion, 
which our doctrine requires. I am fo far from aſ- 
ſerting that human ſovereigns hare an azsoLUTE 
dominion” over their ſubjects, that I ſteadily oppoſe 
the pretended orthodoxy of the men, who aſcribe 
ſuch a dominion to God. I need not inform either 
you Sir, or Dr. Price, that there are divines in Eng- 
land, who teach, that God's dominion over his un- 
born creatures is ſo ABSOLUTE, that he not only 
can, but does ABSOLUTELY reprobate ſome of them, 
and appoint them to unavoidable and eternal ruin, 
before they hang yet at their mother's breaſt ; nor 
need I remind you, that, in oppoſition to theſe men, 
I aſſert that God's ſovereignty, far from being rnHus 
abſolute, is always circumſcribed by his goodneſs, 
wifdom, and juſtice.— (2) The Doctor's argument 
is, I fear, :nvidious, What would he think of my 
candor, if, treading in his ſteps, I reflected on the 
ſubordination of wives to their huſbands, ſoldiers to 
their generals, flocks to their paſtors, ſervants to 
their maſters, and creatures to their Creator in rhe 
ſame manner, in which he reflects on the ſubordi- 
nation of ſubjects to their ſovereigns? I ſhall ap- 
ply his argument only to the caſe of married wo- 
men, thus: The doctrine of the reaſonable do- 
© minion, which all huſbands have over their wives, 
repreſents womankind as a body of waſſals. And thoſe 
who marry two or three huſbands one after another, 
are formed to deſcend like cattle from one ovvoner to 
another, aubo has an ABSOLUTE dominion over them. 
It is a wonder that thoſe, who wiew their ſex in a 
light ſo humiliating, ſhould ewzer be able to think of 
— without regret and ſpame. For my part, 
far from being brought over to American patriots 
tm by this logic, I think z is a wonder, that rea- 
ſonable and good men /Fould ther be able to think 
without regret and ſhame, upon the public encomiums 
and rewards, with which they have crowned fuch 
illogical and dangerous arguments, 1 
e 


( 64 ) Let. 3. 

The reſt of your quotation from Dr. Price is an 
infinuation, that arts and ſciences flouriſh no more 
in a country, where the people ſubmit to a mo- 
narch who will be obeyed, whether high republi- 
cans will ſubmit or not. The whole of his argu- 
ment is ſummed up in theſe concluding lines: 
© With what luſtre do the ancient free ſtates of 
% Greece ſhine in the annals of the world? How 
6 different is that country now, under the Great 
& Turk? The difference between a country in- 
© habited by men, and by brutes, is not greater.“ 
I am not for an ab/o/utc monarchy. I repeat it, 
the Engliſh conſtitution, which places the legiſla · 
tive power in a king, a body of patrician ſenators, 
and an houſe of plebeian lawgivers, appears to me 
the moſt perfect upon earth; becauſe it collects in 
one political focus all the advantages of the French 
monarchy, the Venetian ariſtocracy, and the new 
American democracy. Nevertheleſs, as a lover of 
truth and matter of fact, I ſhall venture to pro- 
poſe ſome queries relative to Dr, Price's infinua- 
tion. What people are more ſelt- governed, or 
more free from ſupreme authority, than the Hotten- 
tots; and what people come nearer than they, to 
the wildneſs and ſtupidity of brutes? Were not 
the Lacedemonians, with all the ado they made 
about liberty, ſurpriſingly regardleſs of arts and 
ſciences? Did not learning ſo flouriſh in Egypt 
and Babylon, under abſolute princes, that the 
Greeks honed Be went there for improvement, as 
we now do to our renowned univerſities? - When 


did arts and ſciences flouriſh more in Judea, than 


in Solomon's reign; and who ever was a more ab- 
ſolute monarch ?—When did they reach a higher 
perfection in Rome, than under the reign of Au- 
guſtus? And yet Auguſtus was a deſpot.— What 
king ever ruled the French with an higher hand 
than Lewis XIV? And was it not under his reign, 
that the French literature ſhone in her meridian 
bod. „When did Rufſia emerge out of a ſea of 
rbarity and rude ignorance? Was it not = 00m 
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Peter the Great, her deſpotic emperor, lent her 
his powerful hand? And do not at this day arts 
and ſciences continue to make rapid progreſs there, 
under the patronage of the preſent deſpotic ein- 
preſs ?—W hat people are under a more abſolute go- 
vernment, than the Pruſſians? And in what part 
of Germany do the Belles Lettres flouriſh more than 
in Pruſſia? If Dr. Price does theſe hints juſtice, 
he will own, that an high monarchical government 
is at leaſt as favourable to the improvement of arts 
and ſciences, as an high republican adminiſtration. 
But, I repeat it, the middle, conſtitutional way is 
preferable to both thoſe extremes. 

Page 73, You favour me with another quotati- 
on from Dr. Price. The doctrine of it centers in 
the laſt paragraph, which runs this. A dele- 
© gated power muſt be ſubordinate and limited.” 
Granted, All governing power is delegated from 
the King of _ and therefore it is ſubordinate 

imited by the bounds which he 
has fixed, that is, by reaſon, ſcripture, and the 
apparent good of the people, The Doctor goes on: 
& If OMN1POTENCE can, with any ſenſe, be aſcrib- 
s ed to a legiſlature, it muſt be lodged where ALL. 
„ LEGISLATIVE POWER ORIGINATES; that is, 
« TN THE PEOPLE,” . 


This is a groundleſs ſuppoſition, which the 


Doctor and you take for granted ;—a miſchievous 
ſuppoſition, which is directly contrary to Seripture 
and Reafon. And firſt to Scripture. Put them in 
mind, ſays the Apoſtle, to BE SUBJECT to priuci- 
palities and powers, to obey magiſtrates, And why 
Chriſtians are to be thus ſubject, he informs us 
where he ſays, that The powers that are, are ordained 
or Gop, not of the people; and that they who reef, 
reſift the ordinance of GOD, and not of the people. 
A people, who have no governors, may indeed 
chuſe their governors, juſt as a ſingle woman may 
chuſe a huſband : but the authority of the govern» 
ors once choſerf depends upon the people no more, 
than the authority of — depends upon his 
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wife, though ſhe choſe him preferably to all other 
men ;z—no more than the legiſlative authority of 
our plebeian lawgivers depends upon the freehold- 
ers or burgeſſes, who elected them preferably to 
other gentlemen. 

This will probably offend our republican level- 
lers, who fancy they are all born legiſlators, and 
can confer the power of legiflation on the members 
of the houſe of commons, juſt as the king can con- 


| fer the honour of knighthood upon a gentleman. 


But I muſt ſpeak the truth, and do my ſubject juſtice, 
waoever is diſpleaſed at me for it. And I am ready 
to detend the following propoſition againſt all our 
levellers and miſtaken patriots, The people, that 
is, the governed, can no more create governing or 
legiſlative power, and beſtow it upon the members 
of parliament whom they chuſe, than the aldermen, 
who have the right of chuſing a mayor, can create 


a mayoralty ;—no more than the women, who have 


the right of chuſing an huſband, can create maſcu- 
line tupremacy ;—no more than the ſervants, who 
have choſen a maſter, can create maſterly power ; 


or the ſoldiers, who chuſe to liſt under this or that 
captain, rather than another, can create the mili- 


wy authority to which they ſubmit. | 
ou poſſibly reply, What, is not Edmund Burke, 


Eſq; my repreſentative? Did not I chuſe him to - 


repreſent me in parliament? Did not I inveſt him 
with y legiſlating power? And do not I, in his 
erſon, ſhare in the government of Great Britain ? 
Indeed you do not, Sir, any more than I partake 
of the royal dignity in the perſon of the king, Per- 
mit me to hand you out of your imaginary paradiſe 
of legiſlation, by the following important diſtinction. 
Every member of the houſe of commons has two 
characters. The firſt is that of repreſentative of the 
commons of all the Britiſh empire in general, and of 
a certain borough or ſhire in particular. The ſe- 
cond and nobler character of a member of parlia- 
ment is, that of repreſentative of God himſelf. 
According 
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According to the former character, he is an agent 
of the people: but with reſpect to the latter, he is, 
in his degree, the ſubſtitute of God. According 
to the former capacity, he ſpreads before the legiſ- 
lature the wants or wiſhes of the people in general, 


and of his borough or ſhire in particular: and ac- 


cording to the latter capacity he, in his degree, 


makes laws, if the majority of the legiſlating body 
- concurs with him. | IT 
Should you ſay, that this is a political refinement, 
which originates from my fancy, I reply, that it is a 


ſolid diſtinction which has its ſource in the very na- 
ture of things: and I prove it by a parallel caſe, 


which will ſtrike you ſo much the more as it is pro- 


bably your own. The majority of a certain congre- 
gation of proteſtants in Briſtol, expreſſed a deſire to 
have you for their paſtor, and upon this title you 


were ordained, But does it follow, that your autho- 


rity to preach the goſpel aſcends from your flock to 
you? If your congregation inſiſted upon your 
preaching to them ſmooth things, and propheſying de- 
ceits, becauſe they choſe you to be their miniſter, 
would you directly convince them of their folly, by 
a diſtinction fimilar to mine? Would you not ſay, 


Gentlemen, though I am your miniſter, and though 


I was ordained in conſequence of your ſuffrages, 
yet now I am ordained, I have an authority which 
you never gave nor can give. I am the miniſter 
ef God, as well as your paſtor. My commiſſion to 
preach the goſpel I have received from Chriſt, and 
vor from you; and by order of that commiſſion, 
whether you will hear, or whether you will forbear, 
I muſt preach to you ſevere as well as ſoothing 
truths.— Apply this, Sir, to our political queſtion, 
and you will ſee, that the members of parliament, 
in their capacity of legiſlators, are no more author- 
iſed by the people to make laws, and bound to vote 
according to the directions of their conſtituents ; 


than you and I receive authority from our flocks 


to preach the goſpel, and are bound, in the delivery 
of our meſlage to the people, to conſult their various 
D 2 | | humours ; 
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humours; becauſe legiſlators derive their authority 
from Gon, juſt as goſpel miniſters do their com- 
miſſion ſrom Cuxisr, Were this obſervation pro- 
perly attended to, our lawgivers would ſtudy chriſ- 
tian politics with affiduity, that they might fully 
underſtand the will of God, the ſupreme lawgiver, 
whom they repreſent, and ro whom they ſhall one 
day give a ſtrict account for the precious talent of 
legiſlation, with which they are entruſted : and Dr. 
Price would no longer poiſon the minds of thou- 
ſands, with the antichriſtian doctrine, that every 
man is, or ought to be, his on legiſlator, and that 
legiſtative power aſcends from the people, and go- 
verning power from the governed. 

(2) As this notion is contrary to ſeripture, ſo is 
it to reaſon, For reaſon dictates, that it governing 
power came from the people, the people might, 
whenever they pleaſe, chuſe to diſobey their gover- 
nors, and would have a ig to do ſo. A parallel 
| caſe will make you ſenfible of the truth of this aſ- 
ſertion. Supreme, legiflative authority belongs to 
me within the narrow compaſs of my family, as you 
ſuppoſe that it belongs to he people throughout the 
wide extent of the Britiſh dominions. I may, it I 
pleaſe, delegate to my ſervant the right of making 
houſehold-regulations. And if I had delegated my 
right, and in conſequence of this delegation my 
ſervant commanded me to breakfaſt at eight o'clock, 
is it not evident, that, if I pleaſed, I might inſtant- 
ly reſume my delegated power, and ſay, You are 
only my repreſentative ; my authority exceeds yours; 
I infiſt upon breakfaſting an hour later. Leaving 
the application of my fimile to your good ſenſe, 
J conclude, that, whenever you and Dr. Fries rack; 
that the power of the governors originates from, or 
is delegated by, the governed, you ſap the foun- 
dation of all government, and indirectly bring in 
the lawleſs democracy, which a ſacred hiſtorian 
deſeribes where he ſays, In thoſe days there wwas no 
_— Hrael: Every man did that which was right 
Wt Hi &WN ge,. - 
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But the Doctor adds, . For THEIR [the people's} 
& /akes government was inſtituted; and their's is the 
& only real Omnipotence /”” And what if it is, does 
this prove that governing power is delegated by the 
governed ? Would not the meaneſt corporation in 
the kingdom diſhonour itſelf, if it complimented me 
for ſaying, Military government is inflituted for the 
ſake of ſoldiers, and therrs is the only real omnipo- 
tence of the army: Therefore the power of the ge- 


neral and other officers is delegated by, and origi- 


nates from the ſoldiers, Equally concluſive, O ye 
American patriots, is your grand argument concern- 


ing the origin of power ! 

12 — bites the Doctor for the laſt time, 
you ſay, To prove the right Great Britain has to 
* tax America, it is very common to plead, We 
are the PARENT STATE. Hear Dr. — upon 
this ſubject.—““ Theſe are the magic words, 
& which have faſcinated and miſled us. — The Eng- 
„ liſh came from Germany. Does that give the Ger- 
« man ſtates a right to tax us?” To this trium- 
phant queſtion I anſwer, No: becauſe the Germans 
do not protect us: But if the German Diet had, to 
this day, kept up fleets to guard our coaſts, and an 
army to fight our battles; and if we had always 
called the Emperor of Germany our ſovereign, had 
received his lieutenants as ozr governors, and ad- 
mitted his coin as our lawful money, I would think 
it a great piece of diſloyalty and injuſtice, to re- 
fuſe him a reaſonable tribute. For protection, and 
reaſonable taxes, are equivalent to each other, as 
the cuſtomer's money is equivalent to the tradeſ- 
man's goods, Nor is it leſs unreaſonable in the 
Colonie, who have got their immenſe wealth un- 
der the protective wings of Great Britain, to refuſe 
Great Britain the return of reaſonable taxes, now 
they are able to pay them ; than it would be in you 


to receive the goods of a mercer, and to refuſe 


making him a proper acknowledgment by paying 
D 3 the 
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the reaſonable bill he ſends you, when he thinks 


you can diſcharge it without diſtreſſing yourſelf. 
And as it would be a ſhameful excuſe in a =_ 


man, to ſay to his tradeſmen, who kindly delayed 
ſending in their bills till he had received his rents, 
Why did you not ſend me your bills before? So it 
is an unjuſt excuſe in the Coloniſts to ſay to the 
protective power, Why did you not paſs bills of 
internal taxation before the ſtamp- act? For a juſt 
right, founded on the eternal nature and fitneſs of 
things, can never be loſt, tho” it ſhould never be 
exerciſed. If you pay your ſervant wages for fiſty 
years, without ever commanding him to go on one 
fingle errand, and at laſt order him to do ſome- 
thing which he is able to do; he cannot plead pre- 
ſcription with any decency. He would betray an 
ingratitude equal to his inſolence if he ſaid, Sir, 
ou never commanded me to go on your errands 
fore, and therefore you have loſt your claim to 
my obedience, Had ſuch a ſervant a grain of mo- 
deſty and duty, he would argue in a manner diame- 
trically oppoſite: he would ſay, I am doubly bound 
to go on all your errands to the utmoſt of my power. 
Your not calling upon me to exert my ſtrength for 
you before, lays me under a double obligation to do 
it now with chearfulneſs. bean Wi 
This brings to my mind another curious argument 
of Dr. Price. Had the colonies [ſays he] been 
„ communities of Foreigners, over whom we wanted 
to acquire dominion, &c. they [ſome Engliſhmen} 
© are ready to admit that their reſiſtance would have 
been juſt. In my opinion, this is the ſame with 
„ ſaying, that the Colonies ought to be ewor/e off 
* than the reſt of mankind, becauſe they are our 
« Brethren.” To ſhew the inconcluſiveneſs of this 
argument, I need only bring it to open light thus: 
You have more right to command your own children 
and ſervants, than to command ſtrangers : And there- 
tore your own children and ſervants are-wor/e off than 
{rangers : Or thus: The Britiſh legiſlature has more 
right to tax Britiſh ſubjects than the ſubjects of France 
and Spain; And therefore Britiſh ſubjects are 
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«vorſe off than Frenchmen and Spaniards, — The 
ſubjects of France and Spain would juſtly riſe againſt 
Britiſh taxation, and therefore the ſubjects of Great- 
Britain may alſo juſtly riſe againſt it.—Or thus: 
Engliſhmen have more authority over their wives, 
than over the wives of the Turks; therefore Engliſh 
women are worſe off than the reſt of womankind, yea 
than the wives of the Turks, becauſe they are OUR 
wives? LI am grieved to ſee a doctor in divinity 
proſtitute by ſuch arguments, chriſtianity, morality, 
and logic to the infatuation of a reſtleſs, levelling 
patriotiſm, 

The preceding argument of Dr. Price is intro- 
duced by the levelling propoſition which follows. 

+ Unleſs different parts of the ſame community 
© are united by AN EQUAL REPRESENTATION, all 
ſuch authority” [hat is all the authority exerciſed 
ed by one part of the community over the other] “ is in- 
conſiſtent with the principles of civil liberty,” aud 
* cannot be diſtinguiſhed from the ſervitude . of 
one” part to another,” If this doctrine is true, 
are not the Lord Mayor, the aldermen, and the free- 
men of the city of London, chargeable with tyranny 
as well as the king, the parliament, and the electors 
of Great-Britain ? Is not Middleſex filled with flaves, 
as well as America? And may I not addreſs the Lon- 
don patriots thus? Gentlemen, If Dr. Price's level- 
ling doctrine is falſe, why do you honour and reward 
him for propagating it? And if it is true, why do you 


not follow it? Why do you not begin to level au- 


thority in your own juriſdiction, as you want the 
king and parliament to do in theirs? In a word, 
why do you not znite the different parts of YOUR com- 
munity, by AN EQUAL REPRESENTATION? Your 
community is made up of two ſorts of men: Free- 
men, and men who have not the freedom of your 
city, Theſe, who make by far the greater part of 
your community, have no ſhare in the government 
of it, By keeping the right of legiſlating for the city 


in your own hands, you exclude them from AN E- 


QUAL REPRESENTATION; and according to the ad- 


mired principles of your champion, your authority 
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cannot he diflinguiſhed from the ſervitude of one part of 
the city to the other, from the ſervitude of the non- 
free-men to yourſelves ; and therefore you yourſelves 
are as much involved in the guilt of enſlaving your 
fellow-creatures, as your ſcheme ſuppoſes the king 
and parliament to be, Let your principles of civil 
liberty take place at home: Level authority in the 
city; or for decency's ſake, never more reflect upon 
our legiſlators, becauſe they do not level it in the 
empire. | 

Dr. Price preſents us with another bold plea for 
levelling patriotiſm ; and it is fo much the more cu- 
rious, as it is a perfect jeſt upon the freedom of the 
city of London, with which the patriots have pre- 
ſented him. This plea runs thus : © We [non- 
« ypters] ſubmit to a parliament that does not 
„ repreſent us, and therefore they [the Colo- 
* niſts] ought, How ſtrange an argument is this? 
„It is ſaying we want liberty, and therefore 
„ they ought to want it, Suppoſe it true, that 
* they are indeed contending for a better conſtitu- 


tion of government, and more liberty than we en- 


« joy: Ought this to make us angry ?—ls it gene- 
« rous, becauſe we are in a fink, to endeavour to 
« draw them into it? Ought we not rather to wiſh 
« earneſtly that there may be at leaſt onz FREE 
% couNTRY left upon earth, to which we may fly 
« when venality, luxury, and vice, have completed 
« the ruin of liberty here?“ —T own to you, Sir, 
that if I were the author of Dr. Price's Ob/ſerva- 
tions, and the patriots of London rewarded me for 
my book, by giving me the freedom of their city, I 
I would reject that honour with deteſtation, and 
ſay: Gentlemen, what do ou mean by preſent- 

your city? Is 'not 


your intended favour a glaring proof that you en- 
flaved me before, as you do all my fellow-citi- 
zens who ate not freemen? Will you make me 


a partaker of your fin? Will you bribe me into 
| tyranny 
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tyranny by a gold box? Far from accepting a 


place in your partial legiſlature, I will excite my 
_ enſlaved fellow-citizens to riſe againſt you. I will 


contend for a better conflitution of cuty-government,, 
and more liberty than ve enjoy: Ought this to make 


you angry? ts it generous, becauſe the nun- freemen 


are in a ſink, to endeavour to keep them in it? Ought 


vo not rather to wiſh earneſtly, that there may at 


leaft be ons TREE City 4% in Great-Britain, 4 
auhioh abe may iy, when wenality, luxury, and vice 
have compleated the ruin of liberty in the kingdom? 
Till Dr. Price acts in this manner, and the city-pa- 
triots recant their encomiums of his book, or abo- 
liſh the diſtinction between free-men and nou-freemen 
in their community; they mult give the unpreju- 
diced world leave to conſider them as inconſiſtent 
men, who ſay and do not z—as partial men, who 
lay upon other communities heavy burdens, which 
they will not ſuffer their own community to touch; 
—and ag reſtleſs, imperious ſubjects, who iuſiſt 
upon our legiſlators levelling authority in America, 
when they themſelves will not level it in England; 
no not in the city of London, where American pa- 
triotiſm has ſet up its ſtandard, But I return to- 
taxes. | 
You will perhaps object, that, If the Colonifts 
once owed. taxes to the Britiſh legiſlature for pro- 
tection, yet they owe them now no more; becauſe. 
all ties and natural contracts are now broken; the 
mother- country having turned her protection into 
acts of open hoſtility: I reply, that Great Britain 
chaſtiſes the Colonies for their diſobedience, with 
the reluctance of a fond parent, who, when ſhe 
corrects an undutiful child, is ready to take bis 
part againſt a murderer. Were it not for the ter- 
ror of our fleets, ſome greedy European powers 
would perhaps at this very time fall upon the Co- 
lonies, and endeavour to annex them to their do- 
minions.— Again: If your ſervant or your fſon- 
had abuſed you, and you gave him correction to 
bring him to a ſenſe af his duty; would: he not: 
2 „ add 
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add folly to wickedneſs if he ſaid: Sir, my obli- 
gation to obey you ceaſes: For inſtead of uſing me 
as a maſter, or a father, you prepare to correct me; 
nay, you ſtrike me! Every relation therefore, is 
now at an end between us. You have cut the laſt 
knot which tied me to you, and I will now fight 
E as an open enemy. — This immoral excuſe 

rings to my remembrance the obſtinacy of ſome in- 
cCorrigible men, whom David deſcribes thus: The 
evrath of God came upon them fo their diſobedience, 
and ſlew the fatteft of them. For all this they finnid 
fill—Y ea, they finned yet more againſt him, — their di- 
vine ſovereign. But I hope better things of our pi- 
ous American brethren. Notwithſtanding the un- 
wearied endeavours of ſome patriots, to confirm 
them in their unnatural reſiſtance, they will, I truſt, 

1ubmit to God and the king. | 
Page 76, you continue to quote the Doctor thus: 
„Children having no property, and being incapa- 
„ ble of guarding themſelves, the author of na- 
© ture has committed the care of them to their 
parents, and ſubjected them to their abſolute au- 
«© thority. But there is a period when, having 
© acquired property, and a capacity of judging for 
„ themſelves, they become independent agents; 
„ and when, for this reaſon, the authority of their 
„parent ceaſes, and becomes nothing, but the 
6 reſpect and influence due to benefactors. This 
argument is as illogical as it is ingenious. The 
flaw of it confiſts in confounding the double re- 
lation which the Coloniſts ſuſtain, namely that of 
/ons, and that of /ubjefs of Great Britain: Grant- 
ing therefore, to Dr. Price, that according to the 
law of nature, there is a time when children be- 
come independent by acquiring property: and wiſ- 
dom; yet this is not the caſe with reſpect to s un- 
J=CTs; but whatever be their wealth and age, and 
whatever capacity they have of judging for them- 
ſelves, they continue to be d:pendent agents; being 
- ſtill bound to obey, in all rea/onable things, the 
legiſlative power under which providence has 2 
them. 
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them, The plauſible argument of your fecond 
when touched with the finger of found logick, 
ſhrinks there fore into a ſophitm as glaring as that 
which follows: When the Prince of Wales ſhall be 
of age, he ſhall be independent on his father, and 
therefore he ſhall alſo be iadependeut on the king, 
He ſhall have the liberty of taking a ride whether 
his father conſent or not, and therefore he ſhall alſo 
have the liberty of commanding the fleet and the 
army whether hs king conſent or not, If you would 
be frighted at my wickedneſs, were I to ſtir up 
the prince to rebellion by ſuch ſophiſtry; why do 
you recommend as * excellent,” a pamphlet which 
ſupports the American revolt by fo weak an argu- 
ment, : | 

. You continue to quote the Doctor.“ Suppoſing, 
„ therefore, that the order of nature in eitabliſh- 
ing l the relation between parents and children, 
« onght to have been the rule of our conduct to 
© the Colonies, we ſhould have been gradually re- 
5 laxing our authority as they grew up.” Ano- 
ther great miſtake this, of which you will be ſen- 
fible it you apply the Doctor's ſimile to the caſe in 
hand, thus: If the ſovereign ought to conſider the 
Coloniſts as the children of Great Britain, and to 
treat them in a parental manner; ' as they grew up 
in power he ſhould have been gradually lefſzning, 
their burdens, But is not the inference big with 
abſurdity ? Becauſe parents lay ho burden upon a 
ſucking child, does it follow they are to lay gradu- 
ally leſs and leſs upon him as be grows ug, Does 
not every unprejudiced perſon ſee that, it a parent 
want his children's aſſiſtance, he may increaſe, and. 
has a right, as they grow up, gradually to increaſe, 
the little burdens which he wants them to carry; 
and that nothing would be more abſurd than g- 
& Jually to relax his authority” in this reſpect, when 
their increaſing ſtrength begins to render that a- 
thority valuable? But ſuppoſing parents ought to 
require leſs and leſs of their children as they grow | 


vp, does it follow that soveEREIGNs ought to do ſa 
D 6. too. 
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too with reſpect to their svBJEcTs? Is there a 
legiſlature in all the univerſe, fo far ſunk in ſtupi- 
dity as to ſay to their ſubjects, You have paid tax- 
es to the ſovereign for above a thouſand years, you 
are now grown up into an ancient kingdom; the 
American patriots have inſinuated, that as our 
ſubjects are our children, we ſhould gradually relax 
our authority of taxing them as they grow up, and 
therefore we enact that you ſhall pay but one half 


of our taxes for fifty years, and in a hundred years 


you ſhall pay nothing, for the government will be 
old enough to ſupport itſelf without any taxes at 
all: So ſhall we ſhew the world, that we are grey- 
headed lawgivers, that you“ are no children,” 
and that our once childiſh conſtitution is grown 
to manly wiſdom and ſtrength. Such are the rea- 
ſonings of Dr, Price's „ moſt excellent pamphlet!“ 
Can teathers be lighter than theſe arguments with 
which the American patriots hope to batter down 
Britiſh patriotiſm ! Feathers however may do miſ- 
chief, when they are cloſely compacted in a ſtrong 
paper-vehicle; when they are rendered ponderous 
by the weight of a gold box, and when buſy preju- 
dice hurls them through town and country with in- 


credible ardor. 


This part of the American controverſy is ſo im- 
portant, that I beg leave to throw light upon it by 


an appolite illuſtration. I live in a pariſh, where 
the wealth of ſeveral men conſiſts in the number 


and ſtrength of their children, A poor collier has, 
it may be, five or fix ſons. He works night and 
day to maintain them, in hopes that they will one 
day help to maintain him, and borrows money to 
build an houſe; flattering himſelf that by the aſſiſ- 
tance of his children, as they grow up, he ſhall ſoon 
diſcharge the debt, When they are eight years of 


age, they get him a groata day; at fourteen, a ſhil- 


ling; and at nineteen, eighteen-pence ;- fo that the 
— man has a fair proſpect of being ſoon, as he 
ays, * on a level with the world.“ But alas! his 
hope praves abortive; A buſy body, an envious 
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neighbour, or ſome deſigning perſon, poiſons the 
minds of his dutiful children with the 'politicks. 
of Dr. Price, and ſays, Your father does not uſe 
you well, He is a tyrant, The ſtronger you 
grow, the more burdens he lays upon you; where- 
as he ſhould lay leſs and leſs. You “ are no 
children ;? You can maintain yourſelves, and ſpend 
your own money. If I were in your place, this 
very day I would leave the old man, and ſet up for 
myſelf.— Too many of theſe deluded youths have I 
ſeen, firſt, uſing their parent ill through ſuch miſ- 
chievous inſinuations; and then turning their backs 
upon him, to go and ſquander 1n riot and bloody 
ſports, the money which they ſhould have applied to 
the diſcharge of the family- debt, which was contrac- 
ted to build the houſe, where they have lived rent- 
free all their life. 

If I blame this conduct in my young, unduti ful 
pariſhioners, can I approve of it in my American 
tellow- ſubjects, who deſpiſe a legiſlative power 

flefled of royal, as well as parental authority? 
I. it right in them to turn their backs upon their 
mother- country, when ſhe groans under the weight 
of a debt, which has been in part contracted for 
their ſake? And can we wonder enough at the 
conduct of Dr. Price, who tells us of the ruin 
« with which the national debt threatens us; —a 
„debt much heavier than that which fifty years 
«© ago, the wiſeſt men thought would neceffarily 
„ fink us;” an immenſe debt, which we have no 
fair proſpect of diſcharging but by the prudent 
management of growing taxes, and by the loyal 
filial and brotherly aſſiſtance, which we have a right 
to expect from the Colonies ; can we, I ſay, won- 
der enough at the ſtrange conduct of Dr. Price, who 
while he tries to frighten us with the awful aſpect 
of this national debt, ſays all he can to render us 
odious and contemptible to the Colonies, by whoſe 
friendly and proportionable help we are in hopes of 
diſcharging it? 

| This 
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This conduct of Dr. Price is ſo much the more 
ſurpriſing, as he intimates in his concluſion, that 
„The debt of England, &c. might be acknow- 


© ledged the debt of every individual part of the 


« whole empire, Aſia, as well as America includ- 
ed.“ For my part, ſuppoſing /ubjefs had a 
right to retire from their /overezgns, as grown 

children have to leave their parents; I do not ſee 
. how the Colonies could in conſcience defire to ſet 
up for themſelves, and form a ſeparate empire, 
before they. have helped their mother-country to 
extricate herſelf out of the difficulty of her national 
debt: nor can I conceive how the ſovereign could. 
juſtly permit, them to commence independent; be- 


cauſe the ſtrength and wealth of all the Britiſh. 


empire are the double ſecurity on which thouſands 
of people have placed either the whole or a part 
of their fortune in the ſtocks; and it would be 
wronging the public to let ſo. conſiderable a part of 
that /ecurity, as America, be loſt. | 
However [ſays Dr. Price, who is always unhap- 
pily ingenious in finding fault with the fovereign's 
conduct] Had we nouriſhed and favoured Ame- 
„rica, with a view to commerce, inſtead of con- 
ſidering it as a country to be governed, &c, a 
„ growing ſurplus in the revenue might have been 
gained, which, invariably applied to the gradual 
« diſcharge of the national debt, would have de- 
«6 livered us from the ruin with which it threatens: 
us.“ —“ This trade” [with the Colonies] “ was 
„not only an fnereaſing trade; but it was a trade 
« i <vhich we had no rivals; a trade certain, con- 
% fant, and uninterrupted.” | 
But why was this trade „ an increaſing trade, iu 
avhich aue had no rivals?” Was it not becauſe the 
Coloniſts were ſo taken up with clearing ground, 
planting, and building, that they had no time to 
apply themſelves to the culture of leſs neceſlar 
-arts? But now that their houſes are built, their 
fields in proper order, and their numbers multi- 
plying faſt, they muſt either idly look one at ay 
Other 
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other, or erect manufactures, and provide themſelves 
with an hundred articles, with which they have 
hitherto been ſupplied from England. So ſhall they 
themſelves, naturally become our “ rivals” in ma- 
nufactures: and the moment this is the caſe, our 
trade with them will naturally decreaſe, and Dr. 
Price's ſcheme for diſcharging the national debt will 
prove an idle ſpeeulation, unleſs we ſhould act ſo 
tyrannical a part as to put a total ſtop to induſtry 
among them. Hence appears the propriety and ne- 
ceſſity of internal taxes, in order to obtain from them 
a revenue, which may be at once rational, ſeriptural 
conſtitutional and re. 
Again: Why has our trade with the Colonies 
been hitherto * trade certain, conſlant, and un- 
« znterrupted ?” Was it not becauſe Great Britain 
by maintaining her ſupremacy over the Colonies, 
could confine their trade, and make it flow in 
Britiſh channels? If ſhe gives up her /upremacy, 
will ſhe be able to oblige the Colonies to trade with 
her, more than with France, Holland, or Spain? Is 
it not evident, that in the ſame year in which ſhe 
loſes her ſupremacy, not only her American domini- 
ons and taxes, but likewiſe her American ports and 
trade will be loſt for ever, unleſs the Coloniſts can 
get more by us than by other nations ? I ſhould won- 
der, that ſo obvious a thought eſcaped ſo penetrating 
a genius as Dr, Price; if I did not know, that the 
peculiar patriotiſm, which I oppoſe, is fo intent up- 
on looking for defects in the conſtitution, and for 
blemiſhes in our governors, that it frequently over- 
looks the molt glaring truths, 5 | 
Return we now to your quotation, and let us ſee 
if the conclufion is preferable to the beginning: 
Dr. Price goes on. But, like mad parents, we 
„% have done the contrary ; and at the very time 
„ when our authority ſhould have been moſt re- 
„ laxed, we have carried it to the greateſt extent, 
„ and exerciſed it with the - greateſt rigor. No 
% wonder then, that they [the Colonies] have 
turned upon us; and obliged us to remember, 
: 6 that 
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fubjeels, And laſtly, to make an application of | 
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© that they are not children.” Bring the Doctor's 
Meaning to open light : unfold his argument, and 
you will find the following propoſitions, which 
may be conſidered as the political creed of Dr. 
Price and the American patriots. (1) Parents who 
do not relax their authority of laying fome eaſy 
burdens upon their children, as their children 
grow more able to bear ſuch burdens, are mad 
parents.*—(2) Our political parents, that is, our 
legiſlators, who have not relaxed their authority 
of laying ſome eaſy taxes upon their American 
children, as theſe children grew more able to pay 
ſuch taxes, are mad” legiſlators.— (3) When 
children grow up, and have got ſtrength enough 
ro bear a little burden. for their heavy-laden pa- 
rents; and when ſuch parents deſire their children 
to give them ſome filial aſſiſtance, it is ao awonder 
that grown up children zurn upon their parents, 


and oblige them o remember that they are nat 


children.” —(4) The Colonies have now got ſtrength 


enough to eaſe Great Britain by bearing ſome ſmall 


proportion of the taxes with which ſhe is loaded :: 
and therefore it is no auonderthat they turn, ſword in 
hand, zpoz their mother country, and obige ber to 
remember that they are not children. Such is the man- 
ner in which a doctor in divinity enforces the fifth. 
commandment ! 

If this doctrine ſhocks you, Sir, what would you 
think of it, were I to apply it to the character of 


 SUVBJECTs of Great Britain 5=a character this, 


which the Coloniſts bear, as well as that of Sons 
of Britons? In this view of things, the Doctor's 
patriotic creed naturally ſwells with the following 
articles. (1) -A-fovereign who does not relax his 
authority .of laying — taxes upon his /#b- 


eckt, as they grow more able to pay ſuch taxes, 


acts like a. mad” ſovereign. (2) When ſub- 
jects have got ſtrength and wealth enough to pay 
ſuch taxes, they may turn _ their Sovereign, 
and oblige him to remember, that they are no impotent 


| 
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the whole, the king and parliament have ated 
like med lawgivers, by laying a reaſonable- tax 
upon their American ſubjects; and the Coloniſts 
only oppoſe madneſs, when they riſe up in arms 
againſt their ſovereign, rather than pay the reaſona- 
ble tax laid upon them. If there is a gram of piety, 
morality, or good ſenſe in one article of this patriotic 
creed, I eonſent to forfeit my claim to a grain of + 

common ſenſe, | 
Dr. Price may poſſibly attempt to prove, that 
the laſt articles of this creed do not belong to his 
doctrine : For he inſinuates, that the Colonifts are 
not the ſubjects of Great Britain. Take his own 
words: The people of America are no more the 
„ ſubjects of the people of Great Britain, than the 
« people of Yorkſhire are the ſubjects of the peo- 
4 ple of Middleſex.” This propoſition is true, if 
the Doctor by the people of Great Britain means 
you, me, and our Britiſb fellow-ſubjetts, But who 
ever pretended that the Coloniſis are the ſubjects 
of Yorkſhiremen or Corniſhmen ? No Briton but 
the king can ſay to a Coloniſt, You are ) ſubject. 
And if George the Third has a right to ſay it, to 
every Colonil, it is only as he is the head and 
repreſentative of the whole legiſlative power, and 
can ſay it to every Engliſhman. When we aſſert, 
that the Coloniſts are be ſubjefts of Great Britain, 
we do not ſet ourſelves * them: We onky 
mean that they are under the legiſlative power of 
Great Britain, as well as we. And Dr. Price inad- 
vertently grants it, when he adds, They are our 
& fellow ſubjetts; For if they are our ſellosv- 
ſubjefts, they are bound to obey the Britiſh legiſ- 
lature as much as we are; as muchy at leaſt as the 
body of the non-voters in England; a countleſs 
body this, which far exceeds the number of all 
the American Coloniſts, as appears from the ac- 
count which Dr. Price himſelf gives us of the 
inequality of our repreſentation, and the prodigi - 
ous difference which the conſtitution makes be- 
tween Briton and Briton, with regard to 3 
ä vilege 
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vilege of voting at elections. In Great Britain,” 
[fays he] „“ conſiſting of near fix millions of in- 
„ habitants, 5723 perſons, moſt of them the low- 
„ eſt of the people, elect one half of the | houſe 
* of commons; 364 votes chuſe the ninth part.” 
According to this account, and that which in an- 
other place he You us of the Colonies, which, 
he ſays, conſiſt of © near three millions of people,” 
it follows that when the parliament taxes the 
nou-voters in England, it taxes at leaſt two millions 
of perſons more than when it taxes all Britiſh 
America. 


Wich reſpe& to the prerogative which Britons, 


as a more ancient people enjoy, when they chuſe 


parliament- men; it may be as reaſonably and le- 
gally inveſted in an elder community of ſubjects, as 
a tamily-prerogative is inveſted in an elder bro- 
ther. Add to this, that by paying heavier taxes, 
we now make, and, I hope, ſhall always equita- 
bly make a compenſation to the Colonies for the 
ſuperior privileges annexed to our elderſpip. Nor 
is it more juſt in the Colonies to levy war againſt 
Britons on the preſent occaſion, than it would be 
in younger brothers to fall ſword in hand upon their 
elder brother, becauſe cuſtom and law allow him pe- 
culiar rights neceſſary to ſupport the dignity of their 


family, which, as the firſt-born ſon, he peculiarly 


repreſents. 

Should you ſay, that, according to this doctrine, 
the Coloniſts loſe the birth-right tranſmitted to 
them, as ſons of free-born Engliſhmen, namely, 
the right of being heir own legiſlators : A ſacred 
right this, without which government is a 


ceurſe; and ſubjection, . abject flavery”,—I re- 


ply, that what the people of England never had, 
cannot be loſt by the people of England, much 
leſs by the people of America.—“ What! [ſays 
your ſcheme] have not the voters in England the 
right of making their own laws?” No, Sir, no 
more than Angels in heaven and Frenchmen on 
garth, — What! Do we not chuſe our own 

repre= 
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repreſentatives? And are not- our repreſentatives 
lawgivers ?” Yes, Sir, but they are not lawgivers 
as they are our agents and repreſentatives ; but as 
.they are the agents and repreſentatives of the 
Great Lawgiver, who ordains the Powers that are, 
“ However they legiſlate in conſequence of our 
© choice,” True; but not thro? any legiſlative 
power communicated to them by virtue of our 
choice. You rule your own wife, if you have one, 
in conſequence of the choice ſhe- made of you for 
an huſband; but not by any authority ſhe convey- 
ed to you. If you have ſons, and give them their 
choice of halt a dozen maſters; he whom they 
chuſe, acquires a right to command them in con- 
ſequence of their choice, but not thro” any autho- 
rity conveyed to him by virtue of that ehoice. 
The authority of commanding your. ſons muſt 
come from an higher ſource than their election. 
If they could beſtow magiſterial authority, they 
could reſume it as often as they are inclined to play 
the truant,—-** What! according to the Britiſh 
conſtitution, is it not the prerogative of certain 
men, whom we call freeholders and burgeſſes, to give 
their vote to certain gentlemen, who, in conſe- 
quence of thoſe votes, are admitted as members of 
the houſe of commons, in which a large ſhare of 'the 
legiſlative power is lodged?” True: This is a 
peculiarity of the Britiſh government, juſt as it is 
a peculiarity of the church of England, that ſome 
men called redlors, wicars, and patrons, can give 2 
ſtudent in divinity a title, in conſequence of which 
he is inveſted with authority to be an embaſſador 
of Chriſt, and to preach the goſpel. -But obſerve ! 
this authority comes not from his rector, wicar, or 
patron ; It deſcends from CaurrsT himſelf. If I 
fancied, that authority to preach the goſpel _ 
nates from me, becauſe I can give a candidate for 
orders a title, in conſequence of which he may be 
admitted into holy orders, and preach for me, and 
to me; I ſhould betray my ſpiritual vanity in the 
church, as much as thoſe men betray their _ 
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eal pride in the ſtate, who fancy that they are born 


tegiflators, and that they can convey the power of 


making laws to the gentlemen for whom they vote 
at an election, juſt as you can convey the authori- 
ty of drefling your horſe, to the man whom you 
chuſe for your groom. I have dwelt the more up- 
on this part of our controverſy, becauſe the notiun 
that ſelf-government and ſelf-legi/lation naturally be- 
long to all men in general, and to the people and 
Colonies of Great Britain in particular, is the row7oy 
»LevSos, the capital error, from which flows your 
American patriotiſm. The moment that error is diſ- 
covered, this boaſted virtue viſibly degenerates into 
a vice compounded of one or more of the following 
ingredients, inattention, prejudice, ignorance, con- 
ceit, pride, ambition, envy, refractorineſs, and ei- 
vil antinomianiſm, 

We have ſeen in the preceding letter, how 
greatly you have wronged the ſoverergn in pointing 


out the cauſe of the war with America; let us ſee 


if Dr. Price dces the king and parliament more 
juſtice than you do. ** The preſent conteſt 3 
«+ his pamphlet] is for dominion on the fide of 
the Colonies, as well as on ours :—But with this 
« difference, WE are ſtruggling for dominion 
„% Over OTHERS; THEY for $ELF-dominion; the 
„ nobleſt of all bleſſings.— I am perſuaded, that 
« were pride, and the luſt of dominion, extermij- 


** nated from every heart among us, &c, this 


* quarrel would ſoon be ended—To ſheath our 
«c — in the bowels of our brethren—for no 
< other end than to oblige them to acknowledge 
our ſupremacy : how horrid !—This is the cur- 
„ fed ambition that led a Cæſar, and an Alexan- 
& der, and many other mad conquerors, to attack 
peaceful communities, and to lay waſte the 
$4 earth... This war can have no other object than 
« the extenſion of power.” Theſe patriotic aſ- 
fertions appear to me big with abſurdity and 
groſs injuſtice, Does Great Britain aim at an e- 
1 enfion of power,” when ſhe protects our injured 
_ | merchants, 
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merchants, her oppreſſed ſubjects? Have not all 
ſovereigns the right to defend wronged innocence ? 
Nay, is it not their bounden duty ſo to do with 
reſpect to their own ſubjects? Does our legiſlature 
extend her power,” when ſhe taxes the Ameri- 
cans? Has not Dr. Price himſelf granted that they 
were taxed in the late reign? And does not his 
own conſcience declare, that protective powers 
have the right of reaſonably taxing the protected; 
and that this right has been enjoyed by all ſovereigns 
in all ages? | 
Again: If the king of Great Britain is the law- 
ful ſovereign of the Colonies, and has as much 
right to command them as command us ;—if all 
the men in power among them before the revolt, 
took 0ATHS OF FIDELITY to him, as the king of 
Great Britain, who is inſeparably connected with 
his Britiſh parliament ;—and if they have always 
ſubmitted to Britiſh laws, and ( akvays it, to this 
country as their home —if this is the caſe, I ſay, 
can any thing be more unreaſonable and unjuſt 
than to pour floods of odium upon the efforts, which 
the ſovereign makes to bring back the Colonies to 
their former allegiance ; and to compare thoſe ef- 
forts to the 1% of porver, which intoxicated Cæſar 
and Alexander, when, without any provocation, 
they attacked and conquered foreign kingdoms ? 
If a ſecond Ket aroſe in England, affected indepen- 
dency, played the tyrant, drew all the country peo- 
ple from their work, and engaged half a dozen coun- 
ties to revolt; would any man, except an American 
patriot, dare to ſay, that it would be /avage folly 
to addreſs the throne” for the ſuppreſſion of the 
growing miſchief? Could you infinuate with candor, 
that, it the king exerted his power on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, he would act the part of a mad con- 
queror ?” And would not your blood run cold, if 
you heard a chriſtian Doctor put this wild plea in 
the mouth of Ke? and his adherents : O king, the 
ſpirit of domination, and the luft of power make thee 
mad. Thou wilt Heath thy /word in our bowels, 
and 
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and ow miſery among a happy people for no other 
end than to oblige them to acknowledge thy ſupremacy. - 
We confeſs that the preſent conteſt is for dominion on 
our fide as will as on thine; but with this efſential 
difference: Tov art flruggling for dominion over 
OTHERS; WE for SELF dominion the nobleft of all bleſ« 


ſings ? 

This ſeditious ſophiſm is ſufficient to fill us with 
a juſt deteſtation of Dr. Price's politicks, But 
a ſcheme which has a direct tendency ſo to level au- 
thority, as to ſubvert all government, and aboliſh 
all ſubordination in the univerſe—ſuch a ſcheme, I 
ſay, cannot be too ſtrongly oppoſed: It ſhould be 
totally extirpated. Archimedes faid once, Give 
me a point, on which I may fix my engine, and I 
will move the earth out of it's place: And I may 
ſay, Give me Dr. Price's political principles, and I 
will move all kings out of their thrones, and all 
ſubjection out of the world. To convince you of 
the truth of this aſſertion, I need only work a mo- 
ment his patriotic engine in your preſence, 

The collector of the land tax is at the door; 
Fired with Dr. Price's patriotiſm, I run to him and 
fay : Sir, I am a freeman. You ſhall treat me nei- 
ther as a beaſt, nor as a //ave. I never yet choſe 
a parliament-man in all my life: Nor will I be tax- 
ed till I am directly and adequately repreſented in 
parliament. And ſuppoſe I were, I could not in 
conſcience pay taxes to maintain a government, 
which enſlaves millions of my free-born fellow- erea- 
tures, who are taxed without being directly or ade- 
quately repreſented. Beſides, I pay pariſh rates, 
and the levies of my hundred; and muff I ſubmit to 

be triple-taxed ? Will thoſe who ſend you %% upon 
ſuch a ſupremacy over me, as will leave me nothing 
that I can call my own ?— Would you let me alone, 
and ſuffer me to enjoy in ſecurity my property, and 

pariſh government, inſtead of diflurbing me, I wwou 
thank and bleſs you, —But if you will not, I have 
a right to emancipate myſelf as ſoon as I can; I will 
ſhew you, that I and my hundred have the right of 
legi/lating 
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Egiſlating for ourſelves. This bleſſing, *vhen lofl, we 
have always a right to reſume : And I reſume it now 
in the name of all the non- electors in the pariſh and 
hundred, who are the majority, and who ſhould be as 
glad as myſelt to pay taxes only when they have a 
mind. Dulce pro parochia mori! But ſuppoſe they 
chuſe to he enſlaved, I do not. Dr. Price has con- 
verted me to Patriotiſm. I act according to his ad- 
mired doctrine, which is ſummed up in the follow- 
ing propoſitions. ** I a free flate EVERY MAN 15 
HIS OWN legi/lator.” “ To be free, is to be guided by 
ONE's OWN sui: And to be guided by the will or A- 
NOTHER is the charafer of SERVITUDE.”—* As far 
as, in ANY INSTANCE, the operation of ANY CAUSE, 
comes in to reſtrain the power of SELF-GOVERNMENT,”* 
(whether it be in an individual, in a pariſh, hundred, 
colony, province, principality, or kingdom,) % 
far SLAVERY ts introduced: Nor do 1 think that a pre- 
ciſer idea than this of LIBERTY or SLAVERY can be 
formed. According to this doctrine, I can not onl 
refuſe paying taxes with the majority of my hundred; 
but alone, by virtue of my own perſonal right. For 
if EVERY MAN I HIS OWN legiſlator, it is plain, that 
he can make his own laws. Now, as I am a man, I 
am my own legiſlator ; and as ſuch I enact, that I 
ought not to pay the tax you demand of me. Should 
you ſay, that the parliament has enacted I ſhall pa 
it, I reply [in Mr, Evans's and Dr. Price's . 
What a man has is ABSOLUTELY his own: No man 
has a right to take it from him without his conſent, ex- 
preſſed by himſelf, or by his own — i. e. by 
a repreſentative of his own chuſing. What autho- 
rity has the parliament to cede my property? ** Such 
& ceſſion being inconſiſtent with the unalienable rights of 
human nature, either binds not at all; or binds only the 
individuals who made it, and the men who choſe 
ſuch individuals for their repreſentatives. This is 
not all: Dr. Price aſſerts that “ all taxes are FREE 
GIFTS.” And can any thing be more abſurd than 
to demand a FREE GIFT, as if it were a j debts 


eſpecially 


efpecially conſidering that I never promiſed ſuch a 
gift, no nor the majority of the pariſh, the hundred, 
the county, or the kingdom to which I belong ; the 
majority not having ſent any member to parliament ? 
A free gift is to be = freely ; and whoever will 
take it from us againſt our own will, contradicts hĩim- 
ſelf, tries to enſlave us, ſtabs our vitali, and commits 
robbery. And is not ſuch a groſs abuſe of power ſuffi- 
cient to row/e me into reſſftance? Beſides, why ſhould 
I be ſo much afraid of raiſing a rebellion ? Does not 
Dr, Price ſay, He who will examine the hiſtory 
« of the world will find, there has generally been 
«© more reaſon for complaining that they have been 
„too patient, than that they have been turbulent 
* and rebellious?” Should you object that, upon 
upon this footing, all the non-voters . will ſoon riſe 
againſt the voters and their repreſentatives, and that 
the unity of the kingdom will be broken? I reply in 
the Doctor's pious language, If in order to pre- 
& ſerve unity, one halt of it“ [the realm] © muſt be 
« enflaved to the other half, ler it, in the name of 
„ God, want unity.” —“ Of ſuch liberty, as I have 
© now deſcribed, it is impoſſible that there ſhould be 
„ an exceſs.” And I apply to your tyrannical de- 
mand the patriotic query, which he makes with 
reſpect to the Sovereign's claims on the province of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay. Can there be any Engliſhmen, 
„ who, were it his own caſe, would not ſooner loſe 
„ his heart's blood, than yield to claims ſo pregnant 
% with evils, and deſtructive to every thing, that 
can diſtinguiſh a freeman from a /lave ? 

Nothing can exceed the wickedneſs of this pa- 
triotic ſpeech of mine about taxes, except the inſo- 
lence of that which follows. I ſuppoſe, it was made 
by Satan to the Son of God, when, according to 
Milton's ſancy, they encountered each other in the 
heavenly plains, I meet thee in the field [ſays the 
fiend] to defend my freedom, and aſſert the liberty 
of theſe heavenly legions. Before I pierce thy fide 

with my ſpear, let me pierce thy conſcience with 
I. my 
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my arguments. I a free flute [much more in 
heaven, where liberty is perfect]! heey one is bis 
or legglator. To be free, is to be guided by one s ot 
vill ; and to be guided by the will of another, is the 
charafltr of ſerwitude. They call thee MzssTAR 
THE PRINCE; but for as much as thou fayeſt, 7-6 
nothing of myſelf, and art not aſhamed to add, Father, 
NOT MY u, but thine be done; and to teach the 
mean Spirits who follow thee to pray, Tuy WILL 
be done in heaven and on earth; it is plain, that thou 
„ reftratne/t the power of SELF GOVERNMENT,” and 
% introduce SLAVERY,” Thou art loſt to all ſenſe 
of heavenly patriotiſm, Enflaved thyſelf, thou 
comeſt to damp the noble flame of liberty, which 
glows in theſe angelical boſoms; and to make us 
wear the badge of the moſt abje ſlavery as thou doſt. 
Thou proud and baſe tool of . tyranny! =-Can 
thy reaſon blame us for our noble ſtruggle, fince 
we are not allowed to have'our natural * 4 of legiſ- 
lating for ourſelves? And if thoſe diſtardly ſpirits, 
who compoſe thy hoſts, ſay, ** Neither have moſt of 
zs;” I reply, Den you ſo far want liberty, and your 
language is, we are not free, why will they be free ?” 
— 7 have ub other notion of flawery, but being Sound 
by a law, to which I do nut conſent,” Now T do not 
confent to the law which ſays, Thou ſhalt obey thy 
divine fovereign, ard honour thy heavenly father: 
I never made at law. And ſuppoſe I and my le- 
ions had made .it, we have a right'to repeal it. 
or Government is an inflitution for the benefir of the 
% people powerned, which they have power to model as 
© they Pleaſe.” —** Liberty may be enjoved. in every 
pofible Arte.“ Liberty is moſt compleat aud per- 
« fe, when the people have moſt a ſhare in go- 
% wvernmint, and of a controling Power ber the per- 
& ons, by whom it is adminiſtertd. Now thou, and 
thy father, are the perſons, by whom heavenly go- 
vernment is adminiſtered, A ſpirit bf (domination, 
and 1% of potber kitdle' thee into rage. The only ob. 
jec of the war thou wageſt againit us, is the e#ter- 
fon of dominion, Thou wilt maintain thy uſurped 
E ſupremacy 4 
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fupremacy over us and we will maintain our native 
or acquired ſupremacy over ourſelves. The preſent 
conteſ is for dominion on thy fide, as well as ours: 
but [like a tyran'] thou art ſtruggling for dominion 
over OTHERS : and we [like free ſpirits] are ſtrug- 
gling for SELF-dominion, the nobleft of all bleſſings.— 
« Of ſuch liberty Lor ſelf-dominion] as {- have now 
deſcribed, it is impoſſible that there ſhould be an exceſs.” 
I, and thele brave legions, will therefore fight 
for it, at the hazard of our happineſs and glory. 
'Self-government and ſupremacy in hell, are preter- 
able to ſervile obedience and ſubordinate grandeur 
in heaven. 

I need not tell you, Sir, that this ſpeech of the 
patriotic Seraph is formed upon the principles laid 
down in Dr. Price's pamphlet. You eaſily diſcern 
not only his ſentiments, but his very words and 
doctrine. Should you reply, that the caſe of crea- 
tures is different from that of ſubjects, becauſe crea- 
tures owe more to God, than /#bjefs to an earthly 
"Jovereign ; I grant it, and aſſert, that on this ac- 
count obedience to the true God is preſcribed in the 
ini table of the law, and reaſonable ſubjection to 
our righttul ſovereign, in the ſecond table. The 
former is the t and great commandment. And the 
ſecond is like unto it in dignity and importance. 
Therefore ſays St. Peter, Fear God and honour the 
king. Give both God and Cæſar their due. Subject 
yourſelves to both in their place. 

To return: If your doctrine directly or indirectly 
ſtrikes at the authority of God and Cæſar, as the two 
preceding ſpeeches ſhew it does, how dangerous 
is your patriotiſm ! I ſhall not however brand it with 
the epithets which Dr. Price applies to the con- 
duct of his governors, and loyal fellow - ſubjects; nor 
ſhall I borrow from him the words curſed ambition 
madneſi—rage—ſavage folly, &c. But with a degree of 
the liberty, with which Paul «vi#>/ood Peter to the 
face becauſe he was to be blamed, I ſhall venture to 
expoſtulate a moment both with him and. with you. 
| ou 
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Vou are not only men, but Britons, Patriots, Chrifti- 


ans, and miniſters of the goſpel. But which of theſe 
names do you adorn, when you teach the wretched 
politics, which, I truſt, I have refuted in theſe pages? 
If your capital arguments are irrational; have you 
ſhewn yourſelves. men ?—It they ſap the founda- 
tion of all ciwil government: have you ſhewn your- 
ſelves civilized men ?—If they are unconſtitutional, 
betray Great Britain, tend to rend from her all 
her American dominions, and pour undeſerved con- 
rempt upon our rightful lawgivers; have you ſhewn 
yourſelves Britons, ſubjefts, and patriots, deſervedly 
1o called ?—If they ſubrert an important part of 
Chriſt's doctrine, and deteat the effect of his loyal 
example; have you ſhewn yourſelves chriſtians? —If 
they tend to kindle the fire of national diſcontent, 
to make uneaſy ſubjects fly to arms; or rebellious 
ſubjects graſp, with new tranſports of enthuſiaſm, 
the ſwords which they wantonly bathe in floods of 
Britiſh blood; have you acted the part of preachers 


e the goſpel of peace? Have you ſhewn, that you 
either fear God, or honour the king ?—lt you have 


called all the powers of ſophiſtry and oratory to 
your help, to hinder millions ot ſubjects from pay- 
ing obedience to God by rendering unto Cæſar the 


things wwhich are Cajar's; have you not blown the 


trumpet of diſcord? And. have you not founded a 
falſe alarm thro* the Britiſh dowinions, by repreſent- 
ing our conſlitution as almoſt loft”? thro" the weat- 
ng, and ** wiolence” of our governors, when if there 


is any likelihood of its being loſt, the danger ſprings 


from the aveakne/5 or violence of the patriots, whom 


your publications intoxicate and“ xindle into rage? 
Aud ſhall I praiſe you for ſuch a conduct? No: 
Whoever they are, that admire you as bold, ſpirited 
citizens, I ſhall take the liberty to conſider you as 
raſh injudicious patriots, who have more wit than 

prudence, and intend far better than you perform. 
Should you ſay, that you have the approbation 
of the minority in Pres and of the patriots 
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in the city of London: 1 reply, chat the ci ty-putri- 
ots will not be your com forters on your death- bed, 


or your judges in the great day. ' And what if the 


majority of mankind were on your fide; could 
cauſe a doctrine, Which is irrational, unſcriptural, 
and anconflitutional, to be agreeable to reafon, ſerip- 
ture, and the conſtitution? Permit me, then, my 
dear, miſtaken feflow-labourers' in the gofpel, to 
beſeech you to review our -controverſy, to ſtud 
chriſtian politicks, to drop your prejudices ind 
our governors, to embrace genuine patriotiſm, and to 
ſecond the efforts of the miniſters of ſtate and goſpel 
miniſters, who try to ſtem the torrent of political 


enthuſiaſm, which deluges America, and threatens 


to overflow Great Britain itſelf, 80 fall you undo 
the harm, which you have undeſignedly done; and 
our revolted tellow-ſubje&s, inſtead of curſing the 
day when you'confirmed them in their fin, will blefs 
you for giving them an antidote as powerful as 
the error, which now potions their minds, and dif- 
tracts their country. 1 . 

Should you wonder, Sir, 'at my repeated oppo- 
fition to your principles, I fhall urge two things 


by way of apology for it: (r) Tho' I believe that 


you and your Second can well, yet ſome of your 
principles have, I fear, a tendency to raiſe or fo- 
ment a ſpirit of difobedience, fedition, and anar- 
chy. And (2) as a miniſter of the church of Eng- 
land, I have ſubſcribed to the doftrine of the Ho- 
mily againfti diſobedience and wilful rebellion, which 
contains this remarkable ejaculation. * God of his 


infinite mercy grant unto us, that we may be 
good, natural, loving, and obedient ſabjefts; — 


£ not only ſhewing all obedience ourſelves, but, as 
© many of us as are able, to the utmoſt of our ponver, 
© ability, and underflanding,* [endeavouring] * to 
« ſtay and repreſs all rebels and rebellions againſt 
God, our gracious prince, and natural country, 
at every occaſion that ts offered unto us! And — 
hic 
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© which we are all able to do, unleſs we do it, we 
© ſhalbbe moſt wicked, and moſt worthy to feel in 
the end ſuch extreme plagues, as God has ever 
6. poured upon rebels.“ I produce this quotation, 
not to charge you, Sir, or, Dr. Price, with diſobe- 
dirnce, and wyh 41 rebellion, for I firmly believe you 
intend no ſuch thing. T only want to remind you, 
that, by my ſubſeriptions as a minĩſter, my baptiſm 
as a chriſtian; and my oath of allegiance as a ſub- 
jet, I am hound, at the occaſion offered me by your 
reply and. your quotations, to do <what I am able to 
do, in order to rectify your miſtakes, and guard my 
readers againſt what appears to me the natural ten- 
dency of your principles. And now, Sir, having 
cleared' my conſcience with reſpect to you, and the 
ingenious Dr. Price, whom-you have called to your 
ilſſſtante, 1 quit the thankleſs office of a faithful 


reprover, and reſuming that of a friendly contro- 


vertiſt, J aſſure you, that, notwithitanding the dif- 
am with chriſtian ſincerity and love, 


ference of our political and religious ſentiments, I 


. | Rev, Sir, 
1 . Your Obedient 
| Servant in Chriſt, 


J. F. 


2 _ 


POSTSCRIPT. 


1 N my firſt Letter, I have omitted an important 
1 anſwer to your capital argument, You ſup- 
poſe, Sir, that the Coloniſts are enflaved and rob- 
bed, when they are taxed by the ang and the par- 
liament, becauſe 4 every ſhilling which they [the 
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members of the Britiſh parliament}. tate out of the 
pocket of an American, is jo much javed in their 


own.” To this J object the improbability that a | 
Britiſh legiſlator would ſo far demean himſelf, as | 
to ſave a dirty ſhilling in his purſe, by oppreſſive- 
ly taking one out of an American's pocket.—Y ou 
reply by inſinuating, that I bave not ſo high an 
opinion of the honeſty of our legiſlators as I ex- 
preſs; and that, if I lent a few thouſands to one 
of them, I ſhould take care not to part with my 
money without receiving a proper bond. To the 
lf anſwer which I have given you, p-. 28, permit me 

0 to add that which follows. | =D 
1 Suppoſing that a member of parliament would 

1 act a knave's part for the ſake of “ a few thou- 

| j ſands” wherewith he could enrich himſelf; yet it 

oi is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that he would turn robber, 

4 to ſhare his booty with near fix millions of people. 

1 For if a member of parliament picks an Ameri- 

" can's pocket by taxing him, the ſhilling which he 

1 takes from the American does not fave a ſbilling 

i in his own pocket, as you inſinuate: It is only a 

| | ſhilling faved for Great Britain in general, that 

| is, for near fix millions of people. I ſhall not ſay 

1 then, What gentleman is there in parliament, 

Wh but what felon is there in Newgate, who would 

| think it worth his while to pick an American's 

pocket of a ſhilling, or even of three millions of 

ſhillings, to ſhare the profit of his villainy among 

fix millions of people? . Your grand argument 

therefore, conſidered in this light, wants not only 

ſolidity, but even plauſibility ; Since it is founded 

on an abſurd, uncharitable probability, which falls 

ſhort of a rational probability, almoſt as much as a 

ſingle unit falls ſhort of fix millions. 

Fhe preceding obfervation 1s applicable to your 
doctrine of liberty. Civil liberty, if we believe 
you, Sir, and Dr. Price, is one and the fame 
thing with the power of making our own laws in 
commen with our fellow- ſubjects. According to this 
notion, ſuppoſing that, to make our own laws, we 

| re- 


% 


aanau) C1 o nw 


4 bs 


* 


8 


* 


@ . I 0 


— MC 


Let. 3. ( 95 ) 


repealed all the laws, which have been made ir 
England by former legiſlators ;—ſuppoſing that alt 
the ſubjects of Great Britain are free in your ſenſe 
of the word; that their number is nine millions; 
and that one has as much right to make Jaws as 
another ;—ſuppoling this, I ſay, upon your ſcheme 
it follows, that the degree of legi/lative porver, i. e. 
of liberty, which falls to the ſhare of an Engliſhman, 
bears as inſignificant a proportion to the FULL power 
of legi/lation, i. e. to FULL liberty, as a ſingle voice 
bears to eight millions, nine hundred and ninety- 
nine thouſand, nine hundred and ninety-nine voices, 
It the crown itfelf, and the power annexed to it, 
were divided into ſo many parts, they would be ſo 
little and fo inſignificant, that none but tools would 
think it worth their while to contend an hour abour 
one ſuch part of the royal dignity. But this is nor 
all: If the old adage, Tot capita, tot ſenſus, is true; 
—if every man has his peculiar turn for legiſlation, 
as well as his peculiar complexion and look ;—it no 
one is free, but ſo far as he is governed according 


to his own legiſlative mind ;—it nine millions of 


Britiſh ſubjects have as much right to make Britiſh 


| laws as Dr. Price ;—and if the majority are to carry 


their point againſt the minority; there are nine 
million degrees of probability to one, that Dr. Price, 
upon his own ſcheme, will be forced to give up his 
own legiſlative will; and that the laws mace by. 
others ſhall prevail againſt his own ſelt-made laws. 
And is not this a proof, that, after all the ado he 
makes about liberty, he only leads us to a liberty, 
which is as far from what he calls compleat liberty? 
as a ſingle unit is far from nine millions? And that 
he brings us as near the ſtate which you are pleaſed 
to call abjet ſlavery, as having only one ſhare of 
that part of the legiſlative power, which is lodged 


in the houſe of commons, out of nine millions of 


ſhares, is near to having nothing to do with legiſla- 
tion at all? If theſe obſervations are juſt, is it not e- 
vident, Sir, that your doctrine of civil liberty reſts on 
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frivolous and irrational refigements, as well as your 
American patriotiſm? | . | 

Permit me to make one more remark upon taxa- 
tion. Page 47, I have quoted you and Dr. Price, 
who both agree to mention an act of parliament, 
where certain duties, &c. are ſaid to be GIVEN and 
GRANTED by the parliament io the king.” Looking 
now into your pamphlet, I take notice, that you 


put the words given and granted in Italics. Should 


you do it to inſinuate, that the taxes which we pay 
are ot a DEBT, but a FREE GIFT from us and our 
FELLOW-$UBJECTS ; permit me, Sir, to anſwer your 
indirect argument by obſerving, that the /cgi/lative 
power being chiefly lodged in the parliament, as the 
executive power is chiefly lodged in the 4:ag; the legiſla- 
tive, power may with propriety G1vE and GRANT to 
the executive. power the revenue ariting from ſuch 
and ſuch taxes. All that can therefore be reaſonably 
inferred from the two expreſſions, on which you 
ſeem to lay ſo much ſtreſs, is that the legiſ- 
lative power gives. and grants ſupplies to the king, 
as the firſt commander of the fleet and army, But 
to conclude from thence, that taxes are not DUE by 
the people to the legi/lative and proteflive power, is as 
abſurd, unſcriptural, and unconſtitutional, as to 
conclude, that all the freeholders are legi/lators, 
that all who have no vote for pariiament-men are 
Aames, and that the ſupreme and governing power 
is in the hands of the governed: Three dangerous 
opinions theſe, which are to your levelling patriot- 
iſm, what the three heads of Cerberus are to that 
fabulous monſter, | 
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Should be inexcuſeable if I concluded my refu-- 
tation of Dr, Price's antichri//ran politicks, with-- 
out doing him the juſtice to confeſs, that he has ad- 
vanced a chriſtian argument, which I cannot pro- 
perly anſwer, and which is ſo awful, that it highly 
deſerves the attention of all, who wiſh well to church. 
and ſtate : Take it in his own words.“ In this 
hour of tremendous danger, it would become us- 
to turn our thoughts to heaven. This is what our 
brethren in the Eolovies are doing. From one end 
of North America to the other, they are AS TIN G 
and PRAYING, But what are we doing ?—Shock- 
ing thought! we are ridiculing them as /azatics,. 
and ſcofſing at religion. We are running wild after 
leaſure, and forgetting every. thing ſerious and 
. As at maſquerades. We are ambling in 
gaming houſes ; trafficking for boroughs perjur- 
ing ourſelves at elections; and ſelling ourſelves 
for places. Which ſide then is Providence likely 
to favour ? In Anenica we ſee a number of riſing 
ſtates in the vigour of youth, &c. and animated by 
PIETY. Here we ſee an old ſtate, &c. inflated and 
IRRELIGIOUS, enervated by luxury, &c, and: 
hanging by a thread. Can we look without pain: 
on the iſſue? a 
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There is more ſolidity in this argument, than 
in all that Dr. Price has advanced. If the Colo- 
niſts throng the houſes of God, while we thron 
play-houſes, or houſes of ill fame; if they —— 
their communion- tables, while we croud the gam- 
ing table or the feſtal board; if they pray, while 
we curſe; if they faſt, while we get drunk; and 
keep the ſabbath, while we pollute it; if they 
ſhelter under the protection ot heaven, while our 
chief attention is turned to our hired troops; we are 
in danger—in great danger. Be our cauſe ever ſo 

ood, and our force ever ſo formidable; our caſe 
is bad, and our ſucceſs doubtful. Nay, /e Lord 
of hoſts, who, of old, fold his diſobedient people 
into the hands of their unrighteous enemies, to 
chaſtiſe and humble them, — this righteous Lord, 
may give ſucceſs to the arms of the Colonies, to 
puniſh them for their revolt, and 4 for our pro- 

haneneſs. A youth that believes and prays as 

avid, 1s a match for a-giant that ſwaggers and 
curſes as Goliath. And they that, in the name of 
the Lord, exthufraſtically encounter their enemies in 
a bad cauſe, bid fairer for ſucceſs than they that, 
in a good cauſe, prophanely go into the field ; truſt- 
ing only in the apparent ſtrength. of an arm of 
fleſh. To diſregard the &ing”s righteous commands, 
as the Coloniſts do, is bad: But to deſpiſe the firſt- 
table commandments of the Xing of kings, as we do, 
is ftill worſe. Nor do J ſee how we can anſwer it, 
either to. reaſon or our own conſciences, to be ſo in- 
tent on inforcing Britiſh laws, and ſo remiſi in yield- 
ing obedience to the laws of God, If the capital 


command, Fear God, and honour the king, could be 


properly parted ; ſhould not every chriſtian prefer 
the former part to the later ? Will our honouring 
the king atone for our diſhonouring God ? And can 
we expect, that our loyalty ſhall make amends for 
our impiety or lukewarmneſs ? 

Is it not ſurprizing, that amidſt all the prepara- 
tions, which have been made to ſubdue the revolted 


Colonies, nonc ſhould have been made to check 
our 


bets tw 


our open rebellion againſt God; and that in alf 
our national applications to foreign princes for 
help, we ſhould have forgotten a public ap- 
plication to the Prince of the kings of the earth ? Many 
well-wiſhers to their country flattered themſelves, 
that at a time, when the Britiſh empire ſtands, as 
Dr. Pz1ce juſtly obſerves, on an edge fo peri- 
lous,” our ſuperiors would have appointed a day of 
humiliation and prayer ;—a day to conteſs the na- 
tional fins, which have provoked God to let looſe a 
ſpirit of political enthuſiaſm and revolt upon us ;—a 
day to implore pardon for our paſt tranſgreſſions, 
and to reſolve upon. a more religious and loyal 
courſe of life ;—a day to beſeech the Father of 
lights and mercies to teach at this important junc- 
ture, our, ſenators wiſdom in a peculiar manner; and 
to inſpire them with ſuch ſteadineſs and mildneſs, 
that by their prudence, courage, and condeſcenhon,. 
the war may be ended with little effuſion of blood; 
and, it poſſible, without ſhedding any mere. blood. 
atall, —Thouſands expected to tee ſuch. a. day; 
thinking that it becomes us, as retormed chriſti- 
ans, nationally to addreſs the throne of grace, and: 
intreat God to turn the hearts of the Coloniſts to- 
wards us, and ours towards them,, that we may 
ſpeedily bury our mutual animoſities in. the grave- 
of our common Saviour. And not a few ſuppoſed, 
that humanity bids us feel for the myriads of our 
tellow-creatures, who are going to offer up their 
lives in the field of battle; and that charity and 
piety require us to pray that they. may penitently 
part with their fins, and ſolemnly. prepare them- 
ſelves for a ſafe paſſage, I ſhall not ſay trom Britain 
to America; but, if they are called to it, from 
time into eternity, —Such, I ſay were the expecta- 
tions of thouſands, but hitherto their hopes and 
withes have been diſappointed, | 

Dr. Px1ce knows how: to avail himſelf of our 
omiſſion or delay in this reſpect, to ſtrengthen the 


hands of the American patriots, by inſinuating, 
that: 
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that heaven will not be propitious to us; and that 
our cauſe is ſuch, as gives us [no] reaſon to aſt 
God to bleſs it.” None can tell what fewel this plau- 
ible obſervation of his, will add to the wild fire of 
political enthufiaſm, which burns already too 
fiercely in the breaſts of thouſands of injudicious 
religioniſts. I therefore humbly hope, that our 
governors will conlider Dr. PRICE's objection tak- 
en from our immorality and prophaneneſs; and 
that they will let the world fee, we are neither 
aſhamed nor afraid to ſpread the juſtice of our cauſe 
be fore the Lord of hoſts, and to implore his bleſ- 
ſing upon the army going to America, to enforce 
gracious offers of mercy, and reaſonable terms of 
reconciliation, 

And why, after all, ſhould we be aſhamed of 
aſking help of God, as well as of German prinees ? 
Have we never read ſuch awtul ſcriptures as theſe ? 
Save us, O king of heaven, wüEN we call upon 
THEE, Some put their truſt in chariots, and 
ſome in horſes: But ws WILL remember the 
name of the Lord our God. Bleſſed be my ſtrong 
helper, who sUBDUETH the people unto me, 
and ſetteth me above mine adverſaries.—Thro” 
THEE will we overthrow our enemies, and in THY 
name will we tread them under that rife againſt 
us. For I will not truſt in my bow: It is not my 
ſword that ſhall | comparatively] help me. —Be not 
afraid of this “ great multitude ; tor the battle is 
not yours, but God's-— All the aſſembly ſhall 
know, that the Lord ſaveth not with ſword and 
ſpear : For the battle is the Lory's.” 
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Our own hiflory, as well as the ſcripture, con- 
firms Dr. PRICE“'s objection taken from our neglect 
of 


* Dr. Px Tx, ſpeaking of the numbers of the Americans, ſays, 
& To think of conquering that whole continent with 30,000 or 
«6 40,000 men, to be tranſported acroſs the Atlantic, and fed 
© from hence, and incapable of being recruited after any defeat 


« —This is folly ſo great, that language does not aflord a name 
« for it.“ 
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of the religious means of ſucceſs in the preſent con- 
teſt, It is well known to many, that in the civil 
wars of the lait age, a national diiregard of the 
Lord's day, and the avowed contempt of God's 
name, which prevailed in the king's party, did 
him unſpeakable injury. For multitudes of men 
who feared God, ſeeing prophaneneſs reign in the 
army of the royaliſts, while religious duty was ſo- 
lemnly performed by the forces of the parliament ; 
and being unable to enter into the political queſ- 
tions, whence the quarrel aroſe, judged of the cauſe 
according to religious appearances; and fided 
againſt the king, merely becauſe they fancied that 
he ſided againſt God, Nor were there wanting men 
of the greateſt candour and penetration, who 
thought, that this was one of the principle cauſes 
of the overthrow of our church and ſtate ; Crom- 
well then availing himſelf of this appearance, as 
Dr. Px ICE does now, to perſuade religious people, 
that he was fighting the Lord's battles, and that 
oppoling the king and the biſhops, was only oppoſ- 
ing tyranny and a prophane hierarchy, To 
ſhew how much our want of religious decency 
contributed towards the overthrow of our church 
and government in the laſt century, I ſhall pro- 
duce an other extract from the Rev. Mr. Baxter's 
Narrative of his life and times. That candid divine 
and judicious politician, after mentioning the un- 
happy differences between thoſe who conform to 
the church of England, and thoſe who do not, 
fays : 

Page 32, &c, * When they [the nonconformiſts] 
had been a whilecalled by that name, [ Puritans] 
the vicious multitude of the ungodly called all 
Puritans, that were ſtrict and ſerious, were they 
ever ſo conformable : So that the ſame name, in 
a Biſhop's mouth, fignified a Nonconformiſt; and 
in an ignorant drunkard's or {wearer's mouth, 
ſignified a godly chriſtian. But the people, being 
the greater number, became among themſelves 

6 maſters 


OT ¹ oo OO © 6 


3 


a 66 „„ „% „ K a > 0 


4 
th 
4 


„% , a a . A m e 


1 Let. 4 


maſters of the ſenſe.— The ignorant rabble hear- 
ing that the biſhops were againit the Puritans 
[not having wit to know whom they meant] were 
emboldened the more againſt all thoſe whom 
THEY called Puritans themſelves; their rage 
againſt the godly was encreaſed ; and they cried 
up the biſhops, &c. becauſe they were againſt 
the Puritarns.—Thus the intereſts of the Dioceſ- 
ans, and of the prophane ſort of people, were 
unhappily twiſted. 
& As all the Nonconformiſts were . againſt the 
relates, [whoſe intereſt was clojely connefted with 
e king's}, * fo others of the moit godly people 
were alienated from the biſhops; becauſe the 
malignant ſort were permitted to make religions 
perſons their common ſcorn;—becauſe they taw 
ſo many vicious men. among the conformable 
clergy ;—becauſe faſting and praying, &c, were 
ſo ſtrictly looked after, that the biſhop's courts 
did make it much mote perilous, than common 
ſwearing and drunkeaneſs proved to ihe ungod- 
ly ;—becauſe the book, that was publiſhed for 
Recreations on the Lord's day, made them think, 
that the biſhops concurred with the prophane ; 
—becauſe ſo great a number of conformable mi- 
niſters were ſuſpended or puniſhed fur not read- 
ing the Book of ſports on Sundays,, &c. and fo 
many thouſand families, and many worthy mi- 
niſters driven out of the land, &c.—all theſe, 
upon my own knowledge, were the true cauſcs, 
why ſo great a number of thoſe perſons, who 


were counted e religious, ſell in with the par- 


liament; inſomuch that the generality of the 


ſtricter ſort of preachers joined with them.— 


Very few. of all that learned and pious ſynod at 
Weſtminſter were Nonconformiſts before, and 
yet were for the parliament; ſuppoſing that the 
intereſt of gion lay on that ſide.— 
Upon my knowledge, many that were not wiſe 
enough to vaderſtand the truth about the cauſe 
of the king and parliament, did yet run into the 
parliament's 
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parliament's armies, or take their part, as ſheep 
do together for Company ; being moved by this 


* argument, Sure God will not ſuffer almoſt all 
* his moſt religious ſervants to err in ſo great a 
matter: If theſe ſhould periſh, what will be- 
* come of religion? -. Bit theſe were inſuffi- 


E „ „ „ „ „ „ „ 7 HG «% K KK „ — & & „ 


E «„ „ „% „„ SS „ „4% ͤ „ 


cient grounds to go upon. And abundance of 
the ignorant ſort of the country, who were ei- 
vil, did flock in to the parliament, and filled 
up their armies afterwards, merely becauſe they 
heard men bear for the common prayers and 
biſhops, and heard others pray that were againit 
them; and becauſe they heard the king's ſol- 
diers with horrid oaths abuſe the name of God, 
and ſaw them live in debauchery ;. and the par- 
liament's ſoldiers flock to ſermons, talk of reli- 


gion, and pray and fing pſalms together on. 


their guards. All the ſober men, that I was ac» 
quainted with, who were againſt the parliament, 
were wont to ſay: The king has the better 
CAUSE, but the parliament has tbe betler MEN, 
And indeed this unhappy complication of the 
intereſt of prelacy and prophaneneſs, and this 
oppoſition of the intereſt of prelacy to the tem- 
per of the generality of the religious party, was 
the VISIBLE CAUSE of the overthrow of the 
king, in the eye of all the underſtanding world.” 
Page 31. * Though it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
public ſafety, and liberty wrought very much 
with moſt, eſpecially the nobility and gentry, 
who adhered to the parliament: Vet was it 
PRINCIPALLY the differences about religions 
matters, that filled up the parliament's armies, 
and put into their ſoldiers the RESOLUTION and 
VALOUR, Which carried them on in another 
manner than mercenary ſoldiers are carried on. 
Not that the matter of biſhops or no biſbops 
was the main thing; though many called it bet- 
lum epiſcopale : For thouſands that wiſhed for 
good biſhops were on the parhament's fide, 
But the generality of the people [I ſay not 
all] who uſed to talk of God and K* 
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and ſcripture and holineſs, and read books of 
devotion, and pray in their families, and ſpend 
the Lord's day in religious exercifes, and ſpeak - 


againit ſwearing, curling, drunkenneſs, prophane- 
neſs, &c. I ſay, the main body of this fort of 
men adhered to the parliament. And on the 


- Other ſide, the gentry that were not ſo preciſe and 


ſtrict againſt an oath, or gaming, or plays, or 
drinking; nor troubled themſelves ſo much about 


God and the, world to come; and the minitters 


and people that were for the king's Book for danc- 
ing and recreation on the Lord 's days; and thoſe that 
made not ſo great a matter of every ſin, but were 
glad to hear a ſermon which laſhed the Puritans, 


&c. the main body of theſe were againſt the par- 


liament.“ | 

Page 44. And here I muſt. repeat the GgEAT 
CAUSE of the parliament's ſtrength, and the 
KING'S RUIN : and that was, that the debauched 
rabble thro' the land, emboldened by his gentry, 
and ſeconded by the common ſoldiers of his ar- 
my, took all that were called Puritans for their 
enemies. And tho? ſome of the king's gentry 
and ſuperior officers were ſo civil, that they 
would do no ſuch thing; yet that was no ſecu- 
rity to the country, while the multitude did what 


they liſt, 80 that if any one was noted for a 


ſtrict preacher, or for a man of a pious life, he 
was plundered or abuſe, and in danger of his 
life. And if a man did but pray. in his family, 


or were but heard to repeat a ſermon, or ſing a 


pſalm, they cried out Rebels! Round- heads, and 
all their goods that were portable proved guilty, 
how innocent ſoever they were themſelves, I 
ſuppoſe this was kept from the knowledge of the 
king, and perhaps of many ſober Lords of the 
council; for few could come near them; and it 
is the fate of ſuch, not to believe 1 of thoſe 
that they think are /or them; nor goad of thoſe 


that they think are again them. But, upon my 


certain knowledge, this was it that filled the ar- 
mies 
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mies and garrifons of the parliament with /obey 
© pious men. Thouſands had no mind to meddle 
with the wars, but greatly deſired to live peace- 
* ably at home, when the rage of ſoldiers and 
« drunkards would not let them. Some ſtayed till 
© they had been piundered, perhaps twice or thrice 
© over, —but moſt were afraid: of their lives, and oft 
they ſought refuge in the parliament's garriſons.— 
6 and were fain to take up arms and be ſoldiers to 
get bread,” | 

Mr. Baxter's account of Cromwell's character, 
and of his religious troop, is too remarkable not to 
deſerve a place in this extract. P. 98, No mere 
© man was better and qworſe ſpoken of than he 


Cromwell], © according as men's intereſts led their 


e judgments. The ſoldiers and ſectaries moſt highly 
© magnified. him, till he began to ſeek the crown. 
And then there were ſo many that would be half- 


kings themſelves, that a 4ing did ſeem intolerable 


to them. The royaliſts abhorred him as a moſt 
 perfidious hypocrite; and the Preſbyterians 
* thought him little better, If, after ſo many 
others, I may ſpeak my opinion of him, I think 
that having been a prodigal in his youth, and 
afterwards changed into a zealous religioniſt, he 


meant honeſtly in the main courſe of his life, 2 _ 


6 
6 
o 
3 
© proſperity and ſucceſs corrupted him. At his firſt 
entrance into the wars, being but a captain of 
© horſe, he had ſpecial care to get religious men 
into his troop. Theſe men were of greater un- 
© derſtanding than common ſoldiers,” and therefore 
© were more apprehenſive of the importance of 
* the war; and making not money, but that which 
* they took for the public felicity, to be their end, 
* they were the more engaged to be valiant. For 
© he, that makes money his end, eſteems his life 
above his pay, and therefore is likely enough to 
* fave it by flight, when danger comes. But he 
that maketh the felicity of church and ſtate his 
* end, eſteemeth it above his life, and therefore 
+ will the ſaoner lay down his life for 1t, This 
« Cromwel 
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Cromwell underſtood, and that none would be 
* ſuch valiant men as the religions. I conjecture, 
that, at his firſt chuſing ſuch men into his troop, 

it was the very eſteem and love of religious men 
that principally moved him. By this means, he 
ſped better than he expected. That troop did 
prove ſo. valiant, that, as far as I could learn, 
they never once ran away before an enemy, 
Hereupon he got a commiſſion, and brought 
this troop into a double regiment of fourteen 
tull troops; and all theſe as fall of religious men 
as he could get. Theſe having more than or- 
dinary wit and reſolution, had more than ordi- 
nary ſucceſs, With their ſucceſſes, the hearts 
both of captain and ſoldiers ſecretly roſe both in 
pride and expectation; and the familiarity of ma- 


nomians, &c, began withal quickly to corrupt 
their judgments. Hereupon Cromwell's religious 
zeal giveth way to the power of that ambition, 
which ſtill increaſeth as his ſucceſſes increaſe, 
Both piety and ambition concurred in his counte- 
nancing all that he thought godly. Piety plead- 
eth for them as godly, and ambinon ſecretly tell- 
eth him what uſe he might make of them. He 
meaneth well in all this at the beginning, and 
thinketh that he does all for the ſafety of the 


godly, and the public good; but not without an 
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* No hiſtorian having had fo good an opportunity of knowing 
Cromwell, as judicious Mr. Baxter, who was perſonally ac- 
quainted with him, and ſerved in his army as chaplain ; ſome 
of my readers will be glad to ſce, what he further ſays of that 
extraordinary man. 

When ſucceſſes had broken down all confiderable oppoſition, 
be [Cromwell] was in the face of the firongeſt temptations, 
© which conquered him, when he had conquered others. He 
thought that he had hitherto done well; that none but God had 
made him great; that if the war was lawful, the victory was 
1 laxful; that if it was lawful to fight againk the king and con- 
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From this extract it appears, that Cromwell, 
like Dr. Price, rode the great horſe Religion, 
as well as the great horſe Liberty; and that the beſt 
way to counter-work the enthuſiaſm of patriotic 
religioniſts, is to do eonſtitutional Liberty and ſcrip- 
tural Religion FULL JUSTICE; by defending the 
former againſt the attacks of de/potic monarchs on 
the right hand, and de/þozic mobs on the left; and 
by preſerving the /atter from the oppoſite onſets of 
prophane infidels on the left hand, and enthufiaftical 
religionifts on the right. I humbly hope, that our 
governors will always ſo avoid one extreme, as not 
to run into the other ; and that, at this time, they 
will ſo guard againſt the very appearances of irre- 
ligion and immorality, as to leave Dr, Price, ſo far 
as 


quer him, it was lawful to uſe him as a conquered enemy; and 
that it would be a fooliſh thing to truſt him, when they had fo 
provoked him. Hereupon he joined with that party in the par- 
liament, who were for cutting off the king, and raiſed with 
them the independents and ſectaries in the army, city, and 
country, to make a faction. Accordingly he modelled the army, 
diſbanded the forces which wert like to have hindered his de- 
ſign, pulled down the preſbyterian majority in parliament and 
then the parliament; being the more eaſily perſuaded that all 
this was lawful, becauſe he had a ſecret eye to his own exalta- 
tion ; thinking that when the king was gone, a government 
there muſt be, and that no man was ſo fit for it as himſelf— 
Having thus forced his conſcience to juſtify all his cauſe, he 
thinketh that the end being good and neceſſary, the neceflary 
means cannot be bad. And accordingly, he giveth his intereſt 
leave to tell him, how far promiſes and vows ſhall be kept or 
broken. Hence he thought ſecrecy a virtue, diſſimulating no 
vice, and a lie, or perfidiouſneſs tolerable in cafe of neceſſity. 
© His name ſtandeth as a monitory monument to poſterity, to tell 
them the infabiliry of man in ſtrong temptations; — hat great 
© fricceſs can do to Ii vp the mind hat pride can do to make 
© man ſe/fi/h ;—what ſeifi/neſs can do to bribe the conſcience, 
© corrupt the judgment, and make men juſtify the greateſt fins ;— 
© and what bloodſhed and great enormities a deluded judgment 
© may draw men into,'—Hence it appears, candid Mr. Baxter 
deli ved, that Cromwell was once a good and pious man, wha 
fell from God's fear mts complicated wickedneſs, thro' the ex- 
ternal allurements of ſucceſs and ambition, and thro' the internal 
ſaare of antinomianiſm, 
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as in them lies, no room to injure our cauſe by ar- 
2 taken from our want of devotion and of a 

riet regard to found morals. What we owe to 
God, to. ourſelves, and to the Coloniſts, calls upon 
us to remove whatever may give any juſt. offence to 
thoſe. who ſeek occaſion to reflect upon us. Fhe 
Coloniſts narrowly watch us: Let their keen in- 
ſpection make us diligently watch ourſelves, 

Let us eſpecially take care neither to embezzle, 


nor miſapply the national income : But, as faith- 


ful guardians and ſtewards of the money raiſed for 
the neceſſary expences of the government, let us 
Las many as are entruſted with the collecting or 
expending of that conſecrated treaſure] ſhew our- 
ſelves difintereſted, thrifty, and invariably juſt. 
Nothing can render our doctrine of taxation odious 
to conſcientious people, but a needleſs rigor in the 
collecting, and a wanton profuſion in the ſpending 
of the public revenue. I know that uncaty men, 


intent upon ſedition and revolt, are apt to fay 


whatever can palliate their crime. The leaſt mif- 
demeanor of individuals, let it, be ever ſo. much 
hid from, or diſapproved. of by our goyernors, 
will always appear to ſuch men a ſufficient reaſon 
to pour floods of reproach upon. the adminiſtration, 
Thus, if we may depend upon the &. James's Chro- 
wide* ©* Dr. Iranklin, a member of, the American 
* Congreſs,” inſinuates, that © the government 
is made deteſtable by governors, who when they 
*© have crammed their coffers, and made them- 
„ ſelves ſo odious to the people, that they can na 
©. longer remain among them with ſafety to their 
6. perſons, are recalled and rewarded with pen- 
„ ſions:— That the produce of the taxes is not 
applied to the defence of the provinces, and. 
«© the better ſupport of government; but beſtow- 
& ed where it is not neceflary,. in augmenting ſa- 
* laries, or penſions :—And: that a board of ofhi- 
4 cers compoſed of the moſt indiſcreet, illbred, 
aud inſolent men that can be. found, live in 
„, qpen, grazing luxury upon the ſweat and 115 
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of the induſtrious, whom they worry with ground- 
leſs and expenfive proſecutions, before arbitrary 


« revenuesjudges.“ I hope, for the honour of the 


adminiſtration, that prejudice guided Dr. Frank- 
lin's pen, when it dropped theſe in vidious hints. 
Should we have given them any juſt ground of 
complaint, it becomes us to remove it with all fpeed: 
ferting our feal to the noble maxim, which Dr. 


Price advances after Lord Chatham; Nellitude ts 


dignity, Oppreſſion ' ouly is meanings; and juſtice, 
Honour. | | 

Righteouſneſs txalteth a nation, ſays the wiſe man, 
but ſin is a repr ouch to any people, and may prove 
the ruin of the moſt powerful empire. Violen- 
brought on the deluge. Luxury overthrew Sodom. 
Cruel ufage of the Iſraelites deſtroyed Egypt. 
Complete wickednefs cauſed the extirpation of the 
Canuanites. Imperiouſnefs, and an abuſe of the 


ful period, as to render national repentance need- 
leſs in this day of trouble ? By fomenting conten- 
tions and wars among the natives of Africa, in 


order to buy the priſoners whom they take from 


each other; have not ſome of our countrymen 
turned Afriea into a ſield of blood? Db not the 
fighs of myriads of innocent negroes unjuſtly 
tranſported from their native country to the Britiſh 
dotninions, call night and diy for vengeatice upon 
us; whilſt their groans upbraid the hypocritical 
friends of liberty, who buy, and ſell, and whip 
their fellow men as if they were brutes; and ab- 
ſurdly com plain that hey are enflaved; when it is 
they themſelves, who deal in tlie "liberties and bo- 
dies of men, as graziers do in the liberties and bo- 
dies of oxen? HERD 
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And is what I beg leave to call our Nabob-trade 
in the Eaff, more conſiſtent with humanity, than 
our /lave-trade in the South and Me? Who can 
tell how many myriads of men have been cut off 
in the Eaſt Indies by famine or wars, which had 
their riſe from the ambition, covetouſneſs, and 
cruelty of ſome of our countrymen ? And if no 
vindictive notice has been taken of theſe barbarous 
and bloody ſcenes, has not the nation made them 
in ſome degree her own ? And does not that in- 
nocent blood, the price of which has been im- 
ported with impunity, and now circulates through 
the kingdom to feed our luxury—does not all that 
blood, I fay, ſpeak louder for vengeance againit 
us, than the blood of Abel did againſt his murder- 
ous brother ?—** The juſtice of the nation, ſays 
Dr. Price, has flept over theſe enormities : Wall 
the juſtice of heaven ſleep ?””— No : but it ſtill pa- 
tiently waits for our reformation ; nor will it, I 
hope, wait in vain; but if it does, the ſuſpended 
blow will in the end deſcend with redoubled force, 
and ſtrike us with aggravated ruin. For God will 
be avenged on all impenitent nations : He has one 
rule for them and for individuals: Except they re- 
* ſays Chriſt himſelf, they all all likewiſe 
71. 
4 Let our dewotion be improved by the American 
controverſy, as well as our morals. Inſtead of 
«© ſcoffing at religion,” as Dr. Price ſays we do, let 
us honour the piety of the Coloniſts. So far at 
leaſt, as their religious profeſſions are conſiſtent, 
ſincere, and ſcriptural, let them provoke us to a 
rational concern for the glory of God, and our eter- 
nal intereſts. Were we to contend with our Ame- 


rican Colonies for ſupremacy in VIRTUE and DEvY0- 


TION, how noble would be the ſtrite ! How worthy 
of a proteſtant kingdom, and a mother-country ! 
And does not political wiſdom, as well as brotherly 
love, require us to do ſomething in order to root 


up their inveterate prejudices againſt us and our 
church? Have we forgotten that many of the firſt 


Coloniſts 
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Coloniſts croſſed the Atlantic for conſcience? ſake; 
ſeeking in the woods of America, ſome, a ſhelter 
* our once perſecuting hierarchy; and others, 
a refuge from our epidemical prophaneneſs? And 
does not their offspring look upon us in the ſame 
odious light, in which Dr. Price places us? Do 
they not abhor or deſpiſe us, as impious, immoral 
men, ** enervated by luxury; —men, with whom 
it is dangerous to be connected, and who may 
« expect calamities, that ſhall recover to reflection” 
[perhaps to DEVOTION] ©* Libertines and Atheifts" 
themſelves ? 

And is it only for God's ſake, for the ſake 
of our own ſouls, and for the ſake of the Coloniſts, 
that we ſhould look to our conduct and chriſtian 


profeſſion? Are there not multitudes of raſh re- 


ligioniſts 1n the why 1s who ſuppoſe that all the 
praying people in England are for the Americans, 
and who warmly eſpouſe their part, merely becauſe 
they are told, that the Coloniſts ** faſt and pray,” 
while abe forget every thing ſerious and decent, 
and becauſe prejudiced teachers confidently aſk, 
with Dr. Price, Which { is providence likely ta 
favour )- Would to God all our legiſlators felt 
the weight of this objection, which can as eafily 
miſlead moral and religious people in the preſent 
age, as it did in the laſt! Would to God they ex- 
erted themſelves in ſuch a manner, that all unpre- 


judiced men might ſee, the king and parliament 


have the better men, as well as the better 
cauſe !”” Would to God, that by timely reforma- 
tion, and ſolemn addreſſes to the throne of grace, 
we might convince Dr. Price and all the Ameri- 
cans, that in ſubmitting to the Britiſh legiſlature, 
they will not ſubmit to /ibertini/m and atheiſm ; 
but to a venerable body of virtuous and godly ſe- 
nators, who know that the firſt care of God), re- 
preſentatives on earth—the principal ſtudy of poli- 
tical gods, ſhould be to promote God's fear, by 
ſetting a good example betore the people —_— 
| n 
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ted to their charge, and by ſteadily enforeing the 
obſervance of the moral law ! ? 


I need not tell you, Sir, what effect this would 
have upon our pious American brethren, You 


feel it in your own breaſt. The bare idea of fuch 


a reformation ſoftens: your prejudices. Were it to 
take place, it would overcome Dr, Price himſelf. 


Pious joy would ſet him upon writing as warmly for 


the government, as he has done againſt it; and in 
the midſt of his deep repentance for the dangerous 
errors he has publiſhed, he would have the confo- 
lation to think, that one of his ob/ervations has done 
more good, than all his ſophiſms have done miſ- 
chief. Theſe are ſome of the reflections, Which Dr. 
Price's religious argument has drawn from my pen, 
and which I doubt not but ſome of our Governors 
have already made by the help of that wiſdom, 
which prompts them to improve our former calami- 
ties, and to ſtudy what may promote our happineſs 
in church and ſtate,” | 


Iam, &c. 
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HRISTIANS are, in a ſpecial manner, debt- 


4 ors'to all mankind. I owe love to all my fel- 


low ſubjects, as well as loyalty to the king, and 
duty to the parliament: and my love to our Ame- 


rican Colonies, as well as my regard for equity, 
obliges me to fay what can reaſonably be ſaid on 


their behalf; that prejudice; on both ſides, may 


give place to chriſtian forbearance and conciliatory 
Kkindneſs. 


I hope, Sir, you are, 7 convinced 
a 


that the American revolt is abſolutely: unjuſtifiable ; 
and that the king and parliament have an indubi- 
table right propor 


well as the Engliſh}; although the Coloniſts are not 


direftly' and adequately repreſented in parliament, 
any more than multitudes of Britons who live 


abroad, and millions who reſide in Great Britain. 
And now, Sir, I candidly allow, that, although the 
Coloniſts cannot without abſurdity inſiſt on an equal 


repreſentation, yet they may _ 4. to be 


particularly repreſented in the Britiſh legiſlature: 


and that, altho ſtrict juſtice does not oblige Great 
ut them ſuch a requeſt; yet parental 


Britain to 


wiſdom, and brotherly condeſcenſion, require her 
to t ſomething to the notion, that a direct re- 
prefentation in parliament is inſeparably connected 
with civil Hberty. This notion, I confeſs, 1s irra- 
tional, unſcriptural, „ But it 

19 


_, 


tionably to tax the Coloniſts, as 
3 
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is a prevailing notion; and if we look at it in one 
point of view, it ſeems to wear the badge of Britiſh 
liberty, and therefore has ſome claim to the indul- 
gence of Britons, 

Permit me to illuſtrate my meaning by a ſcriptu- 
ral ſimile. Thro' a ſtrong national prejudice, the 
Jews who had embraced chriſtianity fancied, that 


no man could be -a true chriſtian without being 
circumciſed; and they ſupported their aſſertion 


by God's poſitive command to the Father of the 
faithful,-a command this, which Chriſt had not 
expreſſly repealed, and to which he and his diſci- 
ples had religiouſly ſubmitted. The apoſtles ſaw 
that the chriſtianized Jews were under a capital 
miſtake. Nevertheleſs [in condeſcenſion to human 
weakneſs and national prejudice] they allowed 
them to circumciſe their children ; and Paul him- 
ſelf, tho” he deteſted their error, yielded to them 
ſo far as to have his convert Timothy circumciſed. 
I grant that a direct and adequate repreſentation in 
parliament is no more eſſential to Britiſh liberty, 
than circumciſion to true chriſtianity. But, as the 
governors of the chriſtian church made ſome con- 
ceſſions to Fwy weakneſs; might not alſo the 
governors of the Britiſh empire make ſome to Ame- 
rican prejudice ; eſpecially confidering, that it will 


be as difficult for them peaceably to rule the Ame- 


ricans without ſuch an aft of condeſcen ſion; as it 
would have been for the apoſtles to govern the Jews, 

without the above mentioned complaiſance ? 
Beſides, in ſome caſes, conſtitutional and uncon- 
ſtitutional taxation may border ſo nearly upon each 
other, that the moſt judicious politicians will be as 
much at a loſs to draw the line between them, as 
the moſt ſkillful painter would be to draw the line 
between the primitive colours of the rainbow. This 
bordering of a faint conſtitutional privilege, upon 
an unconſtitutional, abſolute want of privilege, has 
deceived the Coloniſts. As a man, who is paſſio- 
nately fond of flaming crimſon, takes a faint red to 
be no red at all; they have pronounced that to be 
no 
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zo repreſentation, which is an direct repreſenta- 
tion diſcernible to all but the prejudiced. In their 
patriotic. fright they have fancied that the ſhip of 
conſtitutional liberty ſtruck on a rock, becavle it 
did not carry ſo many fails as they imagined it 
ſhould, You may compare their miſtake to that of 
impatient ſuſpicious paſſengers, who, when they 
have all their fortune with them on board a ſhip, 
are apt to think, that ſhe does not move at all, be- 
cauſe her motion 1s not ſo rapid as they could with ; 
and becauſe their anxious fears turn every fail they 
ſee, into a privateer in chaſe of their property. 
Their error deſerves then compaſſion, as well as 
blame; and will appear excuſable to thoſe who 
know the immenſe value of /:berty. 

Our lawgivers, who are peculiarly acquainted 
with the worth of this jewel, can above all men put 
a fayourable conſtruction upon the paniek of a peo- 
ple afraid of being enſlaved. Depending therefore 
on their condeſcenſion, I ſhall preſume to aſk, if 
now, that the government has plainly aſſerted, and 
powerfully ſupported the ja claims of Great Bri- 
tain, it might not ſafely relax a little the reins of 
an; and kindly condeſcend to the fears of 
the Coloniſts. And ſhould the Americans ſhew 
themſelves u in indemnifying our injured mer- 
chants, penitent in laying down their arms, and loyal 
in acknowledging the right, that Great Britain has 
to expect proportionable taxes from them: might 
not the king and parliament ſhew themſelves kind, 
in granting them the privilege of a ſpecial repreſen- 
tation in the Britiſh legiſlature; or in paſſin 
an a of ſecurity, to fix juſt bounds to the power o 
parliamentary taxation with reſpect to the Ameri- 
cans ;z—to promiſe the Colonies, that a proper al- 
lowance ſhall always be made them for the ſuperior 
commercial privileges of Great Britain — to aſcer- 
tain, in an equitable manner, the quantum of that 
allowance; —and to remove their dread of being diſ- 
proportionably taxed, by the moſt ſolemn aſſuran- 
ces, that their taxes ſhall always riſe or fall in exact 
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proportion to our own, according to the plan laid 
down in p. 517 Fr 

I would, not carry matters ſo far as to ſay, with 
the poet, Summum jus ſumma , injuria* ; but might 
I not obſerve that parental love, brotherly kind- 
neſs, and Britiſh, equity require, that ſome,conde-. 
ſcenſion be ſhewn to the Coloniſts? Should not 


Britiſh legiſlators ſhew themſelves gods, by imitating 


the Gop of Gods, 


Who conquers all, beneath, above, 
Devils with force, and men with love? 


Whilſt the Atlantic foams under the weight of 
the tranſports, which carry the troops ſent. over 10 
ſubdue the revolted provinces, might not love ſuſ- 
pend the, deſtructive ſtroke, and conquer them 
without farther effuſion of blood? Is their hard- 
neſs abſolutely , deſperate ? Whilſt the fight, of a 
force ſo ſuperior to that, which quelled them at 
Bunker's Hill, works upon their prudence; and 
whilſt ſcriptural expoſtulations enlighten, their con- 
ſciences ; might not ſome gracious and timely con- 
ceſſions work upon their gratitude, excite their ad- 
miration, and regain their confidence? O that 
you, Sir, and I could imitate thoſe courageous wo- 
men, who when the Romans their huſbands, and 
the, Sabines their brothers, were going to engages 
ruſhed between the two armies, and ſo wrought . 
upon them by tender expoſtulations,, that the fierce | 
antagoniſts, inſtead of plunging their ſwords into 
each others? breaſts, fell upon each others* necks, 
and turned the field of battle into a field of reconci- 
liation ! If an heathen country ſaw the delighttul 
ſcene, might not a chriſtian land | behold it alſo ?— 
The pleaſing thought tranſports. my mind :—My, . 
imagination warmed by the fond hope carries me 
beyond myſelf ;——Methinks I ruſh between — 5 

: 4 c 


* Right carried 40 the height, is the height of injuſtice, 
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liament and the — and after having pleaded 
the ſovereigh's cauſe before the patriots, I plead that 


of the patriots before the ſovereign. Fancying my- 


ſelf at the foot of the throne, and ſeeing the King 
raifed on kigh above all the Britiſi lawgivers, on my 
bended knees, from the duſt, with trembling awe, 
I preſent my bold, mediatorial plea. 
O Kims, live and reign in righteouſneſs for 


ever! And ye, his Patrician and Plebeian fena- 


tors, help him long to ſway the ſceptre with chriſ- 
tian gentlenefs and Britiſh fortitude ! As his faithful 
a s, and partakers' with him of the legiſlative 
power, firmly fupport on his * head the ponde- 
rous crown, Which gives him the dominion over 


the Britiſh iſlands, half of the weſtern world, "and 


the whole aqueous globe! — One of your adopted 
ſubjects, warmed with gratitude” for the religious 


and civil liberty, which he enjoys under your mild 
government; and deeply concerned for your glory 


and the proſperity of = dominions, intrudes into 
3 your 


* 
4 ok « 9 nn 1 =, 6 * 


There is a fymmetrical excellence in the Britiſn conſtitution, 
which eſeapes the attention of many Britons. I have obſerved, 
that the capital buſineſs of the parliament is to keep the balance 
even between the king and the people; that neither oppreſſive 
deſpotiſm, [or the tyrranny of one, } nor mobbing anarchy, [or 
the . of many, } may prevail. I now add, that the two 

Houſes of parliament are two mediaroriat courts between the king 
and the people. The houſe of tohmons is compoſed of ſenators 
* choſen by the people to be a check upon the king and his'nebles ; 
and the houſe of lardi is compoſed of ſenators choſen; by the kings, 
to be a check upon the people and their repreſentatives, Hence 
it appears, that the houſe of lords is peculiarly bound to maintain 
the prerogatives of the crown, againſt the encroachments of mobs 


. 


and mobbing pa'riots; and that it is the peculiar duty of the houſe 
of commons to maintain the privileges of the people, againſt the 
_ Incroachments of deſpots and deſpotic miniſters, In the laſt cen- 
tury the lords failing in their duty; the balance was broken ; The 
commons prevailed; and the conſequence was what might natu- 
rally be expected: The houſe of lords was ſet aſide, the king be- 
headed, and the conſtitution overthrown, This remarkable e- 
vent ſhould teach our ſenators the wiſdom peculiarly neceſſary to 
a faithful diſcharge of theis high office, 
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your awful preſence to intercede for his guilty bre- 


thren. If the KinG of kings, and Loxp of lords, 
vouchſafes to receive his fervent addreſſes to the 


throne of grace for you; do not reject, O ye gods, 


his humble addreſs for your American Colonies, 

It is not my defign to extenuate their crime. An 
ingenuous confeſſion becomes a proſtrate ſupplicant. 
— They have finned againſt heaven and againſt you. 
— They have prepoſterouſly charged you with rob- 
bery, when it was they themſelves who robbed * God, 
by keeping from his political repreſentatives, the 
reſonable and legal taxes due to the ſupreme power; 
—to a creative and protective power that gave them 
birth, and raiſed them from a ſtate of * weak - 
neſs and want, to youthful vigor and growing opu- 
lence. Their crime is complicate: They have 
openly encouraged the lawleſs mobs, which tramp- 
led upon your authority, and deſtroyed the property 
of your loyal ſubjects: They have obſtinately pro- 
rected felony and ſedition : — They have audaci- 
ouſly hindered the courſe of juſtice: Their Con- 
greſs has met to oppoſe your claim of taxation in 
the capital of that very province, by the expreſs 
terms of whoſe CHARTER they are ſolemnly bound 
to pay you taxes,—They have armed by ſea and land 
to cut off your forces :—And, not ſatisfied with 
aſſerting their aſſumed ſupremacy over the revolted 


- provinces, they have aimed at making conqueſts ; 


— They have compleated their guilt by a daring 
attempt to annex your immenſe province of Cana- 
da, to the empire they have newly ſet up.— And 


now, what can I ſay in their behalf? My grand 


plea, 


: 1 
— — A ut ent 2 


* 1 would not dare to uſe ſuch an expreſſion, if the ſcripture 
did not bear me out. The Lord, r. by the prophet Mala- 
chi, ſays, Vill a man Rom Gop ? Ter ye have ROBBED ME. But 
ye ſay, Wherein have we ROBBED THEE ?—[n TiITHES, Mal. 


iii. $8.1 infer from this anſwer, that if Gop accounts himſelf 


robbed, when tithes are detained from n1s pries; he does fo 


much more, when reaſonable and legal taxes are detained from 


fovereigns, urs primary repreſentatives, whom he calls 1s 
anointed, and to whom he allows the title of gods, 
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plea, O ye inſulted powers, is taken from your” 


ſelves. As your majeſty is, ſo is your mercy,=Ye ar 


called chr//tians by the name of the mild Potentate? 
who are interceded for his mobbing murderers. When 
they poured floods of contempt upon his royal head ; 
—when they pierced his temples with thorns, his 
hands with nails, his heart with ſarcaſms ;—and 
when they prepared to pierce his fide with a ſpear ; 
even then, he not only forgave them himſelf, but 
turned their excuſer and ſaid, Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. The divine plea pre- 
vailed. It obtained an evangelical proclamation of 
pardon on the moſt condeſcending terms. I here fin 
had abounded, there grace did much more abound. 
Where rebellion had ſet up her bloody banner, there 
mercy gloried to erect her ſuperior ſtandard. Jeru- 
ſalem, ungrateful, hypocritical, rebellious Jeruſa- 
lem ;—Jeruſalem, guilty of the murder of the King 
of kings :—Jeruſalem, the ſtill rebellious and unre- 
lenting city, wasir/? bleſſed with the news of a free 
pardon ; and thouſands of relenting rebels ſubmitted 
to the terms of the gracious proclamation. By this 
unexpected effort of mercy, the Lord of glory ſub- 
jugated thoſe ſtiff religioniſts. Pardoning love effec- 
tually conquered their ſtubborneſs; and @ nation of 
toyal ſubjects wwas not born in a day. 

And might ye not, O ye chriſtian Rulers, imi- 
tate he Lord of glory without proſtituting your dig- 
nity? Directed by the example of our meek Re- 
deemer, might not thy mercy, O king, ifſue out a 
proclamation of pardon, upon ſuch terms as might 
raiſe the aſtoniſhment of an Adams and a Wahhing-* 
ton? Are Lee and Haneock fiercer againſt thee, 


than Saul of Tarſus was againſt his Saviour? Have 


they breathed out more threatenings and flaughter 


than that enthuſiaſtic zealot, who, not ſatisfied with 


his perſonal contempt of the Lord of lords, com- 
pelled others to blaſpheme him, and perſecuted to 
death thoſe who would not? Nevertheleſs, when 
he fell to the ground, mercy raiſed him up, not 


| only to the dignity of a chriſtian, but to that of an 
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Apofile * And the ſervice which he did the church 
in that high office, far exceeded the injury he had 
done her by his bloody enthufiaſm. Could, ye not, 
O ye chriſtian Legiſlators, try the ſame ſucceſsful 
method with your American ſubjects ?, If Mercy alone 
would make them inſolent; and if Power alone 
would make them deſperate ; could not power and 
mercy combined by your wiſdom, effectually diſarm 
them, and for ever attach them to your ſteady and 
mild government ? 

Nor will you by this means overcome the Ame- 

ricans alone. You will alſo diſarm the minority of 

our reſpectable body, and their numerous partiſans 
in the kingdom, When we are wrongfully accuſed 
of intending things we never thought of, does 
not prudence call upon us to remove the very appear- 
ances, by which the charge ſeems ſupported? And 
how can theſe appearances be fully removed in the 
preſent caſe, otherwiſe than by granting your Ame- 
rican ſubjects the privilege of ſome direct repreſen- 
tation, together with /ome ſecurity, that the taxes 
Jaid upon them ſhall always bear an equitable pro- 
portion to the taxes laid upon your Britiſh ſubjects ? 
Might I not alſo preſume to aſk, if all the grie- 
vances they complain of are imaginary, and if no 
needleſs provocation has been given them by ſome 
of our countrymen, and no ſecret encouragement by 
others? Beſides, are ye not divided among your- 
ſelves? And if ye have taught them the unhap- 
py art of rifing againſt you, by riſing againſt each 
other, ſhould ye not pity them? And ſhould ye 
not bear a little with their turbulency, ſince you 
are obliged to bear /o much from thoſe of your own 
body, who openly countenance their raſh patriot- 
iſm : 

Again: If ye are the political Parents of the 
Coloniſts, are they not entitled to parental in- 
dulgence from you? My Lord the King is as an an- 
gel of God, to diſcern goed and bad; He knows, 
and ye, his legiſlative aſſeſſors, know, that politi- 
cal, as well as religious enthy/iaſm is a fever of Je 
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mind, which throws thoſe, who are attacked with 
it, into a temporary delirium ; and that, in the 
paroxyſm, heated religioniſts and patriots, like de- 
— people, ſay and do a thouſand things, of 
which they are aſhamed when they come to them- 
ſelves again. If your own children were dange- 
rouſly ill and light-headed, would ye not treat 
them with an indulgence fuitable to their deplora- 
ble caſe? And would not natural affection concur 
with reaſon, to make you overlook the petulanee 
and wildneſs of their behaviour? Ye will extend 
your mercy to your American ſubjects with double 
readineſs, if ye conſider, that they are not all 
guilty. A few warm men among them opened the 
flood-gates of patriotic licentiouſneſs: and whilſt 
the fierce and roaring torrent frightened myriads 
into a temporary compliance to revolt; it carried 
away myriads more, before they knew what they 
were about. Nor have they perhaps had it yet in 
their power to recollect themſelves, Vouchſafe 
then to ſhew yourſelves their tender phyſicians, as 
well as their iadulgent parents; nor heal their mo- 
ral fever by burning corroſives, ſo long as there is 
the leaſt proſpect of doing it by cooling applica- 
tions, If chriſtianity commands us to reftore in the 
ſpirit of mectneſi thoſe that are fallen, to become wweat 
to the weak, yea, to become all things to all men, 
that by all means we may gain and ſave ſome; be 
abundantly condeſeending to your American peo- 
ple, that you may /ave thouſands of precious lives, 
prevent the devaſtation of your own dominions, 
and diſappoint your enemies, who flatter them- 
ſelves, that, when Great Britam and her Colonies 
ſhall have exhauſted their ſtrength in a deſtructive 
war, the Britiſh empire, or ſome part of it, will 
become an eaſy prey to their greedy and watchful 
ambition, 

But I peculiarly addreſs thee, Thou majeſtic . 
Head, and executive Hund of the legiſlative power. 
By thy ſteadinefs thou haſt ſhewn thyſelf a King 
worthy of commanding a people, who diſplay li- 
ons in their ſtandards. And now like Maſiabh, the 

Fs Prince, 
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Prince, like the generous Lion of the tribe of Judab, 
vouchſafe to ſhew thyſelf tbe Prince of peace, Let 
all the earth know, that thou art a repreſentative 
of the Gop | of all grace, and of the Lamp that 
zaketh away the fin of the world. Is not the right 
of ſhewing mercy to the condemned, the nobleſt 
of all thy royal prerogatives, and the brighteſt 
jewel of thy imperial crown? Oh! let that jewel 
ſhine in this cloudy day, and it will reflect the light 
of the ſan of righteouſneſs acroſs the Atlantic, and 
chear the weſtern world. The proclamation of a 
general pardon, accompanied by the grant of a di- 
rect repreſentation, and of a ſecurity for the equi» 
table proportion, which their taxes ſhall always 
bear to ours ;—ſuch a proclamation, I ſay, enfor- 
ced by the ſound of thy trumpets, the roar of thy 
cannons, the fight of thy fleets, and the terror of 
thy armies, will ſhew, that thou art eminently 
qualified to reign over a brave and free people. 
Thou mayeſt thus be merciful without weakneſs. 
A Lee and a Waſhington are reſolute enough to 
ſtand for a time the ſhock of thy forces: An Adams 
and an Hancock are obſtinate-enough to bury them- 
ſelves in the ruins of their country: But, reſolute 
and obſtinate as they are, thy mercy confounds— 
thine indulgence diſarms them.—The paroxiſm is 
over, —Candor and loyalty return together.—Thy 
fiery heroes come back to ſober heroiſm; and the 
raſh patriots, to true patriotiſm.— Thy royal mer- 
cy has melted them into tears. - With ſhame they 
fix their weeping eyes to the ground; with ad- 
miration they lift them up to heaven. They claim 
the honour of bringing in N the reſtitution- 
money, thou inſiſteſt upon for thy injured ſubjects. 
— They haſte to throw themſelves at the feet of 
a Sovereign, who knows how to protect, conquer, 
and pardon,—My 1magination ſees them croſs the 
Atlantic :—They enter your gates: They throw 
American ſwords at your feet: They aſk pardon 
for themſelves, and the guilty people they repre- 
ſent:— They kiſs the royal hand, which has averted 
. n their 
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their impending ruin, and pour out their grateful 
ſouls in ſuch words as theſe, 

de MERCiFUL and Great King, and Ye, his le- 
giſlative aſſeſſors, permit us to diſtinguiſh ourſelves 
by our penitential return, as we once did by our 
raſh revolt, With feelings proportionable to the 
ſenſe we have of our guilt, of the king's merey, 
and the parliament's condeſcenſion, we lament our 
miſapprehenfions; and deploring the bloodſhed 
which they have cavſed, we acknowledge that we 
owe you the reaſonable taxes due to the ſupreme, 
protecting power, by the conſent of all civilized. 
nations, and by the expreſs command of God; and 
fince you condeſcend to grant us the privilege of a 
ſhare in your legiſlature, we will not only religi- 
ouſly,. but chearfully, pay them for the time to 
come. In the mean while, we refund at your feet 
ſums equivalent to the goods, which our raſh citi- 
zens buried in the ſea; and we own it is juſt, that 
we ſhould, in due proportion, help-to diſcharge the 
national debt, which has been in part contracted 
for our protection, and which our unhappy revolt 
has of late ſo greatly increaſed. Made wiſer by 
our misfortunes, and taught both to revere and love 
our mother-country, we ſhall, at every proper op- 
portunity, expreſs our grateful ſenſe of her parental. 
regard, We are indeed ſeparated by the Atlamic 
ocean, which we lately looked upon as a bounda- 
ry to your dominions, a vaſt moat to keep us aſun- 
der, and a watery rampart to defend our continent 
againit your incurfions: But now our views are 
changed, and we conſider that wide ſea as a mag- 
nificeat channel, which divine providence ſeems 
to have prepared, to facilitate our friendly and 
commercial intercourſe ;—to enrich our reſpective 
countries with the treaſures of the old and new. 
world ;—to make us live in a conſtant exerciſe of 
the art of navigation, —and enable us, by this. 
means, powerfully to ſupport the Britiſh claims to 
the empire of the ſea,—Such are the pleaſing 


thoughts we have of our happy re-union, May 
F 6 they 
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they appear equally delightful to all, who wiſh well 
to the Britiſh empire! And may the poiſonous 
breath of diſcord, more dangerous than all the 
' ſtorms of the Atlantic, never break the ſweet calm, 
which royal mercy and parliamentary condeſcen- 
ſion have reſtored to our diſtracted provinces !” 


„% TAKE up your ſwords, ye brave, though 
raſh, patriots, replies the SPEAKER. Vour courage 
and love of liberty entitle you to the honour of re- 
ceiving them again, on condition that you beat 
them 1nto plowſhares, or uſe them only againſt our 
common enemies. It is the frfi—ſee that it be the 
{aff time, they are ſtained with Britiſh blood, and 
lifted up againſt the breaſt, that gave © hy ſuck, 
And as the world fees the political and military 
leaders of the Colonies at the foot of the Throne, 
and of a Britiſh ſenate ; the world ſhall ſee, that the 
King and parliament can not only 


Parcere ſubjectis, et debellare ſuperbos, 


but that they know how to conquer the generous 
triends of liberty, by generous acts of conde- 
ſcending love. Riſe, ye miſtaken ſons of liber- 
5 to demonſtrate, that, as we can fight like 
Britains, ſo we can forgive as chriſtians, and in- 
dulge as brethren. Take your ſeats among Britiſh 
ſenators, and particularly repreſent the American 
Provinces. But beware of confidering this privi- 
lege as a bribe beſtowed by a timorous adminiſtra- 
tion, —much leſs as a reward for your raſh revolt, 
Though we make allowances for your miſtakes, 
and put a favourable conſtruction upon your inten- 
tions, we abhor and bear our ſolemn teſtimony 
againſt your proceedings. But the mantle of royal 
mercy, and of your repentance having covered all, 
we ſhall not upbraid you with antichriſtian princi- 
ples, and bloody ſcenes, which we wiſh buried in 
eternal oblivion. If we grant you ſome * 
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thefilial confidence of our American Colonies by per- 


join our happy iſland with your fortunate continent: 
And may genuine, ſoher, ſcriptural patriotiſm, like 


the houſe of Commons, it is only to remove your 
jealouſies by a condeſcenſion, which becomes a mo- 
ther-country and a mild government ; and to regain 


mitting the men, who have been moſt prejudiced 
againſt us, to be eye witneſſes of our firm attach- 
ment to the conſtitution, of our impartial zeal for the 
dignity of the crown, of our guardian care for the 
conſtitutional liberty of the people, and of our pru- 
dent endeavours to ſecure the due obedience of the 
Britiſh ſubjects.“ 

„% The wound which the demon of Diſcord has 
given to our union, cannot be perfectly healed but 
by an amputation or a conſolidation. The former 
expedient is inconſiſtent with our mutual affection, 
and our common intereſt ; But the latter is perfectly 
agreeable to both. And our conſanguinity loudly 
demands that it ſhould be ,preferred. Help us then 
to conſolidate the lacerated parts of the Britiſh em- 
pire. Let our filial gratitude meet our paternal con- 
deſcenſion half way: So ſhall reconciling love caſt 
the bridge of union acroſs the Atlantic, and firmly 


an adamantine key, for ever bind the ſolid arch! 
May one blood—one language—one conſtitution 
one religion—one king—one ſupreme legiſlature— 
one temporal andeternal intereſt, combine to make 
us one flouriſhing empire, till the kingdom of God 
ſwallow up all other kingdoms! Nor let it be ſaid 
any more, 


Audiet cives acuiſle ferrum, 
Quo graves Turcæ melius perirent ; 
Audiet pugnas, vitio parentum 
Kara juventus.“ | 
Whilſt 


a = — 
* 
: 


+ Our poſterity thinned by our civil wars, will hear of our 
culpable contentions, and will lament our having turned againſt 
each other thoſe ſwords, which ſhould never have been drawn 
but agaiaſt our common enemies. 


( 126 ) Let. 5. 
Whilſt the Speaker concludes this patriotie ſpeech, 


my imagination returns from her pleaſing excur- 
ſion. The awful, parliamentary ſcene vaniſhes 
like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion.” But“ 
wreck is left behind :* Hints of a ſcriptural method 
of reconciliation are humbly ſuggeſted; and you 
have ſome expreſſions of my cordial concern for the 
glory of our Sovereign, and the ſatis faction of our 
American ſellow-ſubjects, to whom, as well as to 
Dr. Price and yourſelf, I ſincerely wiſh all the ſweets 
of Chriſtian and Britiſh liberty, without any of the 
bitters of religious and civil licentiouſneſs. Of mat- 
ing many books, ſays Solomon, there is no end. Let us 
then hear the concluſion of the whole matter: Fear God 
and keep his Commandments, for this is the whole duty 
of man.—Or, if you prefer St. Peter's words, Fear 
God and honour the King, for this is the ſum of the 
two tables of CHriſt's law. That, inſtead of break- 
ing one of theſe tables under pretence of keeping 
the other, we may always agree to pay a chearful 
obedience to both, is the final and higheſt wiſh of 


New. Sir, 


Your obedient ſervant in a goſpe}, 
which neither makes void the 
law thro* Faith, nor ſuperſedes 
loyalty thro' liberty, 


* 
J. F. 


Meere. * | 
„32 4 222 
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POSTSCEEr TT: 
1 HAVE obſerved, p. 84, that the ſpecies of 


patriotiſm which I oppoſe, is a vicious temper 
© compounded of one or more of the following in- 


gredients; prejudice, ignorance, conceit, pride, 


ambi- 


Let. 5. ( 127 ) 


ambition, refractorineſs, &c.” As you may think 
Bir, that this deſcription is too ſevere, I beg leave to 
ſupport it by the account that an honeſt inhabitant 
of Pennſylvania [who is eye-witneſs to the workings 
of American patriotiſm] gives his friend in England, 
of what you call American liber, and what I beg 
leave to call American z#yrranzy. As I can depend 
on his veracity, I preſent you with the following 
extract from his original letter, which is now before 
me. 
„% March 12, 1776.—Letters are not ſmuggled 
hence with little difficulty and riſque, as every 
thing we write may be inſpected by the jaundiced 
eye of men, who jeſuitically conſtrue the moſt 

uarded words of Engliſhmen inimical to America; 
— examples . which are not wanting.— 
With pretence of obtaining privileges, the inhabi- 
tants of this country loſe the enjoy ment of their pri- 
vileges. Under maſk of liberty, and cry of grievan- 
ces, a ſet of ambitious men and defigning dema- 
gogues weigled” [got] © themſelves in power, 
which they unwarrantably exerciſed in aboliſhing 
law, juſtice, the freedom of the- preſs, ſpeech, and 
action ;—in ſeizing all the channels of intelligence; 
in publiſhing and inculcating the moſt ſhocking, 
wicked, and malicious falſhoods.— By ſpecious pre- 
texts, artful diſſimulation, and obſtinate efforts, 
theſe enemies to-truth, affronters of juſtice, and vio- 
laters of laws, have not only poiſoned and inflamed 
the minds of the people; but have influenced them 
ſo far as to take and paſs current 4 by 3 inches of 
printed brown paper for no leſs than ſix guineas; 
by all theſe means — the duped inſtruments of 
their ambition, with monſtrous ſtrides, towards their 
own and country's ruin.“ | | — 
„ Had Ia hundred mouths, a hundred tongues 

A voice of braſs, and adamantine lung 
Not half the mighty ſcene could I diſcloſe, 

Repeat their crimes, or count our matchleſs 

woes,” 
| « I aſſer 
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e aſſert thefe naked and glaring truths, with a 


confidence which cannot be ſhaken, -&c,” 


Our letter-writer after obſerving, that the compli- 
ance of the majority © to ſuch tyrranny” is but 
e paſſive;” and that the proportion of thoſe, who 
take an active part in it, is “about one in ten of 
the whole community,” adds what follows: To 
ſee men of reputed ſenſe, ſome by their 22 and 
others by their active conduct, manifeſting ſuch 
ignorance and blindneſs to the true intereſt of them- 
ſelves, their country, and poſterity, makes me think 
at times, 


Perhaps he whoſe hand the lightning forms, 
Who heaves old Ocean, and who wings the 
ſtorms, 
Pours fierce ambition into Hancoct's mind; 
Or turns young Adams looſe, to ſcourge man- 
kind,” Fr 4 


« and permit irreligious Britons to plunge them- 


ſelves into difficulties, both to chaſtiſe them for, 
and turn them from, the evil of their doings.” 

The letter-writer, after wiſhing that the coun- 
cils on both fides may be blefſed with that wiſdom 
and moderation, which may be productive of a 


permanent union, fo neceſſary to the welfare of 


both countries, adds in a poſtſcript: ** I encloſe 
this in a bottle of Cream of Tartar directed to a 
paſſenger on board, in hope. that having occaſion to 
uſe it, this might be found, and thereby eſcape.” 
Had I ſeen this American account of American 


patriotiſm, before I ſent my laft letter to the printer; 


1 would have pleaded leſs earneſtly for /ome of the 
patriots than I have done. But I do not ſtop the 
preſs, becauſe condeſcenſion is the ſafer extreme z 
and becauſe experience teaches England, that Ame- 
rican patriots do their country leſs miſchief in the 
manſion-houſe, and in the parliament, than in the 


tower and in a common jail. 3 
| ermit 


. 


hh 


all 


* 


Permit me, Sir, to conclude by a temark upon 
the character, which the Monthly Reviewers give 


me in their laſt Review. They call me “ a mere 


4 Sacheverel ; a preacher of thoſe ſlaviſh and juſtly 
% exploded jacobitical doctrines, for which the me- 
“ mory of Sacheverel and his abettors will ever be 
& held in equal contempt and abhborrence by ey 

« true friend of the liberties . of mankind ?” 1 


. ſhould be truly ſorry. if I deſerved ſq ſevere a cen- 


ſure : IT hope that the Reviewers have paſſed it with 
a degree of precipitation, Poſſibly they did not 
read ſo far in my Vindication as p ge 63, &c, or 
even p. 40, where I begin to guard my doctrine 
againſt the Zacobitical tenets of deſpotiſm. Should 


my American Patriotiſm reach thoſe gentlemen, and 


ſhould they give themſelves the trouble to turn to 
ges 8, 14, 17, 37, 38, 59, 61, 63, 65, where 
continue to guard Britiſh liberty againſt the en- 
.croachments of arbitrary power, I flatter myſelf 
that they will ſee, I am no more ** @ mere Sachewe- 


rel“ than I am à mere Price. Dr. Sacheverel.ran 


as fiercely, into the bigh monarchial extreme, as Dr. 
Price does, into the hig republican extreme. I have 
endeavoured to keep at an equal diſtance from their 


oppoſite miſtakes, , by contending only for the juſt 


medium, which the holy ſcriptures. and our excel - 
lent conſtitution point out; and I hope my ung 
judiced readers will do me the juſtice to confeſs, 
that, if I have miſſed the mark of moderation, at 
which I ſincerely aim, I have not miſſed it [ zoto cœlo] 
by going full eaſt with Dr. Sachewerel, any more 
than by going full weſt with Dr. Price. What has 
poſſibly miſled the Reviewers, is their not confider- 
ing, that my withſtanding an -opponent, who im- 
2 throws himſelf into the levelling extreme 
of Dr. Price, obliges me principally to oppoſe this 
extreme, If Dr. A ws 2x alive, * his 
erroneous, enthufiaſtical, mobbing politicks en- 
dangered the public tranquility, as the — 
o 
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of Mr. Evans and Dr. Price does at preſent; I 
would oppoſe the high churchman, as much as I now 
do the two big diſſenters. Before we abſolutely 
condemn an author, we ſhould, I think, conſider 
what extreme times and circumflances call him chiefly 
to guard againſt, But party-men ſeldom do this: 
and it is well if, after all, bigotted anti-Americans 
do not blame ſome parts of this publication, as 
much as Americanus will blame other parts. Mode- 
ration has not many friends whilſt the ſpirit of con- 
tention runs high; but, like v:/Jom, ſhe is 7uſtified 
of her children, and will in time win ſome of her 
oppoſers. 

When the Reviewers have given me the character 
of a mere Sachewerel, we may naturally expect, 
to ſee them recommend your performance as much 
as they decry mine: accordingly they ſay, + Mr. 
« Evans is a lively and ſenſible advocate for the 
© freedom of the Colonies, a ſpirited controvertiſt, 
„ &c,—]n letter iii. Mr. F's reaſons from ſcripture 
« are ſhewn to be inconſiſtent, abſurd, and totally 
- & inconclufive.” —To ſhew how ſtrongly the judge-- 
ment of ingenious critics may be biaſſed by prejudice, 
I need only refer our readers to p. 12, &c. where I 
produce the lively and ſenſible“ arguments, by 
which you attempt to prove, that my ſcripture doc- 
trine of taxation is abſurd,” 
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